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 UMENT i‘; HEADQUARTERS
i y e ——

- 1. Report of Operations = April 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div

2. Report of Operations - iMay 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div

9 Incls: ;
Amnex #1: 85th Inf Div: Disp as of 2300 hrs 11 :
Annex #23 85th Inf Div: Period 2300 hrs 11 May ?ﬂ%{) hrs 15 W N-‘d.tu....
Annex #/3: 85th Inf Div: Period 1400 hre 15 liny - 18 liay. A
- Annex jf4: 85th Inf Div: Period 19 lay-24 lay.
Incl gs) Message to CGs 85th & 88th Inf Divs fr H

S

q II Corps, 7 June /4.

Incl (6) Hessage to unit comdrs, IT Corps, fr Hq II C 6
- Incl (7) Message to II Corps frsm CG, Hq iI Corgs, ZTQE’I.E. i
= Tnel 58 Mesaage to /G Coulter, CG 85th Inf Div, fr M/G Keyes, GG II Corps,17
Incl (9) Congrat Message to Div & Sep Un Comdrs fr Hq II Corps, 18 Hay /4. sl
. Report of Operations - June 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div 17 July 44
6 Incls:

Annex #1: 85th Inf Div: Period 1-4 June 1944.
Armex #2: 85th Inf Div: Period 4-10 June 194/,
Incl F} llessage to O's & lien 5th Army fr CG, Hq 5th Army, 6 June /4. 1
Incl (4) Message to II Corps fr CG, Hq II Corps, 6 June AL (1st Ind, Hq 85th Inf Div)
- Inel %5; Commendation to Div, Sep Un Comdrs, II Corps fr CG II Corps, 9 June 44 8
- Incl (6) Congrat, Mess. to lemb. 5th Army, Hy 5th Army, 20 June 44. i :

eport of Operations - July 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div 27 Sept 44,
port of Operations - August 1944  Hq 85th Inf Div R7th Sept 44
6. Report of Operations - Septumber 194/ Hq 85th Inf Div 8 Nov 44

Report of Operations = October 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div 18 Dec 44
o ‘ﬁ-‘»:Ih.éil_: Map, Routes of Advance and Time of Capture of Objectives, Oct. 1944.
U;Raport of Operations - November 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div 20 Jan 45

i b of Operations - December 1944 Hq 85th Inf Div 12 Mar 45

) January 1945

cl: Hap, Division Sector 17-31 January 45, with estinated enemy dispositions.
of Operations - February 1945 Hq 85th Inf Div 8 April 45 H

t of Operations - March 1945  HQ 85th Inf Div 2 May 45

of Operations - April 1945 Hq 85th Inf Div 2 June 45
of Operations - kay 1945 Hq 85th Inf Div 17 June 45
Operations - June 1945 Hq 85th Inf Div 8 July 45

I'N] ROCITITN
Lhu Auoull lLu

LVl ur WS LUNCL1ONANE 1N A 1nTEE, bure, substantinlly constmcg;dr
ding in Sub-ires #1 ' hich hnd formerly served o o gu-f:rdl‘-c‘“-‘"’“j £
iishings of =ny duscription in this building, but it hed onc priie
Mhat it was strongly built and thus provided P—“-l'ti"l."mt’ﬂtion_pm-s
AN air reids vhich vere periodicclly dircected cgninst the i il
Mnits in Sub-irea i vere n;'so\wusud in conervte buildings.

el f\(‘lﬂ[n \
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:i@h@BiViaion vas operating in several w
the process of transporting the Divisi
completed.

idely scattered local-
on frou North Afriea to

various units of the Division, 1:ith the coumanders
rere as follows: ]

. ‘U-l ) 5 : :
i Staging Area (Sub-irea 1), Bagnoli, Ttaly:

Ty Division Major Ceneral John B. Coulter
on fLrtillery - Erigedier General Pierre Mullett
_ = Coloncl Fred i Sufay
" Battalion - Lt. Col. Leroy i. Davis
85th Division - Captain Thomas /L. Roberts
Captain Cclvin L. Barton

@
(=
=
<

E:
|

: Area _(Sub-‘lraa _,{.'3), ngnoli, Italy:

- Colonel Oliver ', Hughes

-~ Lt, Col. Emmette Y. Burtonm, Jr.
- Lt. Col. Hzrold S, Isarcson

~ Lt. Col. irnold J, Pic

= Lt. Col. John D. Cole, Jr,

- Lt. Col. Pzlph M. Potterson

~ Captain Donald . Broman

~ Captain oy B. Thompson

- Captain Tlomns C, Gordon

= Captain Henry M, DuPont

n bottle line north of Minturno, It-~ly:
- Colonel Jomes L, Motthews

qﬁﬁﬂonVQy from Noyth Africe:

ot in ted
tioning in 2 large, bure, substantinlly construc
i hic hnd £o§m;r1y s;erd cs o gunrdhouse., Therc
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-Aren #/3 was Werted npproxinately four milus WL of Sub-irer #1
located nt the bottom of an extinct voleano, WViits bivouacked here

romember this arva for the long hike up the nurrow rond to the top
r ond thence the oqually long trek dovn clong the inside of the
Aan
oL oIFIED
Conditions at the Staging Jirun vere tumporary nnd rather moke shift, 4
deanl of the Division equipment citber had not arrived in Itoly or hed
‘brought out from the Fort of MNaples. The Division G-4 nnd supply
of nll echelons vere particularly cetive during the time the Division
ot the Strging irea. Vehiclus and equipwent vere unlonded in Neples
out to the various units. Supplies and equipmunt to bring the Divi-
its T/E cllotunent were drovn ond issued, In pessing it night be
hat, =lthough cquipment vns not iuvedintely avriloble in the Stoging
general stetus of couipuent 'ithin the Division vns excellent. Vith
xceptions, notably 1/4 Ton Trucks, 1/4 Ton Truilers, some motor vohicle
and grencde launchers for the -1 Riflu, the Division hed its prescribed
owence.

arrival of the Division Lenr Detnchment in Neples on 3 .lpril rnd the
unloading and dispatch of the drivers, vehicles, cnd equipment to the
units, did much toward nllevizting the transuortotion shortage ond per-
vision to proceced vith its normcl functions,

ore procezding further, ~ vord of explnnition is necehsury rugc.fung
montioned in,(c) and (o) =bove:

h Infantry had loft the Invasion Treoining Center in North ifricc on

bice, hnd procueded by vater tronsport to Naples, hod then beon

ed to the 83th Inf-ntry Division =nd hnd then hurricdly relicved one of

giments of the 88th on tho front line., 4s nll of thuse events took ploce
K 3%9th gnined the distinction of boing the first cleowent of the

‘be committed to action.

party mentioned in (u) sbove reprusentud o selection of kuy per-

1 units of the Division. Thuir mission 17.s to obsurve conditions
line and to vork ~longside of thuir op.osite mumbers in the 88th

[his vins carried out, 'nd thu expericnce gnined by these observers

ble when the 85th loter took over a portion of the line.

1 northern side of ‘Mount Massico. Locrtion vas approximetely
utheast of Cellole. Other units in this forvard oree tere the

1 srtillery; Detachments of 85th Heaodquerters Compeony; Head-
B85th Division .rtillery; end the 85th Sign~1 Comptny.

‘on the south side of Mount Massico were the rear echelon Division
and 85th Quarternucter Compnny in Mondregone; the 310th Medicel

y 510th Engineor Battalion, the 85th Reccmnaissance Troup, nnd the

£ 1ce Cobpony in.the vicinity of Mondrogune; nnd Cembot Tecn 337 in
rtheast of Szn .ngelo.

the rear in the vicinity of Qualiano, Combct Tecn 358 vas under
e training progran vhich included@ uxercises in mountein verfero
es, and streum crossings.

cnd 403rd Field .rtillery Battalioms hod beun sttoched to
r operations only, nnd vere in positions supporting the
that Division,

ricd, the IT Corps attrchod the folloving units to the Divi-

attalion ]

1st Signnl Compony (Pigeon) %

C (Ta1an) “‘7,2}.. -
g o

<)
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t emim of command, Lt. Col, Brookmer W, Brrdy relieved
s as tho Commanding Officer, 3%9th Infantry Regiment, Colonol
pitalized nd transferred from the Division.

ls vere in operctiin during this period to vhich cll combat units
tatives. These wero the specinl Scouting and Potroling School

the Fifth Aruy and the line l'orfnro School conducted by the 310th
rttolion. .

_April - 0800 hcurs 10 Aril

- The Division had “een inforncd that they were to take over o portion of the

L

| Aruy Front Line, so all offirts were now directed toinrd the nccome
t of this end.

1 and detailod plens for the relicf of o portion of the 88th Division

Division vere norked cut by Mcjor Gunernls COULTER ~nd SLOAN nnd
ctive staffs,

ion Field Order /1 vns issued.

rhile the 357th and 338th Infantry Reginmonts continued trrining in

greas.

"L" plus one plotoon Compnny "MM, 338th Infentry Regivent, vere
the 339th Infantry and nuved into the fromt linc erecs held by

eld Artillery Battalion had occupied positicns in support
and was prepared to fire =t 2310 hours on 8 April,

310th Medical Battalion, and one pletecn of the Clenring
lical Battalion, vere in forvard positicns for the uvacurtion

e i
ot e
he 85th Reconnnissanceé Treap had been rssigned the wmission
W-Eridge cgainst attack by grommsox nnter.
: 2 ;

- ". Tk - 'i
&?\tt this period wns vernand ele-r.

= D0 hour 4 april - ‘(Swo Jhnex #1 - Sketch)

'“[-ﬂh Division for the first time in history ves coo-

4t this hour, coommand of the left (coustrl) sector
the Coumending Genornl, 85th Division. The front

approximtely 5,509 yards, extunding froo the

v of Sceuin to & peint north of Winturnc.
the 1lin. o% this hour wns ns follows:

“L" =nd one platoon Company "N", 338th Infontry
e vith three Bettclions cbreast.

:Tﬁmﬁrmadénmumwnqpumu)1naumn




85th Division Reports

@ CAWPTPENTT L @

In an importont chenge of command, Lt. Col, Brookner W, Brrdy relioved
Colonul Matthews as the Commanding Officer, 359th Infantry Regiment, Colonel
Matthows wns hospitalized snd transferred from the Divisicn,

Two schools vere in opercticn during this period to vhich all conbzt units
sent ropresentatives. These wero the specizl Scouting ond Prtroling School
conducted by the Fifth Aruy and the Mine Varfare School conducted by the 310th
Engineer Battzlion,

Poriod 8 April - 0300 heurs 10 iril

The Division had “een inforned thet they were to take over o
- pein Fifth Army Front Line, so all efferts were now directed tovn
plishoent of this end,

portion of th,
rd the nccon-

Final and detailed plons for the relicf of o portion of the 88th Division
by the 85th Division were vorked cut 5y Ecjor Gunerals COULTER =nd SLOAN nnd
their res)otive staffs,

Division Field Order /1 vas issued,

Moanvhile the 337th and 338th Infantry Regiments contimued treining in
the rear ureas.

Company "L" plus one Platoun Company "M", 338th Infrntry Ruginvent,
attached to the 339th Infantry and oov
the 339th. -

vere
ed into the front linc sress neld by

oy

The 329th Field artillery Battalion had occupied

positicns in support
of the front line and vas prepared to fire

©t 2310 hours on 8 April.,

Coupany "C", 310th Mcdicnl Battolion, and cne pletoon of the Clecring
Company, 310th Medicnl Batialion, vere in formrd rositions for the uvacuntion
of cosunlties, Yo

sl V\
—

One platoon of the 85th Regcormnissnncs TreQp had been essigned the pission

of guarding the MIREIFI0 Bridee ~gainst attock by crommsox nater,
i A ;

-~ -
Weather throughout this pericd wns vorm-and ple-r,

—

. : . A"\
Period 0800 hours 10 april - 0200 hours 14 jpril - (Sce dnnex #1 - Sketch)

—————

v

4t 0800 hours 10 april the Division for the first time in history ros con-
nitted to action ns o unit, At this hour, command of the left (coustrl) sector

pessed to the Cornending Genoral, 85th Division. The fromt
in this eector covered approximetoly 5,500 yards, extunding froo the
80 . .2 at 2 point unst of Sseui to o point north of Winturn...

Disposition of units on the 1in. ot this heur wms as follovs:

Tho 339th Infent . ;

; ry (vith Company "L -ngd one platoon Company "N", 858th Infentry
) Sccupicd the fiunt 1ine rifh chs Bettelions ebroast.
zagpgi:h Divisicn Artillery (less 328th Fiold .rtillery Battalion) in dircct

LY

‘3‘!:“55211 Reconnnissance Troop (-) guarding cosst line fron mouth of Gerigliano
SSVOF TO point aporoxitately threo olles north of Mondragone,

9@ plotoon BSEh Roconnaise-ges S
| g oanalsecnce Troop guarding Hnturnc Eridge over the Garig

"
-

-

TN
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out orch night by cur front line troops
%:;}.P;;r:ugz::? ml::z:hzf‘ dotnil wes built up to give on nccurnte end
y complete pisture of “ho ecemy ajepcsitions, un attenpt was mnde by
ﬁu}. and cer.al plotos o pin poini. the locctions ¢f oll gun and nmortna
® along the front 1line. Tt wne lenrned that the vnemy had bused most
defonsos on the reveras slopes, thit his MLR and outpost lino wns rather
s held, that he relied mairly cn utonsive use of land and personnel mines
'-co::rdj.nutad {nterlacking bonds of machine gun fire supperted by portars
lery to hol& his ponitisrs, Tha his crsi1lery vwas lucated genernlly
api.gno Costolionernto. Moxorols, wnd Formia. Thet he used o number of
ed artillesr pisces whick chmnged positiuns frequently. Thot some
s were in the reverge siopes or Hount Scouri, Thot his 170nn guns
W-ii Cor.stal Defurse guas 26 Goeta verce copoble of recching any of our install-

north of Mount Massicc.

considerable ~mount of enemy informction during this perioed wos obtcined
vili‘n refugees vho traveled in small bonts frum behind the enemy lines
vicirity of Foramiz or Gaetr rnd landad clong the coast line in our secter
thay were apprehended by the 85Lh Reconnnissonce Troop. The eneny clso
od to use similar methods Lo plcce enemy agents behind cur lines ond four

agents were picked up during the period.

ughout the period, the eneny artillery maintnined harussing ond nuisonece
 oceasionnl concentraticns on any profitable targets. His normal torgets 1
r front line postions, Minturnu, Tufo, Tremensucli, the Minturnc Bridge, :
coastal aren where the supporting Corps Artillery wes locuted. / :

|

, unpopular enemy wecpons for vur front line troops were the Gernon
pistol and the Nebelwerfor.

During the period, our Divisional ortillery proved most effective, 4in

- pdoption of the policy of returning five shells fur e..ch onc of the eneny

enemy cumplotely under cuver during deylight. MNo enemy troops or
moved except ot night and the interdictury fire cnd quick concen-

‘criticnl points .f the enemy sujsily lines unquesticnably coused nony
s, Effective counterbattory by the 403rd Field .rtillery Batta-

of thd .irtillery Liniscn plancs limited greatly the enemy

during deylight.

1, direct hits un the brickyord ot Scouri coused the explesion of
ma_ni‘bion dunp.

his phase of oporations, the 310th Enginesr Battalion vas employed
nee of rotds within the Division scetor ond in the clecring of

blems during this phase were handled in o pust efficient ponnor.
vere given ot lenst une hut menl per dny. K or C or 10 in 1
for front line positions. in augmented B ration for 11 cther

ing v8 sscured by direct exchenge nt the Quirtermestur shover unit

ful for 211 ealibres,
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(E G HE.DQUARTERS 85TH INF.NTKY DIVISION

«PO #85, U, S. Amy.

-

goTH INF.NTRY DIVISION ! MY 0x(h v AT ’,;/
e
REPORT OF OPER/TIONS - MY 1844 XS

Pordod 1 May - 2300 hours 11 Moy (See .nnux #1)

Durdng this pericd the Divisiin cuntinued tu netively defend its assigned
soctor within the II Corps zone.

4t the beginning of the periud, the Division fromt was approxinmately 9,500
yards in width and extended fron the Tyrennian Sea at n oint east of Scouri,
thence to a point west of Tremensuoli, thence north of Minturnc nnd Tufo to
the JAusente River. The line vas uanned by the 338th Infontry on the loft ond
the 357th Infantry an the right. Each Reginent defended 11th threc Battalicons
abreast thus the Divisiun soctor was cuvered by six Battrlions., The 85th Divi-
sion /rtillery wns in direct support of the front line units. . Battalivn of
the 339th Infantry yms notorized and was in o two hour alurt st-tus in the rest
area northeast of Mondragone.

During: this periocd front line positiins were stobilized., Positiuns tere
well dug in, sandbagged ond barricaded ngninst artillery and nortar fire,
Nightly patrols were sent cut by each side fur reconncissence, security, anbush
or coubat missions, The artillery of each side was nctive. Horassing, inter-
dictory, counterbnttery, and quiek cuncentrations un profitoble tergets were
fired. Prusence of the artillery restricted movewont on buth sides tu the
hours of d:rkness.

Upon receipt of urders for the nttock Mojor General Juhn B, Coulter, the
“Divisiun Coumander, made thorough and detziled plans and finzl preparaticns for
the employment of the vori us orpgenic and nttoched units of the Divisiun, The
339th Infantry wns povoed fron the Division rest area swuth of Mount Massico
and took over epproximately the left half of the 338th Infontry seetor, The
$88th continued to defond in what amounted to one holf of their fourner zome,
Each Regivent had two Battaliuns nbreast cn the front line. Not result of these
changes was to put tow Reginents ench vith twe Battaliuns in line int. the scone
zone where une Reginent had defended with three Battolions in line, The 337th
peanwhile was relieved in its sector by the 88th Divisi.n ~nd bec-ne the Divi-
slon reserve vith locations southvest of Treuensuoli, One Battaoliun of the
357th wns attnched to the 339th Infantry in the left frunt line sector.

Meanshile on 9 May the Division CP had been muved to Minturno.

Pe 2 U = hours 15 My (Soe .inn x #2)

The attack junped off prooptly at 2300 hours 11 Moy, Twelve Field Arti-
llery Battaliuns -supported the Division either directly or indircctly. These
¥arded fron the 75m howitzers uf the 602nd Field Artillery Bottalion (Prck)

1“.0 the 240mm howitzers and the 155nu "Long Tons" of the II Corps artillery.

41l of these begen firing concontrations sioultonecusly. The noise wns terrific
- the entire recr arens .f the Divisiun were cuyured with the gun floshes of
¥ho rapidly firing guns. Tt was part of the grectest berrage in Vorld lar II
and w8 truly an eve inspiring sight. Memehile, throuch the d-rkness and
under cuver of this trevendous borrnge, the front line troups juoped off ond

Proceeded t word the enemy lines. The Inf-ntry supported their cwn otteck with
Dachine guns, nortars, and thier vvn Connon Cumpany fire.

o ©
(uver)
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Tactical surprise had been nchicved. lth urh the Ge o .
an attack, it wns not oxpected un this A te, Howover, tmrm:w}vx‘-go.:::fnaflr';cum
‘ prompt. From his ecrrefully preparvd front ling pusitions, o cuntinuous dufq:nai\m
& band uf nachine gun fire was lnid duvm. Fnewy nortar fire rnd artillery bepen
‘ to land on our forward positions. .dvencel outlosts in Tremensucly viere aug-

'S Jected tu o porticularly henvy cneuy artillery concentration, Vire comuuni
t in wany instances wrs knocked out. =3 B

i A
Al

~__ On the left of the Divisiun scetor, the 339th Infont cdveneing toward
,ﬁn;m ond San Martino, which wms mode up of tie pocks x(.'VHJ.JLla #ssianfnd #66)
- ron dnto deturnined rosistance. Gernen minoficlds in front of tholr pisitiiae
~ coused many “asualties. Troops of the 3rd Battclion, 339th Infontry in crossing
e ;be Capo d'Acqua tuwards their objective on Saon Hortino, encountered minefields
I i A" and enfilade nachine fn fire. On the I'ii"ht uf the Divisi.n ﬂactur, the g
838th Infontry advancing tovard Scleceinno ond 'S Ridge (Hills 785, #1381, =nd
#128) was nlso encountering minufields nnd prepared defensive machine pun =nd

*‘L _ By 0800 huurs, the Geronn ILR hnd been penetrrted by the 339th Inf:
LA } M1l #79 ond Hill #%69. Counter-ttocks lrunchoed against buth of these furtures
Wr s ] ‘é. - hod been repelled. The 338th Infontry hrd not reached thoir objectives ~nd the
two essault Battnliuns were pinned duim in vhnt hed formerly been "o Mn's Lend',

ntry on

after some reorganizotion, another nttnck wes ordered for 0900 hours, Still
- o third attack was ordered for 1300 hours. By 1500 hours 12 My, the Germen HMIR
s boginning tu crumble. The 3rd Battalion, 338th Inf-ntry h-d noved int.
Solnceizno which wos n the southwest end of "st iddge wnd _ermitted our troups
to bring direct smnll arms fire on positicns of the reverse slepe of "S" Ridge.
~ The lst Battalion, 337th Infantry (attached to the 339th Inf-ntry ) hed sceured
o 2 firn hold un Hill i#66 ond hod withstood two strong counturntiocks., Hill £79
o was still hold ty Compony "G" of the 339th Infontry., Most of Cumpcny "F", 339th
- Infantry on "Intermedinte" Ridge hod been surrcunded ~nd trken prisoner or Je-
: stroyed during a strong enemy countercttock, The reminder of the 339th vos
on the outskirts of Scruri ond hol mode advences cll rlung their front. At this
- stege of operatioms, gains were mensured in yards rnd every yard of sdvence wos
~ bitterly contested by the Germans.

. By nightfall 14 Moy, the 337th Infantry hod been conpittod in between the
38th ond 339th Infentry Repiuents ond hod successfully assaultced and coptured
1 108 which 325 on tho Germon's seeundnry line. The 338th h d finclly moved
and takei: "S" Ridge, including Hills #131 -nd #85. On _ur right, the 88th
dsion hod _vercome particulerly stubb.rn resistance to erpture Sonta Meria.

By nuon 15 Moy, the 339th vas holding Hill /66, Rill #79, =nd Hill 7'58;
338th was un Hill #60 ond in the Cave A'drpuille orea; the 337th hod success-
_repulsed tno counterattncks t. gain o secure hold on Hill #108, =nd the
line wns broken. The first .huse 1as unded, -nd the Divisicn vcs now

F to continue the attrck towmrd the west.

dientive of the fivrconess .f this combat, is the fnct thut ver 1,100
wers ovacunted to .ur Division Cloaring Station durin; the first 48
e attack.

hourg 15 Moy - 18 Mov-(See .nnex #3)
 hours 15 May, 2 new ottock vns launched, In this, the 338th Inf ntr
Mount Penitro thon drive southwest t. the Croce RJ ond thence pro-
ong Higlmy #7. This, if successful, would typnss Scruri cnd lurt
The 557th in the Division right z.ne wes tu ctteck Castellonornto ~nd
ed west tuvard Maronole,

- g ———— i
Tl
o - S
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successful, The 2nd Bottoliun, 337th Infrntry storped up

8 toward Gnltalluau rollodng hecvy ertillery concemtrotions
odr furcos, By 1900, this Bettolion hed

'mmmm nowd s.De 2,000 yards t. the west tuvnrd Merenole,
-%

lﬂthlnnwingpun Bount Ponitro tuard Croce RJ ran into strong enemy
“and an eneny counterattack furced then to withdrew fur the night beck

Penitro,

5 ey, thosmthprucwdud through the t.wn of Sceurdi tnd Mount Scourd
y mup up on remcining resistance, The 91st Recommcisscnce Squodron, vhich hed
o direct ! to accomplish this mission, wr.s hrlted y © blumm bridge in Seaurd
 nu ypass could be found, Very 1little .pp-sitiun, Jthor thon henvy
, wo8 encountered ty tho 333th Infantry in Seauri .r on Mount Sccuri,
28 German forces hrd vithirawn to avold being cut off by the 338th
> wﬂ.chm moving in behind them ot Crcco KEJ.

During the stme day, the 337th, odvineing turord Meronole, ron into strung
ion fron Trivio and fron lnmt Cnppese, Likuvise, the ‘.seth Infontry pro-
an the left flzonk vwes stopped by fire fron the s.uthern slopes of Eount

new attack was lounched ot doylight 17 Moy during which the 337th pro-

0 pulh throuzh Trivio and Harcnolz cnd then tu Idlls #4906, 510, ond
Moln vhere they baltod. .t the some time, the 338th, Lushing forward un
; ,‘hﬁ flenk, overctme repaining resistance on the "Dorz Limk" of Mount Coipese
pushed into Formiz. The 349th Infantry, of the 88th Division, wnnd vhich wns
nw\oh-d 2t t;uu time tu tho 85th, pushed foriard nbrezst of the 357th throuch
. - north of our zone to Hills #845 o~nd #6€0.

0 16 My, the 338th hed nuved throwgh Formis -nd sdv-nced to
4 openod the rucd toward Itri and put us on positions in rear
w- defunses un the Gaeta.Peninsula.
N
4 My - (Seo .ﬁzex #a)
¥ § . =¥

n7 this pericd the bettared rmnta at the Germon S4th Division with-
n.rth and northwest. Elewents of tho 104th Ponzer Grenndier Regl-
» 15¢h PG Division »nd tho 620th JST Battelion, which h-d been hurriedly
- ,mhmmﬂtm,rereulsoinmllrctreat "y ;

J emtimul tu advance ngninst decronsing resistance uver o wide
us fromt. Twu impert-nt terrnin fontures, the Cocoto cnd Terrncine

whic m heavily furtified =nd which were ct right ongles t. .ur
cdvenee, mnda our zdvance Tathor cumplicsted. ”

mfh Infontry and the B5th Recunntissence Troop cunt:lnubd to
0C of resistance in the Greta Peninsula. The 339th com-
oVer Nount Cefrlo tnd Mount S, Onofino, During this move-
Toceived flugkin; fire from the tuvm of Itri, A Bottalion wes
‘tovm end efter o short but spirited ongcgemnt thptwnm

- - 2% -

4 = .

Infrotry cumpleted the mupping up of Gauta and the Ge utn'
mphdmmaucmmmmbmcuw
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98 uf abond. ned materiel, recurds, cnd duvcuments found 4in
M‘an..tod thot the enemy hod buﬁ in sume hosto in  ith-
places. Tw. uf tho 170mm guns which hed buen pounding wur
me vore f.und in Itri.
 339th cuntinuusd to tho nurtinest pcst Fondi rnd encountered
8 un Maunt C-lvo cnd Mount Delle Rucer, These vore furced
dle, the 537th procewded vust clong Highwry /7 -n2 the reil-
nd the rear of the 339th, ~nd wure then committod on the left
M- The 337¢h rdvenced northnest cgndnst the tuvm of
po rusistanco wis oncountered, 70 or 80 prisuners toere trken,
: cupivd. Onu Batialicn of the 337th continued nerthiest to
_ground cbove Son Bingiu, 1hile the Keginunt (-) precscded souti-
y #7 townrd Torracinn. Vhile nll these wvents vere toking ploce
vod from IT Corps tu muve the 538th Infintry by vrter frog :
rrocint,  One Bottolion of DUKWs wos mode nveileble for the move.
afternoun of the 2lst, tho lst Bobtelion, 338th Infontry bu-rded
transiorted to Sperlongn. The plen fur further water move
L m-

Moy the 339th Infantry pressed nurthiest intu the mountrins northwest
¥ ring slight resistance. The ememy withdrow, "The terrein in
‘was rough, rugged, 2nd pounteinous, It wos passnble vnly on
mls. The objuct of this drive thrcugh the mountrins wes to
in o strnight line t. the Puntine Marshes vhere Highay #7 coula
L rear of the Germon forces in Turracina, Memmvhile the 377th (-)
mest (2t right ongles t. the directi.n token by 339th) “l.ng
‘encountered strong rusistance from Mownt Croce. Mermwhile the 338th
ving ty morching end motur from Gnetn ~nd Sperl_ngn to pusitions
ndi, Inasmuch as Highmy #7 vms the .nly rond ovaileble betveen Fomli
» 2nd innsmuch os this rund wes being used by b.th the 85th nnd 88th
lus a1l atteched =nd IT Corps troups, the movement of the 338th was

PG Divisiun, were emcountered in force. The 3%9th Infantry
the mountains coptured Somnino rfter a fierce, hutly cuntusted
wns lofended by the III Bottrliun, 15th PG legiment., Jmong

token in this battle, wee Cojtnin Hosbelein, the III Botto-
icer, vhu stotel thot his sutfit hed not expocted our troous
Junteins ond thet the first intimation he hol of .ur presense
 Tuceived o message thot lmerieans ver: on either flonk ond
sssible. In this engngemont, the 379tL wms cntircly on £.ut
sunt up by mile troins.

emy rusistonce stiffened c.nsidersbly. Elements .f o new Germen

538th had beun comaittel -nd wns nov pushing furverd through
e right of the 337th t. _utflonk Torrccinn -nd Lccupy the
the mountnins uverlooking the Pomtine Marshes. Prior to
atains, lowuver, - short encounter wos had with cnemy forces
 rodilrond tunnel. Elements of the 71st PG Regiment, 29th
aT The 3rd Battnlioun, 338th Infontry reinfurced by
Destroyer Battolion remcined on puord ot the mouth
38th Infantry contimucd its ndvoncs,

tunnel was sume five milos in length snd hnd been

' troups ond sup . lies under the mountcins cnd into
st Roginonts, 29th Division hod moved hurriedly from
2 the night Jf 20/21 M-y + ith the missiin of stopoing
h Ropinents used the tumnel in order to recch our
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: -
r 156 encounturing strong rusistrnce in the
% unttug: Croce vio.s ani;\iasm. Lo .
L f.r th Imons. .. Secund attrck by thoe 337
Hiplmuy ¢7, clong the buse of the hﬂ.{l, tr.nksth
( mochanized elements of the 9lst Peconncissonce
dem.1iticns ond mnti-tenk ond rucket fire,
v (%88988) nnd Hill 183 uns mrde by the 337th
the 35th D‘.‘.visiun Lrtillory ond the 2nd Chemienl

g M r:.rtillury su,.ort,

2l dutn frum the hills vith three Bottoliins cbrunst
.. The loss .f this "buttlenock” wrs o bed blow te tho
thv snziv Bucchhetd vos now opuned, therees, os long os
£7 theract, .ur furces vwst .f thu maunteins were
ol by mulu tmin.

"t}l‘th 1dth 211 possitlesspued meeting only reor gunr.
ml then slipntly stronger .rev nized resistonce.

wneLy Qdeleying pqsiti.n wes encountored ~long the
I strony wlvence only b thuse

~ntry 8 8u . urtad ty the 85th Divi-

, 76%11 '.l‘r:.nk Bo.tt..li..n md 776tk Tonk Dustr.yer

w-wsme th c.,nplate the nopping wp of
fron tho wnst by ulenents .f tho 117th Ruecon- -

-}b

ron front line c.pbet. There wns Du
«zﬁ-. this tine. Friendly forces froo

st neross .ur front hod esused the
mrkad the 491-.11 ar,y uf cuntj.mme por-
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gho ssath, vhere the eneuy m lcented vn highly fo.wmh
g ond well-cuurdinated machine gun end morter fire dal.g.l

of tha dey 58 prisonors, numy fron let PG Rugiuont, a,m
on, hod boen taken opd the Division wos rdvoneing within its zone
Rome (llﬂ.ci was entered by clements of thé Divisicn just

the Divisiun advance 72 miles, capturud 1,249 priscners
od the Germon 94th Division, caoused the retreat of
- destruyed, or caused the cnemy to abandon greect

» ot the close of tho porjod: 791 officers, 44
enlisted men.

of comiondation received by the Divisiun during the
A the Comnanders of the Fifth .rmy, II Corps, ond

-

17/9:/, uc‘..aﬁ
~  JOHN B, COULTER,
hj\.r &m’ U. S. MJ
Conionding.
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HE.DQU..RTERS II CORPS
APU 19 U.8. ARMY

SUBJECT : Mcsstpe

TO ¢ Comondin: Generzl, 85th Infantry Divisi n.
Comnandinig: Generrl, JSth Irfontry Divisi.n,

The folluwiny is an extroct .f nessore from the Aruy Conpander, It
is desired that this messcge be brouiht to the attentin of 211 erscmnel of
your connend,

“In o messoge of congratulntivn received fr.om Gener:l Mershall he
asked that the fullowing be sent tu yous"

"My congratulcti.ns tu you personally, ond t. the commenders cnd
men of the eijht five and cight eisht divisions., Their s.lendid
perfornoene ond fortitude hove arckened prect cntlusissn over here
and will hove o depressing effect .n the Gernan hish cupmond."

3 3* 3

CLaARE

By comand Jf Mcjor General KEYES:

/s/ F. U, Zies

IR A, 2TRE
C.lunel, d.G.DL,
Jdjutent Generel.

RE

g maw LIl 0

R;:’ih if ro::"Jtm ‘ - N n: théro,.
[ THO l(;'}’ Tyﬁ‘u . -
5 o e JUTANT

> ERLIgA LS.

L CCCt ol g o R
YWNGRAL & P il Z B w74 0
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| refferesd i Itakr where it 1 3
B onr o * 5. It wes reted o8 @ firstcloss ouadel Dhviaton,
S N~ S = '

aing fropt limes a2 idisad. There ded dwen Litile cduage 2 e
g | Wrﬁdh- et sides vere vell dag i» aad pesitices
X s mmmx;ﬁewummi;
RS AR tercain features im tde cres aad ded dnwt
ay ovesedt daring Serlig
we tomedinte smell cres or axtillesy firv. v
af the rear treas,'otder tdex in siagle weliiles,
ary comcestraties, Tho ruised tWwea of Trea-
» Slight soliest of e Dreal lises, wes

acivity oo Dokl sides comsisted o am active, alert, defease O
g petral cotdvity. Detercittest, deressing, “nl

fire Y ?% of dotd sided witd quick cwncenkretiies whoa-

: e

30 Jpri) wea motesertly i Bhet @ petrel of b NN Dafas

Wrve Frisocers of g:n& es Daing frua the M08 Compemy, ITER>

: '_ . : prismers for e Divislon ead W Dt

e IT Com h& sormtive. Mok fovoradle commwnd ves recdval Y
*rll ggressive wotiz,

e Beld Jrtillery Settelice joinad the otder
W ATect Mprert of the Droalt lise pesi-

waits ixto 2o comter seetir
0 toking over Wk sector. Do S nlatny
1ako the arec delng wooatod Ny e ST,

M Einture The dridge wos o coly e ia e secior
Ns ™s o eervation, amd fur it
: Swnstantly wder sooke daylight hours, ond treffic ves
R : i % pess policy, cuntrelled dinectly
EERIT 4 aaly : fraffic during doylight dours.
— . el : N N OV \SD.Q SBBOX f - &\‘::‘“ .

1 Seril, Aho SSTAA Dafamdry Med comleted the mdiel of

: 'ﬂ o 330h Division I the center sector of the IX Curps sonw
ol of tha secter forcally passod to tde Coumending Jeawrsl,
FGETa . ) Biwdsica & froat speraximetaly 3,80 s vid
Yreas 10 v esvote River, -4

B e Jeft (S392) sector. The 3376 cocwpled its
« Thus tha Divisien fromt dod alx Bettalioes

GPEOing cur det sector werw kmom to imelude the 13D
.:Imcr e IR Infantry in the wioinity of Soats
RO o 'Ui ttadion, 2AAMA Infstry, Tist Geyoen Division,

osente River, The huund ry MNvtvean the Jerien
} w23 Beliovad to Do gemarally in tho lov growsd fust o st

A Eds .

— ~ 7 ‘
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HEIXXL'J*TE]E II CORPS
-‘1?0 19 U.S. ‘LR}-I

¥ - YRl B In the Field
‘ 26 Mey 1944

SUBJECT : Messcge
TO 3 Unit Connmandurs, II Curps

" The fulluwing message fru. the .iny Coubonder has' been received. It is E
. that this pesscge be brourht tu the attenti n of all crsommel of your 5.
dz %

I desire to commend in highest terms the magnificent uperntiins of your q
sirce the beginning of the ;resemt .ffensive un lioy cleventh b_,r which "
M the junction of Fifth Arzy poin forees ond the Fifth Jirmy bench-
puups. You have executed this mission vith superlative egEressivencss
ﬁ.ght without peuse tu o dugged ond determined cnemy, repelling :
repented counterattacks ond rufusing t. be deloyed or obstructed £N
defensive positivms, by the fatigue of your tro.;s, by his nincs {
or by the difficult terrain uver which y.w c ntinuous -dvonce ¥
o In driving hin back from pusition t. position you hove g
By & hevy price in casuzlties and prisuners. The brillircnt advonce
been executed continuously nnd persistuntly for fourteen doys re-
great victory fur the Fifth irmy and ccn not f2il to have = mejor »
nly upon the Allied campeign in Italy but upon the whole wor cgoinst
nge cunvey iy congrotulations tu 21l the persomnel of your cumpend %
the expression of my ;ride in heving your s lendid units in the

¥y command of Majur Generml KEXES:

/s/ F. 1. Zies

/t/ F.\. ZIES,
Col.nel, 4.G.D.,
Acjutant Generel.

 RESTRICTED

qqqqqq

{Ez‘" JJUTA!
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Maj Gen Coulter,
CG, 85 Divisioun,

FITH THE C.PTURE OF C.STELLONORL.TO .ND SC.URI THE 85 DIVISION iL.S
+CCOMPLISHED EXTREMELY I:{POXT..NT P.ITS OF THE II CORPS KISSIUN .ND
THE OBJECTIVC SET BY ARMY IS VITHIN OUR GRASP IF 'E .CT BOLDLY,
VIGOROUSLY .ND PIOMFTLY, THIS I C.LL UPUN YOU TO DO. THE SENSING

OF VICTORY VHICH IS IN THE .IR VILL FuR OUT' EIGE TEMPOR.LY PHYSIC.L
FiTIGUE, .ND LE.DERSHIP OF OFFICERS ..ND NON-COMMIS,IONED OFTICERS
VILL INSPIRE THE IEN TO CONTINUE ON. PLE.SE .iCCEPT FOR YOURSELT .ND
STAFF ND FOR THE TROOPS UNDER YOUR COMM.ND MY SINCERE CONCRLTUL.TIONS

<ND /DMIR.TION FOR .. H.PD T.SK VELL DONE D IN ANTICIP.TION OF

ANOTHER EARLY VICTORY.

KEL ES
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In

and he occupied

ments of the lst P

1028th PGR and the y-passed he nort . _

the 338th and two battalions of the 337th, S forces left in the city
were cleared out by the 2nd Battalion er hard fighting in the streets and
buildings, The 337th reached MASCE ' AR/ nd the near slopes of CASTLE’
HILL (CASTEL D' ARIANO), The 339th,relieving the two battalions of the 337th,
seized the Hill, The 337th then advanced north beyond }i. CERASO, The 338th
met heavy artillery and mortar resistance in its advance north of LARIANO and
found the enemy wall dug in, with his main line of resistance along steep rail-
road banks. They nevertheless sooén drove him out and then pushed on to COLLE
DI FUORI (G~-015555) and i, CERASO, and on 2 June the 2nd Battalion of that
Regiment cut Highvay 6 near SAN CESAREO., The same day the 339th took }!, FIORE, . 57

A

On 3 June the 337th took the town of ROCCA PRIORA. Only a few hills now -
remained between the attacking force and RQIE. The lst Battalion ¢f the 339th \
taking CAMALDOLI, }:. SALAIIONE and li. SAN SEBASTIONO, saw before them a great ¢
valley and ROUE itself, 15 miles or so away, The enemy meanwhile twas with~- v
drawing in haste, and even in rout, toward the country north and north = west
of that city, offering comparatively little rear-guard action to cwver the re-
treat, He had suffered heavy losses, and all alonz, since LARIANO, had had few
prepared positions to retire to, The prisoners talken showed g&lear ly that
morale was weakening, The 85th Reconnaissance Troop, however, ran into a
heavy fire fight that nipght just south of HOUTE CONPATRI (952543). ¥ith the
close support of Diwision Artillery they killed 40 of the enemy and took 65
prisoners, The next day elements of the Reconnaissance Troop semt patrols into
FRASCATI, clearing out snipers, and the 339th occupied the town, Tno 337th,
continuing its advance, marched through MONTE COKPATRI and FRASCATI, and be=

tween 0800 and 0830 hours 4 June elements of that regiment ontered the out=
skirts of ROI'E.

3 At this time the 337th was ordered to turn to the south - westt and take
up defensive positions astride Highway 7 to provent the further withdrawal of
enemy troops by that route. The 339th was halted astride Highway 6 t:hroce miles
south' = east of RO’E, The 2nd Battalion of the 338th, with mechanized attach=
monts, was used to secure three imp;)rtant bridges across the TIBER in ROUE.

The following mossage by tho Commanding Goneral, Fifth Army was rocoived
through Co:manding Goneral, II Corps ##* "It ig my urgent dosire that Fi fth
Army troops protect both public and privatc property in the eity of RAIE. Evory
effort will be made to provent our troops from firing into tho city. Howrever,
the deciding factors are tho onomy dispositions and actions, If the Germans
oppose our advahce by dispositions and firos that nccossitat e #*#* firing into
tho city of RA'E, battalion commanders and all higher commanders uthor ized

fire and moveriont s . &ancc excopt sofe iping fire s found in RAIE
and no 3h311m5'\-,mrs o) ghough the Difision was proparcd to attack
ﬁi:’li if rosi:rn . .“mmro.

'I'h';/,/ Qaf T}BA"JJUI'A; ' _
£ L CTEL Cr i A
» COMMITTEE 5 =& -

L,
I "‘{\VNGH.‘\D;.
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et ing or me
: of on
armcd iﬁ‘:h automatic weaponsi Thesc roar=-guards habite
r tho rodds and were forcod to tithdraw when owr infantey.
At this timo, for a briof porioed, tho onomy rear-guard action
stiffened, and in taking LIONTEROSI, for oxamplo, it was nccossary to cloar many
minos from tho roads and noarby arcasy loanwhilo, tho 338th was advancing

through the VALLE CORAZZA to thc area botwoon LAGO DI BRACCIANO and LAGO DI
IART IGNANO. .

. 'Tho Howso Task Forco, consisting of a recinforced armored rogiment, was
attached on 7 Juno, Tho noxt morning this Task Forée with the lst Battalion of
the 337th, now motoritod, and attachod tanks, tank dostroyors, and ongincors was
orderod to advanco north to maintain contact and dofoat tho onomy withdrawing in
the Division zono of actiony On 8 Juno, tho Division was dirocted to elcar thé .
VITERBO road boonuso of tho British who woro approaching from the south - cast,
From 8 td 10 Juno the Division ocedsionally lost contact with the cnemy though
prisonors wore still being taken from miscollancous units ineluding the 20th Air
Forco Division and tho 4th Parachuto Division, llcanwhilo, tho lst Armerod
Division, crossing the Division loft boundary, ontored VETRALLA, and on 9 June
Corps Hoadquartors ordered this Division to clcar Highway 2.in favo:r of dhe lst
Armorod Division, By this timo our loading clemonts were being rolicved by
olomonts of tho Srd Algoerian Infantry Division, Those Fronch troops undor 85th
Division control during tho relief had advancod to the vieinity of TUSCANIA whon

thoy rovorted to the control of the Froneh Expoditionary Corps at 1000 hours 10
Junp, at which timo this Division was relicved from the line,

From Juno 1 = 10 tho Division had advanced from the rogion around LARIANO
to 46 rond milos north of ROME., During that period 99 officors and men woro
JXillod in metion;'59 worc scriously wounded; 321 slightly wounded; and 132 woro
roportod missing in action, On the last day of tho month theo'assigned strongth
of the Division was 770 officors, 44 worrant officors, and 15,208 onlisted mone
Tho offoctivo strongth wos 754 officors, 44 worroant officors, and 14,992 cnlistod
mon. During Juno, 24 officors and 840 onlistod men woro rceoived as roplaccmonts,

Prisoncrs takon during this phasc totaled 1212,

Eiﬁd 1000 hours 10 Juno = 30 Juno,

south -Bf-z‘??cn 19 ‘}“d_l": Juno tho Division moved to

705t of ROI'E in thc ostate of tho King of Ttaly
CASTEL PORZI.AI'O. Horo the troops vioro biouvaeo S
e‘ondueti.ng training, ond studying lossons tausht
Emphagis vag Placed on mothods of nssaultine o
and platoon problams : ng forti

Showrors ana elothin




opportunities fo
sges for ROME

shows, soldier

night to one.

JOHN B. GOULTER,

'f;!njor Goneral, U, S. A.,
: Commanding,

6 Incls:
Amnexos (i) to (2)

Lottors of Cormendation (3) to (6)
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T] A "f!‘_ e o
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Lewmel vour attock the aftcrnoon of 3l I'ny, you drove rolentlossly,
dey ond night, capburing tho critical positions ol Volmontono, Colleforro, U,
Coreoo, Lo Fioro, ma, Rocee Priorn, end Prascati, Aftor only throc doys
ond nights you spocrhecded the triuwmphant morch of Fifth Army into Rome, Likce

wiso, you woro £irst to sccuro tho imsortomt Tibor Rivoer bridges, thus ncsur-
ing your continuod cdvenco, -

This morks the culminction of o continuous drive of 24 &c.y', during
vhich timo you heve covored 80 milos, capburcd 4000 prisonocrs of vy, ond loft
tho cnomy writh countloss dend ond vounded, You hevo dominated tho ononmy, do=

footing end driving hin bofore you, ccusing hin to retroct in disor or, looving
mich velusble antericl on tho bettlolicld,

For your cowrc(o, ondurt‘.ncaz diseipline, ond combot officicnecy, you
jo!

have won the pleudits ond commondotions of distinguichoed officore of the Allicd
Armics throughout tho world, Iy ndmiration for your nccomplishmonts is ox=
coeded only by my orido in hoving cormondod you,

/u/ Gooffroy Keyos,

/t/ GEOFFREY KEYDS,

Injor Gonornl, USA,
Commanding,

DISTRIBUT 10K 3
-""lrs'_'rl-—
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AG 201,22
(6 Jun 44) | B i o
HEADQUARTERS 85TH DNFAI'TRY DIVISION, APO 85, U, S, Army, \

TO: Unit Commandors, including attachod wnitse

It is again my happy privilega to tronsmit tho Corps Commondor's come
mondotion of your magnificont drivos ‘

Tho officors and mon of tho 85th Infantry Division, and attachod inita,
con bo as justly proud of this rccord as I in my pride of cach of yous

/8/ Jom B, Coultor,

/t/ JOHN B. COULTER, °

linjor Goneral, U, S,  Army,
Commanding

RESTRICTED
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$30,18 (OT)

Sudbjoct: Commondations ‘ e
b ) ¢t Division and Scparate Unit Commandors, II Corps,

Tho Corps Commrnder is ploase’ to transnit the following commendation
fron Licutcnant Gonmeral Jacod Ly Dewvers, Commanding Gonoral, FATOUSA and
Doputy Suprome Allied Commandor, leditorrancan Thoater:

"Cangratulations to you and 2ll the mombers of your cormond on the
splendid job you are doings It gives mc the groatost pleasurc to scc the re-
sults, Fith comandors and troops such as thosc you have, thore is no doubt as
to the outeomc of this eampaign, Keep wp the good work and may your succosses
continuc and rosult in the final dostruction of the Gorman army in Italy",

By command of lajor Goneral XEYES:

/ s./ Fo Wa

N BR
Colonel, !
Adjutant
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701 Offleura rpd

It 1o wvAth oxtrome
lations to all the b
aporations vith whleh you C
and oaptwrs of enemy forovs and

You have earvied out thoso ojerotio:
dumonatrobin s the releatloan drive nnd offoet
aud Sully ecoporetive Alllod tosme Pownding yowr way poat ovor, ,
meny reaistones nnd torrein, oblivious te oowntorattnel or fotizwe, you have
prosscd on to vho nocl, ;

The viotory m;ioh vou heve von will have flar rorohing offcete in the vor
againgt Gormony, Tho Goroone' lost ditioh defunso from position to ponition ro
he rotirced bosore Rone olovvs eonelunivoly thet Yo rializod how inpertent it vme
for Lin ot his tlao o provont tho eapture of Nenw, the dostruction of lLis
forcos in Italy sud Uhe acoomplishmunt of o wojor .\1licd victory hero, Iis
fallure to acoomplish Yoo lsnlono is o ounco o sovoro hlov to his wrostine
in tho war snd o losa to hls rrnod forous vhileh ho esn not alford, Your victory
ougw's voll for the sucecas of othor olfenelvens viieh will bo hurled apaingt
the linzds in othor ueris of hils soeonllod Lumrommeble Jwronvon fortross,

Ao your Arm{ Commuwndor, I wloh to poy hoiwnse to your splendid neooms
plishuonts ond to tho brove nnd ofliedont mumor in whieh nov, ns on former
oconsions, you have ceancd them, I congratule e yow, cvory ono, As soldiors
of the I'LIeh Army you heve agein provod that vou form o gront Alliod fighting
toam, ready to lawmeh now cescults on nov obJeetivos that licv botwoon us cnd
completo victory,

I vioh this mosonge to bo rond in Norvtion to oll wnita of tho I'ifth
Army,

/n/ lork W, Clork,

/8/ 1URT ¥, CLARK,"

Lioutonant Goneral, USA,
Commanding .

Inelr (3)
Digtribution "i»
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Subjoct: Congratulatory Mossagese ".:,”_
To + lMombors of the Fifth Arw.e

1. Tho following congratulatory od by Licutcnant
Gonoral Mark T Clark, Commanding Fifth Army oy w1l be of
iaterest to tho o 8 % ovotion to duty mnde t!m
viectory ?osaiblo. - - B

2,
FROM PRESIDIT ROOSLVELT:

"You have made the American people very happy. It is o grand job well
dono, Congratulations to you and the men of the Fifth frmy,"

FRQ® PRIME IIITISTER CHURCHILL:

"W rojoice with you in the splondid oxploits, comradeship and tircless
cnorgy of the United States, British and other Allicd troops undor your |
commond ond it gives me the greatest pleasure to congratulate you once
again on your brilliont loading,™

FRX PRIE KINISTER CHURCHILL (thru Gencral Aleoxandor):

“The Tar Cabinct officers have asked me to oxpross thoir most cordial con-
gratulations on thoe daring, paticnce and skill which have led to the
liboration of Rome and to the erippling losses inflicted on the cnomy,
They have also asked me to oxpress, cxtended to, General Clark and General
143030, thoir admiration for their lecadorship, Te shall be glad if you
m}l colplinment on’our behalf the lenders ond troops  of the U.S.A., 6F
Britain, of Concda, New Zealand, South ifriea, India, Franec, Poland, and
Ttaly who howve distinguished thomselves throughout this groat battle,"

FROM SECRSTARY OF @R STINSQN:

e snm} you, on bohalf of the poople of the United States, our decopest
approciation of the thought, labor nnd qualitios of leadorship which hove
contridutod to this succoss and for the troops who hove strained hard,
and in spitc of bittor saecrificos have cntored Romo, Thoy have our
hoartfolt gratitude,® S
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i

'nmy’consmwmim‘ :
of mﬂ “ fa‘.‘c "

"Your accomplishmente have more than justifiod your high roputation and
my groat confidence in you cnd your ability, Plense give to Gonerals
Truseott, CGruonther, Heoyes cnd all my other frionds of your cormand my
warmest congratulntions and the hope thot ono day we will 2ll meoct in
the hicart of the onemy homoland,"

FROY' THE DEAUTY SUPREE LILIED COFIAYDER, I'EDITEVVIEAN THELATAIR, LIMUTELLT

GEUERAL DEZVERS:

"Conzratulations on tho work the Fifth Irny is doing, Through your
leadership cnd guidonce it has madeo o nome for itself ncver o bo for-
gotton by the Allics or the cnomy,

"Plonsc expross to yowr officers cnd men ny personal cdmiration ef thoir
aecouplishmont, I am very proud of the way the Lmoricans have fought
end cre fighting, Vith mon who dosscss thoir courage, stomina and de=
tornination thore con be no doubt in the CGurien mind the’s thov are boing
defonted by superior individuals fighting togothor in an oxc.llent toam,
"I sinocoroly hope wo vill bo able to dostroy the Gormon army totally in -
The ncar fubturcs Iay your succosses continuc," j

FRou TIE COETLJDM-]J\]‘-CEEE}" ALLITD ‘T IR T TPATN TR -r
ALEX/¥DER + » ALLITD TIES I ITALY, CEERAL SIR il. R,

n
You h::.:o won o brilliant vietory and oponcd the door to frosh onca,

paar Ehnnlra - R { "
"In sending you my thanks ond grotitudoe for the groat vart you and your
rmy hn 51n y o 30 :
kdmir ..J_*ro ployed T send you ond yow* negnificent soldicrs my sincore
cdimretion and congratulations, "

Le
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FRQi THE CO.IVNDING GENERAL, FRENCE
T
"gith all my hcart I say:
victorys" -

!

FRQ! GEVERAL OFFICER CQUUANDIN

"I sond: you from mysclf

Lrmy our sincorc congratuln
with cdmiration tho magnifico
Hills which cnded 'so-succes

FROI THE CO:SANDIIG GINERAL, SECOND POI

"Ploasc accedt my hoarticst congra

Corps on the megnificont achicvements of
the capturc of Rome by Amcricon®troops, e
intorest the heroic Fighting and the rapid advance of your Lrmy: *The
news of the capturc of Rome by Americons croated o tromondous cnthusiasm
cmong all soldicrs of the Polish Corpse TWith kindost rogards ‘%o yourself
and bost wishes for continucd success,”

-

FROM THE COOZFDING GENERLL, BRITISH FIFTH CORPS, LIBUTENAIT GENERAL ALLFREY:

“Hoarticst congratulations on your splondid schiovement and on tho
magnificent way your troops have fought,"

FROM THE COIRIAUDING: GEFERAL, 12TH LIR FORCE, 11.JOR .GENERAL CAFNON:

May I thank you on behalf of all ranks for your very gencrous tribute
to the forcos undor my commend, TVic arc proud to have becn able to ahare
with you cnd your Army the great victory you havo so brilliantly won, "

FROU - THE' CATLYDING GRIERAL, 15TH AIR FORCE, i’AJOR GENERAL' TWINIHNG:

"It is with grost pride thot the officors and mon of the Fiftconth Air
Force viow tho splondid nchiovements of their comrades of the Fifth Armys
Congratulations on the brilliasnt campaign now in progress and for con=-
tinucd succoss which can not be denicd your determined fighting mon,"

FROI THE COTZNDER OF. NAVAL FORCES IN NORTH AFRICN VATERS, ADMIRAL HEWITT:

;2::‘]: t;g:t congratulations to the officcrs and mon of your Army from tho

Eighth Fl’gg ?ad?ﬁ my cormond,” From the day of tho attack at.Salerno the

e Tells s w¢:>‘x:tc :Ets bc:?f: to support_your forvard movement to Romo,
s lollowod with just pride the nccomplishments of. its comrades on

shoro A 23 = v
zui.t.'.‘ 'l'ho first ixis capital has fallen, May the others soon follow
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FROM THE FLAG OFFICEF

" “Hoartiost eong
hositato."

FRQ! COIUNDIR, U, S NAVAL FOR g
"o are all rojoicing wi P orke Oun hoarticst
congratulations, and may c jour splondid offorts,
A1) good wishos," g o e A

FROM CHIEF OF STAFF, 21ST ARMY GROUP, LIEUTENAUT GIiZRAL Do GUINGAND:

"Hoartiost congratulations on mnﬁnifioont victory," i
FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON, JR.:
"Hoarticst uoﬁgratulutiona."' ' ; 1 NG s

FROM ALEXANDER KIRK, ANERICAN NM@MBIR ALLIED ADVISORY COUNCILw»  +

"I oxpross to you my profound admiration for tho aplondid‘achiévomonts
which you and thoso who have fought with you have accomplishod,"

FRO! THE BRAZILIAN 'DELEGATE TO FRENCH COMIITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION:

"Ploaso aceopt my varmost congratulations.for the splendid vietory of the

: gallant Fifth Army, Tho Brazilian poople will sharo the pride of tho
peoplo of tho U.S,A, upon lcarning that Allicd forces woro lod to Rome
by an Amoriean. goneral," : i

FROM THE RULER OF THE RHOPAL PRINCIPALITY, IN'DIA, NAVAB BHOPAL:
"Having hoard of your glorious ontry into tho City of Romo, with gaoat
ploasure and profound thankfulncss I offer you and thoe gallant troops -~

gdor your commond my warm congratulations on tho splondid nehiovemant,

die having wvatchod your progross and achicvoments with groat admiras=

tion and satisfaction and may this victorious advanco continue till.
final vietory is won." )

FRQ! 13ARSHAL 1{ESSE s ITALLAN ARMY:

" alisn o : i

qi};g Italion armod forcos cxpross-their high sonsc of gratitude and

e ration for the vietory which the immortal name of Remo has bestowed
on the troops of your command," ;

: , /s/ Ao 1is Gruenther,

Inel: (s) ' /t/ As M. GRURITHER,

lajor Gonoral, GeSe.Cs,
Chief of Staff,

* . DISTRIBUTION; ngw
4
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75 %?

Porod 1 July = 5% Julys | ; AT

o tho Divisien, w:cor II Corps control, romined in tho
goumr:fflthod.% 3‘0?1121&"", l-;u.t'; of RMNE, ond the wnite edntinued tho :
troining and reeroction progro.s that voro bein: conducted i1 tho last vooks #4.‘.
of Junes Tho 005th Tar's Dostroyer lettalion and Couvauy D of tho 75lst
Pale Jettaldon remiuod with the Divisior during this perdod, ond partioipetiod
in the joint training progran. Jdotwoen 5 - 12 July spoeial ! ' fning wme
givon 4m tho toolniquo of rivor erossing in b:ttaliom lm‘ﬁ.;h g
En-inoeps provided instruotion and domonstratlion for other opa, Stross
s loid tuo looding of assault bocts cnd supsort raf¥e, and tho troops :
woro rﬂm:lud witht o eapceitios of tao boats with rospoct t rifle, 126y R
and morbar squacs cnd Lhoir equipwat, This t;po of tra g wos c.ot d- 2
in the noxt nroca to whioh the Division wsved, The infa try ce woll &
onginoors also eontinuod to reeedve troludn? in olonwda irc=fiolds cnd

nwﬁ#‘ booby=traps, ospeeially in dorimess, Jthor its cortinuod their
di

in al progreas of treiting, strossing tho paysiocl fitross of thotroops
and motop mintaaeo, 41l troops reeoived troinin: in tho use of jes
vaske and deoontairization oquinuent, i

@ @ July 4'o Division (with tho 8I6th Trnl: Dostroyer Dattalion nnd
B of the 7518t Bark Pattaldon abtoclod ) rs ordored to move to en
m aroc ooy RICCASTRADA “otvoo: 10 = 15 July (o distonoe of 163 :dlos)e
Mo, g A2 aly n rogena of trainius for mowntain varforo wms unlortakon,
hosis ws plooo? o toarmorkt betwoon tho infantry end supporting aris, -
cad the nodntc ~nee o2 gupnly nnd eoirmnientions, indluding tho use of oub cwrh
plenos to plolt wp nessagus, The romaindor of tho 751st Tank Dettolion wms ©
etboohod to the Division 13 July, ut tio nbi~lim wos roloasod frem divisfon
ookl tho noxt day, Effootive 2250 hours 15 July tho Division, still under
I1 Gords, wms alortod f af movonomt to tho IV Corns aroa. Tho sacw daythe o
389th Comhcd form and the 85th Reoonmcissenece Troup voro ordored to th b N S
vielrity of ¥ G4, uorsh of VITANA (431550 ond 435844 rosostivel . L B
Placod fn Lt fyuxy rosorve, Mors iy dovolonod plens o moot any oo '

abtack rlong the boundrry botween tho Lisoriccn Fiféh and Brdtish

.

G 17 July tho 826th, 320th and 910th Plold Lrtillety Xrttalions we

oquiprod with additionn) 108 hord :
in tho operction of tho larger &ﬁomw’ b t o %

A mmhlythobtviaionml stnehod b
o tho vioinity of VOLIZUA, bub o eharme 5
of tho Division was o2 poute . oY
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3 5
T itish units woro undor instructiors
- :?‘*ﬂ';:'pruonpo of American trcons auong tl

40 ":11 into o omy hands. |

i August thoro foll tho first reiz £ bo scon in this rogion for
i‘ii:rlcht:o moris, oad thronghout tho following wook thoro wofo oeccsionn?.
- 'ﬁ:&wxga fow hours of stondy rain, and somo heil. The X", which wos

ot & 10;’ aMd only recantly bosum to show still 1oro shoals nnd sand bars,
‘m Fl v .

¥ + first thought that tho rain nisht sifoct the dopth and broadth
:?*:: ::':o:. ‘Pho*width of tho wotor at tho tontative crossing esitos vorioed
 from 50 to 150 foot, ond tho dopth veriod fru: one to ton foot. Tho rain
. able ofifcct, thou~n tho rocds woro nirod for a short

to ~roveat the cnomy from loarning
wn and to allow none of our mon

w 4o have no appreci
~ tine. ] ‘
. Tho patrols wore discontinuod 12 August whon it bocano imowm that tho

sirincl plgns for tho Division to cross tho ATN™ in #his rogion wore not to

~ go into offocts
‘on 10 August tho Division sont twolve Italicn-spoalzins onlisted mon
4nto tho scctor of t ho 2nd Now Zoalond Division to work in conjur~tion vith
tho Fiold Sceur’ ty Sorvieco in rostricting the movoment of civilirrs in this
ﬁ-gqviiy populated nron. Tho 2nd Mow Zoalawd Diyisiorn hnd ot this timo ap-
proximately 100 nor iz tho fiold ecngagoed in this task, including nonmbers of
its own Socurit: Sarvice, civiliaon polico, pertisans, and cerabiniori,”
Iataor, whon this Division formnlly tock ovor tho coutrol of tlio soctor,
thoso Italion-sperling onlistod mar Gojother with tho ccrabinicri woro on-
ployod to rostrict tho movenent of the nojulation’y Suporvision yms noine
tained by the Cowntor Imtelligence Coros Dotaclziont and tho Provost liarshal,

. o roliovix: tho 2nd Now Zoalond Divisisa tho 85th Divisicn ot first wms
oxncetod to have the uission of crossing the AWC in this soctor, .driving the -
or 7 to the - srth-wost., Thea uhese plars woro changed, tho Division s : !
dirootod to tcie ovor o ruch largor scetor and givonthe mission of continuing '
tho cetive dofonso of the [N, “n tho misht of 12-13 Lugust olomonts of tho
Division bojci Lo move forimrd fron the noizhborhood of VILTEYM to on oroo
oast of CASTEZIFINIENTII:, Tho units now attached t> the Division consisted
of tho 752nd Tonk Jottelion (- Cogpaay D), atiachod 27 July; the 776th Tark
Dostroyer Iottalion (ettached 25 July); Cormpanios 4 end D of tho 84th Chomiea
Veapons Bottalion (atbrched 2 Luzust); ond tho 9th Fule Pack Group
(attached 5 dugust)e Tho lst Sattalion of tho 19th BEnginocer Log
hod boon attachod t5 Sho Division since 30 July wos dotached on
Tho 403rd Fiold irtillory Tnttalisn, ordinarily tho Division's roro:
port batialion, hod boen ctioched 3 tho 9lst Division £ :
2 Lugust, but rovortod £o 85th Divisim Gontrol on 16

" Pleco southeonst of CLSTELI VY ot 496527, e

vkl ] g

_ Tho nights of 12-13 and 13-14 4
LA g?" word, 4nd ot 0425 hours 14 Au
0§§t of e

b o et

IOFTESPEUTILI noar, 642543,
0610 hours 15 Lucus
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lolf Lrx t of Ci.8WE, penorally
> in0 takon svor oxbondol froan 563030, vost ; e Ly
Tﬁptr:;?:-'l‘a;: south baszk f tho LTI, pospin: south of 1NTELUPO, n:rtn‘
oart e as, moor ISLLISGUAMD). Tho sutpost liso vardod fron 200 yercs €3
e L ho +d Rt of 15 Lucust tho 330th sont sut

1500 yarda L 1:.hc riv.o:- " atrol Tho front vaas oxtonsivo, end
its Pirst o wtact ' roeeontaicsnioo satrols. Tho ety i s

] fton goveral mwmidrod yords botwoon Hlatcom sutposts.
::S::u‘zl;:u; patroli - ot this tle, bat only moderato artillory fire falling

i tho scators
sht of 14 = 16 August tho 333%h Regitontal Conbat Torm mwvod for=

w‘,,.d,rﬁ ,ﬁ{ i+ tlo aron soush of V/RTIGUIL. (5056 - 6763) ot 0320 h.urs

15 fugust. Tho [ 110w dpht at 0515- hours :lt' o~ nplotod tho ro-if:r sf tho

5th Now Zoalon' Infaiitry Dri-nd Zttochod £ tho 338th Difantry losimont

woro Camgeny D of tho 742nd Tank Rattalion, Cowneny D wf. tho 776th Tank

Dastroyer Ontiell o, an? Comoany 3 »f tho B4th Clonienl Tonpoms Lettalion,

Tho 32Sth Fiol! Lrtillory ettt lin yms in direect support, Tho fromt lino

W) to tho vieinity of ZPILI, thon fallowod

oogsod throush 5684 (nomr CORTE!M
;:ho bole of tho Afiiu t3 tho Jumetis: of that river with tho BLSA,

o -

M 16 August ot 0500 howrs tho Crumon'in: Gonoral of tho 85th Division
casuwzod, frm tho Cxia donoral Jf tho 27 Mow Zoalend Divisiorn,
cormed of 338t: o) 339th lesinartal scotirs. The mission of tho Division

wos 50 eatinue ko notive coforse of tho L0, >

Tho srwe oy tho 403rd Fioll Lrtillery Dutialion, situnto! ot 496527,
an the G&dD Rivor south=-i;ast :f CLSIELIV2, rovortod in ploco t> Division
Irtillory, . . 17 furust tlo Asscult Gur Plet o of tho 752nd Tonk Lattnlion

g ~ttnghod o Division Lrtillory,

Tho ni ht of 15 - 16 Lu ust the 337th lJojladntal Conbat Tomnm hed noved

forvmrd, olosing dn o- assorbly aron near 480505, alsa: tho EVOLA Rivor

about fivo ::ilos ocst of JZLLALL. Tho loginant sms roinfirood by Company £ °
of tho 752ad Teuk Battaliom, C.many A of tho 776th Tank Dostroyor Dattelion,
an’ tho 85th Rocirnaisarioe Tr-osp, @ 17 Jujust ot 0430 hours tho P
Conbet Toan rolioved the 363rd Ropfumt of tho 9lst Diviaim, and 30k o
tho front line ruwiin: cedorally werallol €5 tho AW) fron the BLSA riv
wost to 371600, noor E‘.’.&’&';.E_. ' St
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is the Divisiom Lo anr o poriod of :;;11-‘:;51';0

> [ Pontry ont cauntorbattery, harcssing ox! YThsarvo ! o by

&w:rlﬁ%:zyfhﬂ'ﬁ of gho front line wos ottho LHAD 11:5011‘_.‘ b}xt \ corios

of oul:?utl ord strong points bock from tho rivor. Doccusc 2.' tho [reat o
3 af tho frontthe outposts wero ofton far aport, T!}c arca wos infil-

h'tﬂfod by onoy patrals, cspocinlly at oight, n:_x‘ the sicdos ard ovon ;t:ho roor

of gorpany arocs Yoro corstoitly subjoet t5 roics. Consoquontly, nin-

tennnco f soourity ot all tizics wias strossod.

Dooauso of tho lack of racc:t idontificatins, kmowloedzo >F thc onony
dis .sitioms tho north sido »f tho AWl vms linited., It wms lom:".-.orl, hove
mf’, that ITI .3, 105%th 2GR wos i tho vieinity of CLSTELFRAHU. cnd S. CROCE.
Eloncnts >f tho B6th locroeisstrce I, tho 9th PGR ond 67th P(R were in tho
arce of FUCECCIII) and Z7FULI. Plg ¢ rnfirnod tho prosonce of tho 956th PGR
in tho arca of FIPOLI and ] MTELUF). Or 22 Lwoust tho LEAR Roginont wms
joontifiod iz tho vieinity of FUCECCI'ID a::d it cppoarod that tho Sth PGR wms
olacod i: roserve. The proscnco >f the 3621¢ Rocamnnissango B wost of tho
P, GDRNE was oorfirced and II I, 1060th PGR wrns idertifiod i tho vicinity
of 8IGTL. Prior t> tho Divisi n's oxtronce into tho line thero hnd booxn n
comstant shift o>f onciy units to the onst, od it dovolopod that tho 362nl
Division (roosmstituto! fro: tho 956th, 1059th and 1060th PGRs) with tho
LEER Rozinont ctiached vns takin: over tho soctors hroviously held by tho 26th
Prnzor Divisio ~nd tho 3rd °G Division,

n tolking 1y cabat Dosit

Doccuso tho high ~round o tho north side »f the river doninatod tho

f rivor itsolf, tho onany was able t» sond aercss nwiersus patrals, verying

in strath froe 2 t5 50 mon, Tho aidizy nlso hold a fow stronj paints south
>f tho.Jali? - notably Li LISCL (6499), FORUACI (6166), o’ THikdi (7565)e

Tho anaiy :ndo soveral raids wpon our outposts 2o in one instanee surprisod
and enpturade: aitire squad, Eneiy groups alsd crosse’ tlo river to lay

ninos ond sot tris-flares, Mm s 20 ni~its a jracticelly coatizucus flaro cct= e
ivity was roportoc. Twoujhout the poriol tho onoiy minbteinod on alert £ » rﬁf
dofonso and was quick to “otoct ~nd fire upsn our patrols, Iio als> cm=- S
tinuod to i1 rove his own positions o tho nurth bank f tho river, s

stoted that thoir instructims woro t o rosist =y crossing, but to withdrew in

caso of an all-cut attock, 3 .

Enony artillery and Hobolworfor firo coilo s
soc*w, Tho »sitims of his artillory woro Jc
poriyd, but ac-ial phatorre hs failod t: indid
BT fUrsSe ‘ ;
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Effootivo 0001 houra 20 Ju:mst tho Division front was oxbondod onst to
6% %0, mortl.  S. CILT3TI. To offoot tho roliof of olomonta of tho lat
Dritish Divisi:mn ccoupying the sootor tho 06tl [leconrnissanco Troop wos do=
tachod from tho 357th Rosiont, ond on the nirht of 18 - 19 lugust tool wp
pasiticgs on o rigat £lro': Of tho 333th logliant to vhich 4t was thon cbe
“¢achod. “ho a0xt misht tho 310th Encinoor Iubtolion (=), takon out of i
Division rosorve, moved £ Sle oxtroio risid houndary and Yms also nttnchod o
. tho 339th. Tho mnincors, notir: as inlentry, roliovod olemonts of the Kingls

Drogoon Guarcs ot 2300 hours 19 Jugust,

DEC
Al iy

05th Divisiomn,.

In ordor to ;ivo tho Division rost [rior to participatior. in tho drive on
tho GITHIC LINS orrou :cionss wero a'e £5 rolicve thoe Divisin by the Gth
South Lfrionn Lrioro) Divisicn snd olements 57 tho lst (U.S.) Zmorod Divisiem,
Tho B5th Divisim, minus two bettelions .f the 337th Lorinent cn’ ~ttached

olononts, wes rolicved su throc succussive rijhts,

on 20 fuguet ot 0001 houre Sho Divislm eascd t> the oporntionsl coutrol
4t tho sorw tiao thoe 105th ALL Tettelion woms otinched to the

n 28 Aumist tho 76th Tritish lorvy inbi-iireraft v=s attachod o Division
Lrtillory for operati ms.

m tho ni-ht of &4 Jumet ot 0205 hours the 12th South .ifriccn lotors
izod Jrizedo rolioved the lst Usttalion of tho 339th ‘lorinent, tho 05tk
sioconiadisscnco Troop, cad the 310th Ensinoor Sobttolion t-). 2t 1200 hours
Company 3 of tho J4th Cheidenl Tonpons Lattelia wios dotachod fron tho Divie
sion. Tho ogizin ' of this zino possod o thoe lrisado Comander ot 0500 hours

26 Lurust,
2n 25 Lu st tho 128h South Africsn Iotarized Drigndo roliovod tho 2nd
Dattalion of tao 33Cth lopinent at 0110 hours =nd tho 3rd Dattalion o
ot 0200 houre. Tho s'no dnr ot 0035 hours tho 24th Gurrds Drifade
tho 3rd Drttoifem (- L Couzny) of tho 350th losinont, and ot 0446
od tho 1 1lion of tho 337th ~o_ itunt, The comtral of tho
5 tho rospoctive Iri ale Coruenders av 0500 hours that day,
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FRENA, movod first to capturo POGGIO LA CROCE (924012°, Tho 338th, on tho loft
. sot: out for tho high ground on tho wost overlooking .o towm of RIFREDO (91100‘75
‘on tho FIRETZUOLA rond, Tho Division Artillory, with tho 805th Tank Dostroyor
Battalion (=) and tho Assoult Gun Platoon, 752nd Tank Bottelion attochod, au) -~

portod tho attaolk,

I’ha..SS'Nh advancod stoadily throughout tho doy. The 1st Battalion pushod
north ovor throo intorvening hills beforc halting on tho southocst slopos of °

FELLONE, Tho 2nd Battclion thon movod forviard ageinst stiff rosiast nco to
tho hill itsclf, Tho 3rd Battnlion movod in o wostorly dircction, ond

oapturo
at dark wms holtod by oncmy firc ono kilometor duc west of FELLONE, at 942998,

L T

BEC
’I""Ill 1_’

iy 5
NAT

Tho $39th movod down from VERRUCZ and P0GGIO ROTTO, Aftor eloaring tho
northorn slopcs tho lst and 2nd Bottolions pushed north nlong tho ridgo cast of
tho FIRRIZUOLA road. Thoy thon captured and occupied Hill 681 (928011) and

POGGIO LA CROCE.
Lioving from the ALTUZZD hill nass tho 3rd Battalion, 338th Infantry tack
Hill 959 (916985) on tho PIAN DI GIOGO, cnd tho high ground on oithor side of

tho rnad bolow IL GIOGO (910986), Elomonts of tho lst nnd 2nd Battalions now
push.d forward ~long tho road townrds tho tovm of BARCO (918998), two kilow
motors owmy, ©Tho hill mass dominating this scotion of tho road on tho wost
was now incorporcted in tho Division zono ond clemonts of thoso two battalions
eut diroctly north to sgizo Hills 1029 (904993) ond 1041 (904995) in tho night,

Early in tho morning of 19 Soptomber tho 3rd Bettalion, coming along the rood,
capturod RIFREDO,

 During tho uorning of tho 19th tho Division oncounterod little onomy ro=
sistanco, and tho difficultics of tho torrcin wore rothor loss scvoro thon

thoso ovorcomo on tho proooding days, In this aroc 1o onomy hnd no orgonized
systom of dofonsos, ond for somo timo to como he wms to offor only short; though

stubborn, dolaying cctions from hastily preparod pesiiions, It appocred, hovr=
ovor, that ho woulduako uge of tho naturcl barriors that crossod tho Divisic:.
soctor, Tho mountrins on the loft woro less wooded than thosc proviously on-
countored, ond providod littlo concoalment for our ~dvancing troops, For o

short whilec tho woathor wos to comtinuc clear though valloy mist vas ofton thick

for an hour or two afttor sunrisc,

Oh 19 Soptombor instructions wero issuod to oxpleit tho advencos now in
progroas, and proporctions wore mnde to cssist tho 88th Division to pass
through our lincs in order to toke up positions on the right flank of tho

Divisione
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n t.oir reliof the Battalions of the 837th narched to an agsend
nc 1‘0?1?11::(: (909035) viaera the Regiment reccined in D.iviion-reu'?g'; sgéﬁ 25
Septambers 1. - Jivigion right boundery now ran fron west of FOGHANO o)
north, crossinz the S.TTRI0 RIVER east of pORG) (914068), continuing pos 5
eastern slopos of 1,03 COLORETA (s208), Comdony C, 7529&\ Tank pattn}}on
Company C, 805th fanl: Destroyer Battalion werao v deteched from the 359th
Infantry. Comdany 4, 510th Inglaeers and tho platoon of Compeny B, 84th Chom~
jcal Feapona Baitilion yers detached fram tho 537th Infentry, The 85th lecon=
neissance Troop YmE 1OV atbachod to the 538th Iafontrys

A% 0500 hours 21 Sesbexber the 339th Infatre roneved its advance. Tiov-
1o 13t Battalion soolk COLLT CAPRILE (935076)

ing from tho vieinity of EWSCALA &
in the forenoon, ond elementa thon ndvanced to #ho :outhern slopes of COLOITA.
The 2nd Battalion advencod sonawhnt rore slowly, but succeeded im olearing ‘he

enemy from the ridge rwming from neor the tov: of IREIA towerds the SANTEUI0
VALLEY (Point 569 t2927051.) to Point 584 (923050)). In tho aftermoon both batta-
1ions advenced slowly. Tevertheless, by 1700 hours one company of the lot .
Battaldon was on the poal of COLORTTA, ond 10 othor companies held positviens
on other parts of the 1nds. The 2nd Battalion mnmg over into tlic -sector of the
338th Infantry in order 4o toke cdvantase of tho tore f{ovorcble tcirein, cnd

32 oast of BORGO, The drd

dark olomonts hod crossod the SATTRRUD It
Battalion remnined in roserve oa JOITE FREA, yioro it received supnlios before

~contiauing nert: to crosc the SATII0,

On 21 Septamber the 335th Infontry ocowniod FINZUOIA, The 3rd Batta-
1ion met little rosistance as it :ovod tovards the towm, the enemy pro¥oring
to avoid coxtact, Thore Tms, however, 50mo “arcasing fire from selfapropelied

y guns to the north though littlo oriillery. Dofore reaching the towm, the Jrd
Battalion turmod Lo tho cast, erossed the SL°TTL0 RIVAR, cnd seized the high
wnd to the norths, Tho lat Battalion entored FITEIZUOLA =t 1600 howurs and
fo .d it ebe: n0d and in ruins though the tom -nd tho stone bridgo acrcas the
rivor were astill boins sielled, The 2nd Battalion noamvhile followed the ad=
vencé of the Srd, helting for the night on Mills 620 (916076) snd 577 (915075).
The 3rd Battalion remined =t POGGIO ALLA POSIL (2098) cduring the night. :

-

) Efforts by tho 510th Ingincers to eonstruct Bailoy Dridges ceross the
SANTERNO ot FINRNZUOLA on 21 and 22 Soptouber were forestallod by acewrate
onomy ertillory conesutrations directed egainst tho crossing sites and the
town itsolf, Suoke sorsons vore now laid to obseurc tho torgets end to pro=
toct Division traffie. ; B , :

‘ " On 22 Sopbesbor both tho 530th and 339th Roginents met stiff rosistcuso
i - from the emomy thourh they oncounterod no organizod dofonso lines, ‘ d

© ct this time tho Division oncountorod foi mizo fiolds in its advence .
- . morth, though so imrovised bdx ninoswofoun:}i;:thblm‘lﬂm '

© Tho lst 3ctlelion, 339th I
COLORZTA, and om0 ‘
Q - I, o~ e s 5 b
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to govern tho furthor advanco

It

€  cowrip

On 22 Soptonbor instructions woro issuocd
of tho Division, sotting new boundrrics and objectivos, nnd directing tho
Division to assist tho 88th Pivision in tho capturo of | ONTE LA I'INE, Tho
boundery botwobn tho two divipions ran duc north from the onst slopos of COLO~
RETA to 940156, just boyond LA FINE, whore it turnod sharply nortic ot to
998180, North of tho SANTERITO RIVIR tho now Diviaslon soctor covoroed o pro=
grosaivoly widor front, though ot first only tio rogimonts woro to bo on tho
1ina, Tho 337th Infentry (minus tho 3rd Pattalion) wos tondvonco oast of tho " -k
{ tho 339th in tho vicinity of

positions hold by tho lat ond 2nd Battalions ©
Pattrlion, 339th would taks ovor

COLORETA, cnd on malzin: contaet vith tho drd

tho zono and mispion of tho 339th Infantry, Tho lat ond 2nd Battalions, 339th, P

aftor mopping up tho romninias registenco in this locnlity ond assisting tho ¥
formor 339th zono, woro instructed to’ b

advenco of tho 337th Infontry in thc
assomblo in Division rosorvo clorg tho PIREIZUOLA road., Thoe 3rd Battalion,
539th, thon ocoordinnting ite andvanco with tho 349th Infantry on tho right,
would bo attached to tho 337th Infantry (=) 23 Soptember. Thoso units yould
Tho 338th Iafantry would atrike to tho north west
Tho 3rd

tho. advanco 0 LA I'Iil.
to tako CANDA, tho groat mountain onst of tho PASS0 DELLA RADICOSA,

Battalion, 337th Infantry, would romain temporarily in Division rosorvo ot
908034, noar c!bsm:ov‘.l.

0800A hours 23 Soptembor = 30 Soptombor

SAMBUCO - LA RAVI@'ANL = MONTE LA FI'E = TRE POGGIOLI = JONTE CANDA

On 23 Soptomber tho Division wost boundery was temporarily changoed. Tho
now boundery ran from 902063, just south of FIUENZUOLA, in & nortiwostorly
dirootion to tho road junction at 860109, At tho samo timo tho 9lst Division
was aseignod tho mission of proteecting tho rocd contor of FIRENZUOLA, and of
proventing onomy infiltration to tho southonat, A eonmpany of tho 762nd Tank
Bottalion and ono platoon of the 805th Tank Dostroyor Battalion woro tomporarily

placod undor tho oporational control of tio 568rd Infantry ot 1400 hours 23
Soptombor (rovorting to 85th Division control at 1400 hours 25 Soptembor).

Tho lat and 2nd Battalions of tho 338th moved forvard and by nightfall
olomonts of tho 2nd vere at 916099, northrost of COLORETA, and oloments of tho
lst at 9065079, Tho 85th Roconnaissanco Troop was now protocting tho Divislon
loft flenk and patroling_ tho roads northest of FINENZUOLA loading towards

PAGLIANA (867086) and LE VALLI (8810€8).
—_— At 1145 hours 23 Scptomber comwmnd of the 339th gono passed to tho } x-S
e | Comanding Officor of tho 337th Infantry, and the 3rd Battalion, 339th wos
attachod to tho 337th. Tho 359th Infantry (=) was now in rosorve, whore it
romainod till 26 Soptombor. Elomonts of the 337th Infantry, having passod
to tho right of tho positions of tho 339th on COLLLIA and COLORETA, ndvancod
ropadly to 935151, on tho wostorn slopos of Li FI.E blocking tho PASSO DZLLA
RADICOSA = CASYEL SAN PIETRO road. Tho 3rd Bottalion remained in Division

rosorvo.

Tho rosistanco of 23«24 Soptomber was light in tho castorn scotér and the
troops still oncountorod no organizod onomy dofonse lino, The 338th, howovor,
mot foirly atiff rosistonco ns it moved forverd during tho day and night, and
tho showors of 24 Soptorber turncd the fiolds and roads to hoovy mud, The
lat Battelion novortholoss ndvencod sto-dily, and by nightfall had moved to
hills northwost of COLORETA (901106 and 909102)., Tic¢ 2nd Battalion mooting
somovhot stiffér rosistance moved slowly forward to capturo localitics at
901126, 911130, 918130, in tho CARPINACCIO (905123) - SAMBUCO (912133) aroa.

- The 3rd Battalion ws ocoupying CASA BURACCIA (918132),

d Tho 2nd Dottalion, 337th Infentry consolidated its positions during tho ‘
:y om t,h" lat Dattalion proparod to move to forwerd positions from tho aroa
; “-mrm.mo (940140) soutliwrost of LA FI'E, At 0800 hours 24 Soptombor tho
w.h:::l.:;:i :S:‘:h r:vortod gom Dtﬂ:léen rosorve to tho ggmm. At’ 1000
ocomoissanco Troop vms dotached from the 338th Infeontr
| placed in Division romorvo ., i . jpd m“ . Ye ll_li

- L ¢
r - iy -

=
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Tho progross of tho Division and of tho Corps vma such that furthor in-
structions woro new nccdod to diroct the attocl te tho northonst. The now
attack was to bogin 25 Soptomber. To the 337th Infantry woro now attoghod
Company B, 805th Tank Dostroyor Battalion, thoe 84th Chomictl Vleapons Battalion,
and tho 85th Rocomnaissance Troop. Company C, 752nd Tank Battalion was attachod

to tho 339th Infantry.

Tho onomy hold fortifiod positions in SAIDUCO «rd MONTARELLO (922146) and
sovoral strong points blocking tho wey to TRE POGGIOLI (9015), Iloro cnemy roe
sorves woro boing brought up, and it was soon apparont that for a whilo at
loast tho rosistanco would bo stiff,

At 1400 hours, 25 Soptombor tho Division boundary wes changod to include
LL TOUE ond IL 9ASSO (9615), ond it now bocomo tho mission of tho 337th Infantry
o roliove tho 2nd and 3rd Bottolions of tho 349th Infantry holding thoso
fonturos. By 2345 hours the roliof had beon coipletod, Tho 2nd Battalion wms
now southrost ol ilONZAI'O (9315); tho lst Battalion oast of that locality; and
tho 3rd Battolion botwéon LA FIVE ond IL SASSD.

Tho 339th Infantry wns in Division reserve at the boginning of 25 Soptomber,
but its olonmonts bogan to move formard ns demdndod by tho circumstancos. Tho
3rd Battalion, attachod to the 337th Infantry, ot 0800 hours wms nttachod to
tho 338th Infantry cnd diroctod to move wost from the vicinity of LA FIIE to
assist the 3rd Battalion, 338th in its cttack on TRE .OGGIOLI. I'oving from
nocr L4 FINE tho Dottalion progrossed slowly, and ot 1130 hours vms haltod ot
930145, wost of CASTELVECCHIO, by nccurate mortar cnd smell arms firo coming
from noar MONTARELLO, whoro cloments of tho 2ad Bettolion, Lohr Brigade woro
nowr situatod, From his comannding positions the orcmy wos able to firo so
offactivoly against tiio Battalion that it vms compolled to movo back to a do=
filedod areca southoast of CASTELVECCHIO.

The morning of 25 Soptombor tho 3rd Battalion, 338th Infantry,;ran into

. sorious difficultios in its advance on TRE FOGUIOLI, tho important hill mass

| _ northoast of CADA, Tho docision hed boon made to talo this objoctive in ordor
to conc round on CAVDA from tho north, and cvoid tho spocial problems offorod
by the stoop sides on tho south of thot nass. At 0800 hours ono company had
reachod tho southeorn slopes of TRE POGGIOLI, aud the rost of tho Battalion was
noving up, Enomy reaistonce thon nodo itsolf folt, and whilo tho company wms
cble to rotain its positions tho other units of the Battolion woro proventod
fron coming up to join it. Tho forwsrd company succossfully roatqtsd o sorios
of counterattacks during the morning, but in tho cftornoon o combat patrol
attacking with two tonks in support compolled tho right platoon to withdraw,
4t 1 30 hours - atill hocvier attock wes ropulsed, this ono i y strongth
supported by scvortl tanks. Dofonsive artillory firos vere '
tho countorattacis, but aftor dark tho onomy began to ra
This and o shortage of ammunition finnlly coused tho
mountoin, Undor covor of darkmoss the ontire Batta
NELLE (914110), ; R ol

Tho 1lst Batt
rthiost of PIGL!




RESTRICTED

HE..DQU.KTERS II COHPS

Ofiice of the Cummonding Generaol
AP0 19 U,S. ARMY

27 oy 1944

s ~ In an operation th-t vill lung be cited as an outstonding extmple of speed
skill, courage =nd stamine you have 2s o teom accomplished in a little uver !

 two weeks juncture with the ANZIO BE..CHHE..D, the c.onquest of 472 squnre

piles of ene held territory, the cs, ture of uver 2,000 yrisuners of wer toget-

~ You have garnted and fought through terrain unbelievenbly difficult, ond
. he mlg stronply fortified positions. You hrve ndvanced necrly 50

ve nccomplished successfully the missions essigned Yy the irmy Com-
fents nccomylished chd the hiph stondards set in y.ur vict.riius
incite envy ~nd adoiratiun in your cumrndes ~nd will instill feor

respect frum the ememy.

Amerd soldiers ond ywu should be proud of thzt fact ~nd of the
o just hade. Pubromeuber your reputation will endure unly if
ded nnd nourished by y-u.

proud of you and of the privilege of having commended you in this

Y

/s/ Guugirey Keyes

/t/ GEOFFREY KEYES,

&'.ju‘r Gﬁner'.ﬂ-’ U- 5. d10y
Cumanﬂins.

syaoday uolsIAIQ YIGgs
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l'n‘xl-"ButtlIilon-dn 1 October advenced “rom north of CASETTA (929167),
rward olemwnta wore hold up in their odvanco touards SPEDALETTO
v firo fron IL CLPRULLO Ridgo (920184), Roconnaissanco had shovm the

the 3rd Bo“talion tone unsuitable for the operntign of tho armorod
¢ 2nd Battalion, A pletoon of

s ond those vere moved into the zoro of th i
_ mownted by infontry, now advancod to clear IL CAPRULLO Ridge, and tho
24 y < Tn the efternoon SPEDALEITO was

‘wag driven from his positions theros
BEC

o 'Durj.hg the hoavy rain of 2 Octobor the Url Battelion wopped up tho pockets Audieryy J
of resistance that had boon by-passed the ni'hi-befores Tho cnomy fought e —
bittorly frow numerous ach’=e gun positions, and the ontire day wns required to S HREE
olear him fron tiim, Aftur overcoming soatbore? resistance along the SPEDLLETTO

Rif:e, the 2nd Batlulion o~cupiod positions on 1ill 751, During the night
pocitions on this hill vor attacled by about 100 cneny, remmants of the 132nd
. @ronadior Rogimont, Thoy oro driven baoi by olenonts of tho 2nd and 3rd
Battalions nnd with tho of dofuusive nriillory concontrations,

. On 3 Octobor the 2nd Pattzlion atvanced x o cthvest to capture high growmd
ot Point 605 (944251) by ecrly ovening, vhile the Srd Battclion captured Point
626 (962222), The lst Datitalion hed cone un through SPED.LETTO to a point
noar CASONCELLO (935195), and mwin:zing veast of the 2nd Pattelion took the high
ground nonr CASA DI ROT/RO (937227). . 2

Tho 85th Roconnaissance Troo, attaclod to thu 337th I-featry, throughout
" this poriod and wntil 14 Octobor protocted the Division right £7 2k ond &' =
tained contact vith the 88th Division on the risht,

Bocauso of the porsistent ond doternined cnamy resista.co the 1lst and 2
Battalions orgunizcd their positions for defunse during the night bofore conk
tinuing tho attael: the next morning, At this tLw tho enomy artillery firo vms

ospocially intonse, felling in both tho rear ond forverd trease
4As a rosult of those advouoes, by & Octoler the 33Tth M-':;‘.lt!?i hed foréod

a salicnt well ehend of the forvard clerwnis of cll othor units of tho >
and was rocoiving firc from sclfepropolled guns [ton the cnst and the wost as
woll as fror the north, Tho attack was continued, novertholess, On thc loft
tho 1st Bat ~lion advancod more than o kilonctors to tho northeast to ]
Eill 587 (940245), thén pushed farthor rort: alons the ridse £9 toke
from 945260 to 950260, south of the villaze of PAINONA (948263),
Battalion had moved a fav ° adred yards north o occusy

the COLLE del KC TE, still south of the VILLA

lion cccupiod hir: ground n 15230, 1

At this tiiw o -peeicl counte

ize W in “eny ~r
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842267), cnd tho encmy stubbornly rosictod 2ll advanious towards PALMONA on

¥ I(a& viul: Thd fighting co tiwmed on throup ©1o-ight, mnd boforo dowvm tho
1st Battnlion, 356th Infantry had captured 111l 462 (932266) and LA VILLA,

It appoared thut the ononmy wns werkest on cur loft, and during the night tho

d 2nd Battal! 2 was movod up far on cttock i: th t aroc,

nyw tho wot wonthor, tho torrrin, the had roads, and tho porsistont

dollnying tactdcs of the onomy had approciably clowed the advonoo of tho 85th
and of the adjacent divisionss In order to porotrate the onony positions and
to cartinue the attack to btho north II Corps launcivd a coordinoted attecl

" at 0800 hours 10 Octobor - lring tho main offort on the rizht in tho soctor
of tho 88th Division; T!' ; Division on its wart wes t> assist tho adverce
of tho'B5th by scdzi . r° s at 070265 (CLLLD I YATRULI DI S9PRAY snd at
985288, south of' Skl Cle. /T DI RIGHANO, Tho vist Division wos cloo to aspist
tho 86th by capbturing tho ridpo eer 906288, vicu’ of MIUTE DELLE FJRIICHE,”
.and aftor the cepturc of FINICHEE by the 85th Livisidén tho 91lst would bo pProe
pared to outflerl: LIVIRGNALS, (874296), on I'l lnicy 65, fron the oasts Tho
moximm cir offort was to bu nade, rith auphasis o tarsets in tho 85th and
88th Division zonos,

v On tho right, tho 337th Infontry (with tl.o lst Bat talion, 338th Infantry
; atteohed) vms to atteel north to eapturc tho Division objoctive , Hill 678

-
. =" (947281) on INNTIRINZIO cod HE1l 622 (956500) and Hill 602 (95..7) in th. Ax
i oinity of GAUTA AMNA (965307), fov kilomctors t» the northoast. Om tho loft, ‘
tho 338th Infantry (~) would inibislly meke iGs anin offort o capture LONTE !

DELLE FORLICEE, N

X Elaronts of iho CGormen 98th Infw try Divislon had boen eppoaring rocantly
on tho Division frant, as woll as olomeits of tho 65th Ifd‘:\:“bry Division, Tho ;
nowly arrived wiits ond reinforcaments vere = ar concentratod to defond FORIICHE ’;
ond MONTERENZIO, Tho lattor sass was Jdefonded by olononts of the lst Babta= = 1
lion, 117th CGronadicr Rogimont, 98th Infortry Divicion; elaments of tho lst
Battnlion, 147th Grancdicr Rogimert, 65th Tnfmitry Division; tho Loos Bephe
&'bpo - (ro. nonts of tho 132nd Gremadicr Repinent, 44th Infantry Division)y .

. and olemant. of tho 562nd Engincor Battelion, (U7ICEE vas dofanod by clow
¥ nants of tho 2nd Pattelion, 267th Gronadier Ropinet, 94th Infontry Divisfony

¢ oloments of the 2nd Bat:lien, 147th Gronadior Noginenty tho l4th Compony,
~ 956th Gronadicr Réginenty and elomonts of tlo 362nd Fusilior Batt

o
o;

of the ‘352nc’. Anti-Tank Battalion,

‘. The cnomy tactics
it 3

. i

&

TN e

or

1 nined tho"'snm’». stubbom and ¢
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W
15 Li TORRE {938288), duu cast frou FORMICHE on tlio

talion vushod Lov
Bl i 4 Battnlion occupicd dofonsive positions in tho

right of tho stirew’. Pre
" vicinity of FOIMICIE,

Advancins fro 71l 6357 (915 293) in thd onrly morning, prort of tho 3xd
Battalion, supportod by tenks, pushol naat the VAL PINLA (915294) to rcach
Ai11 475 (217299). r*m‘vy snell ores flm conver=ing on theon fron throo sidog
cougod thaa to Pull ‘, o ‘ovoer, i1l 400 (“10?90). “In thoe aftornoon %
thoso trocos uf‘vn.nco-' to tho north o-’*s\., cloaring Hill -‘51, BAPLCAZZA (921298),
which, boonuso of Lhe lack of cover, thoy Lird a Staclked wiler tho proboction of
a smoko goroon, Thoy tham rooccupied Hill 475, 7TIn its advaise .ovards LL
TORRE tho 1lst Battalion ccoturod two hills, Y41l 373 (3682\.15) S Hi1l 59%

935285), and cloients ocoupic? ho-scs o 't- cnst slde of the 1und in FIUMELTO
5938284;. Tho ono.y l.old houses on the'west sido, and fighting co"“ci Auod curi.n{_,

the night,

At this poriol tho 34th Iv_{‘:-ntry Division vze moving forward to tule wp
positions in tho line Lebimon the B85th ond 9lot Divicions, Lt 2400 hours 13
October the 1lst Batic 1ir 1y 16 th Infartry Rosbient, 34th Infantry Division
was ottached to the SG3Eh In : try oad urm:‘.rr.-a' to 1mwvo into dofansivo po=
gitions hold by tho 2nd Po tb~lion y 338th Infentry on MRIICHE,

Duri: - 14 Ootobor FIUMETITO wvas cleared of cnony clotents by tho lst
Battoldon, «.id in Tho aftornobn ouo conELY »f the Srd Batibeliorn, aftor dis-—
lodging the cuery fro his positivis in t7w collars of TRE POGGI (923290),
proparcd to advance bova rds CROCZTTA (917503 ).

* The 2rd Dottrlic’s, rolioved at 0400 lwours 15 Octobor by the 1lst Battow
lisn, 160th Infaorbry, :aove ! through the 3rd Dattalion, 330th Imlfantry’ ond cons=
tinuod tho atbrck north o ‘.m-m. Tho 1s’c Baltalion castured L4 TORRE, Hill
461 (938288), end TMill ¢ . [935280) an’ advancod to Hill 516 (943297), The
corpany ot TRE POCCI ndve c(}u boyond ULGNANO (524294), The 3rd Bettolion was
now tolioved by oleacrts of the 108th Infantry Rosiitont, 34th Infantry Divie
sion, and coruand of the Repinantsl scetor to tho wost of Highway 6531 passod
to the Comicnding Goroeral, Sa’t‘q bf‘rm'bry Divigion ot 2400 hours { -
The rolicved clents mdved to assembly creces noar FIUMETTO and SAVAZ

proparod to cortinuwo the sttnck n. -th. Tho lat Bn’c’bclian coﬂ‘l}
solidato positions o Lho onst of Higlwmy 6551, '

F At

The crony mr:lng tho past ook hnd rosigbod ntuboomlir m" "
end govo no aig;n of !.: brry vlthd Ve :
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Ch 2 otehor furthor orders were ispucd %o sulde the Division in coordinci~
attack with thet of the B0t Division mm t'ha rirhte. An otteck vos to bo
4olik of 22/25 Tetobor £y cnoturc i1l 158 (960332), sorth of ¢

. PIRRNCCHLA di VIGIALE (954327)e Wacn that thould bo telen, other attocking forces
would aving nortloce’ o trke 1'ONTE MEZZLND (9976%4) in cvordinction with tho
eoowuro of Hill 568 (290352) by tho 88th Division, )

ing its
mede on tlhe @

Tho advmice temrd- 111 455 (9 difficult, Tho 3rd Battalion,
25th Jooger 1csinant, izht Inf try Di § 1 jugt boon coumibtod in £his
aron, end Voo Lightin yymly to h':lf N htfall tho 339th
Infentry hed sceurcd Ge D DY S En : d herds twicogd
In the lato oftornoon cloiwnis of Wlo lal Bettc aftor - throush tho
2!1!1, had retolon Cho vil and e e thrt Bo \
thore alog the rid ‘s 411 9 ) s cdvenco wos wdo with lesa
difficulty thrn- oo nt ¢ oo emnbiernttoek killod or
captured moot of thu cdvarco blo W ‘,:: on t‘m -\H , wory b roke throv-i from
tho north cnd wost nd overrcn our pogition bt wke eould Lo
bmubht up, It wicg now loocs of
hill in forcoe

,',*.riuut: that thoe ona L

Mocnwhils, on 22 Jctobor t’:.’. 2ra v, woTth Infratry continuwd to
hold its positiors o f'uCCJLI, tmd ol Corun 1 t: vccupy nnd orpeaizo
{IORTE CASTELLA0 (905L0:4), o ‘rilo l.3t0!‘ The next doythe 1ot
Battclion uowed fory ta g 32), ~nd cfter-derk
attackod clong tho hd v srownd G sut the zurc f thot objective
waited upon the cajtuio JLLE . "‘.“-. vuping up of clamonts
still holding out o CASINLLIRY,
attockod the pdeht fladk of tho londing YOIy ‘ut wcro rivr.n offe Irtillory

ocnd mortoer r~cuntrrtic. s follow fay) ¥, oyl tho Britalion withdrow fron
thoir oxpope’ popifions £o o locrlify ncar C’ﬂ L7 WIVI'E, ond aade osreporations to
rosung the c.tt-'ck. COLJ.® ROVIIE itoclf had b clearcd of cneny by tho 2ad
Bettolion, aud oleuents of this Bettalion tm  avup the defango of CUCCOLE eftor =
clooring out the rosisbasnco on CASTELLIR™.. -

% %  Thodoy of 24 Cctol. r '.ms spont by the U7tk Infentry chio
end preparin; for an attacl: ot nild, LE thet ‘l‘di;l«. the cnony e
IL 20GGIO by the lst 3ot™ m, nieh thm vt o to copturg YEZZIRD

hours 25 Oc‘babor. Mo Zac .,:-ttr ion caohxrm LU“SA.J‘J ($90540) and
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45 Divisfon commod tho cotive dofonso of tho positions it
g rosiste0o of tho lest wedk: or more had boon offoctive 1o .
s cdyanos, cd Corps erd Divieian ot this tino did mot have o
of ccoamition ad emough fnfoutry roplacomor tz o pornit a g
cttecs with tho maxizun «ifort, Vorcovur, thc troops wore e
%, hert fighting over tho rurged torrcin in pdgcerablo
perios of dofence row borm, nroparftory to conbinuing
2 1Asy (ntasglenouts were constricted, nincs 1lodd, and -
/ £rolis - was contined cnd outposts ostoblishoed as tho -

{f this tizo tie emdition of the rords o3 eritizscl, Ucny rocde cnd -
y woro izproschle to motor voudsles, cod ven amles on occasion wero wncble -
thr Sxw of thogo broke their 1= tryin- t3 extricate thcusclves
{0 5 tho mud in which thoy beeemo wired, 7 .8 noecseary €9 shoot thop, ' In
~ order to rmointain £he rocds the 310th Bnincer Botislion wos cesisted by tho _sm/
Roconbriscene s TrioDe e $0LC

. Durding this poriod soceicl crphesis wws pluced voon anti-trnk defeonso,
Mﬁt o8 g Gact enemy roiuforcen.nte in thds sector wor squipped < L. h
$onks ®.d soif-vropollcd munse The Division Lrvillery Comacndor vep responsible
for courdivetinz plers involving tl. usc of coplftiors ood mifcs, tho coordinatsd
fon of tho artillorr vith the tak end tonk destrayer slercts, ond the crotablis
nont or o yurcing oyBlicile =

i ' 27 dctobor orders vere siven to ¢n lish o gemerel line o;‘ dofcngos
s Wost fron CLEITLLLR) o CISETTL &3 V17 Lis, PIZZ2INY (951325), end _
111 437 (946322)s Stroa: oftrsl cetis wos ) be neirtainod os fer forward/as

runsdn~ vesnird £eon 'BZZIIT $o Hill e (988343), MLl 459 Tﬁ'o;ﬁg;)‘ ad
4 B by o |

c linc i .
to Hi11 365 (949523), _ !

* Tho .. wiy hed mxemdils cortinuelly Trourlit up mlacmti e rof
nants, ¢ the Z2rd L4 1t Infrotry Divisics, clandnts of which hod, £ix .
rppoered or the Divigion frmt um 22 Jetobor, bovk over an ingroasin

pert of the cousxy sociore Wt clonmits of T 562ud Infad Divis
Lohr Brigede wore still oprosing t@n Divisior nt tho c¢nl of the nont!

; The 337th Infeatry “ch hed ropulscd
. 26 Jctober, the mexb day
powrtain end’ IL PISCIY 4o lad
(961383), e 411 425 |
the ﬁm&'swm,m ,
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ook : :
During the sonth 1. ¢ ficors cnd I78 onlisto! mon werc killed in actlon,

59 officors and 1494 anlistc
roportod missing in cobions Durins this scriod

wore rocoived os roplocaiontse

. At the ond of tho month the offoctive rirwrgth of tho Division crowntod to
702 officors, 45 worrent officors, il 12,540 enlisted mon.

12 officors ond 1322 onlistod rion

' Durinﬁ Nctobor 1437 prisoncrs »f wor possod through tho Division Cegos

5 e o
, G ALY,
O G | hekss
JOER 3. CIULEER, » °
(v.,&.jor Gorerel, Us S. Army,
Cormanding,

2 riga wounded, c1d 1 officor end 298 onlistod mon voro

Authy
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A?0 85, U, S, Lrmy,

23 January 1845,
5571 INFANTRY DIVISION CLASSTFYCATION {CAR TELLND
AR S - SR // 7 EANGED 1O
REPORT OF OPSRATIONS - FOVFMECR 1844 BY AVTHORITY .J?.(‘.Q’y 2

l Poriod 1 Novaaber = 22 lovaamber g o /B AR
In Kovember the Division continued to defend the lino established in the

n Lire o ROTINE °
-eok of Ootodere The l'ain Lirc of Rosistoncc oxtended fYom COLLE

%‘1‘.93;513-:;? o\ms“.: to 1°OFTT CASTSLLARO (235334), reross the CUCCOLI RIDGE (935320),
wost thro:v-h CASEYTA DI VIG'AL® (©65525), I").TR FANO (955322), south of PIZZARO
ot 958825, noar tho COLLT ZI/WARTLIO ct 945321, to & locality ncar CAYIVETTA et
835319, .".11 throo Roginents remnined on the ling, cortinuing the active defensec
of thoir scctorss

! At 0100A 1 Zovamber Company I, Cith Chemical icapons Battalion wag relicwved
from atthchmont to the Division, 4t OS54 2 Tovaubor Corpany €, 100th Chemical
Toopons Reticlion was cttached to thoe Division, The second pletoon of € €
= ‘ wus‘attac!md to the 300th Infentry ct 20154 2 idvomber, ond the romoindor of tho
- corpany was attached to tho §3¢th Infontry et 04304 S Noverber., The 752nd Tank 1
K Battalion (nimus Company D) -end the 805tk Tenk Destroyer Dattolion (minus Congany *5
4) ramainod sttached to the Division. The Toult Dustroyer Sattalion (=) aond thoe y
Assgult Gun Platoon, 752nd Tenk Iattalion were otiaclied to Division Artillery,

Durin® the last days of Jetober comdareiively fow prisoners hod beon takon,
and the Division did not possess full knowlodie of the oneny's dispositions, "It
novertheloss cppecred thet tho lst Dottalion, 200th Panzer Grenadior Reginont,
90th Pansor Gronadicr Division was o IJUTE LRIEA D (998344), with tho Alam
Company, 44tk Infentry Division (node uwp of persontel drewn fron the 131st, 132ad
ond 134th Grencdier Rezironts) in the some crom; the 1st Dattelion, S577th Gronadicr
Rogimonts 306th Infeatry Division, north of COLLS ROVINE (995334) ond on Hill
560 (988352), The 2u¢ 3ottalion, 200th Ponzer Gromedior Reginenmt, held positioms
on FOUTE CLSTELLINO (S05334); the 1st Settalion, Lehr 3rigade was wost of Hill
444 (988344); the Srd Battaliom, 25th Jocger Resinumt, 42nd Licht Infontry
Division morth of Hill 456 (968351); tho. Dattle Growp Schlagzoter cttnched to tho
382nd Fusilior Dottoliom, cnd the Bettnlion itsslf in positions onst end wost of
Higheny 6531 botweon the 03rd and 95th Sastings,

Durin; this >crisd eontact 1ith the crony wos mointained
patrals, vhich were zont ut requlerly. The apposing for
offansive cetions, ond were eoch generally oontemt to mnd
Patrols ~d roids veore the chief ffe-sivo cetivitics of

Tho veathor in this rogion vericd fro- sne day to the
deeaaional clear spclls, tut fog, rain o:d suve were tho
period it was cstimctod there wms twice the oot of
orod iz Favorder, Hevertholess, beccuso of the
Grocs suaparting aviation wos oble ¢ fly nissions
of tho porisd. ey

ud cantinued &2 harper e
:;.\1 indispuzsodiere Iadslides v
ndargeriag isstallationg.
- and tho 3IGuk Dngincer 3ntdad
Resonreiasance iroop wtil )

~In aceorlanse v
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R patraling to anirtein contact with tac - |
e rc;i‘:c‘-‘-t?tci‘-gi‘l‘::;st{;;ergsi:ﬁ:' 1ircs. F3llowinr the palicy catabliahed
i nr.:! ti ?;U\-.;"Octo.bc; ar:c’.‘l reginent sc b out reidies -‘7:“1?%8 1-.'.1_.t§‘.figzéonﬂ
during tho ag 5 ors ot least tvicc o srock for tho purpssc of obtadndsng _‘U»-L
to oapture ‘u-"s.“..lu annronchin~ onecny positions our patralso crecounteres ninos
idc:t'iﬁcnffolf: e nad troils ond in the fiolds and meay of the cppi::}'ichca
ficlds nl?“'{ S "'ir: A.‘t.r‘;i-:rs. Scvercl Mhouner, wlhich the eery Jccu;)icft. ..1.'- Jn
\.'c::: :_ijzﬁgg-lbxlxt vhiich wors wioccupicd at sthcr tines, vere alg>y surrsunded by
co. a 2 2

nincse

Jrbush notrols and raiding partics froque:ttly cx‘ﬂ_cow.tr.z:ur'.‘c'xcny pnt;{z:o]in,
nd firc fichts were camwne 4 fow prisovors were teken, and _t.’\cco rgrlcirv .Lc'n
2" £ th Ui“""‘.‘.{‘.ti):‘ sur units werc oble o obtoin c‘\ncrzmi_:: tho cucnyts
&;:zo:itz:.’;zs.us’;r‘;c civilions werc aleoo brou;)}:{ back by prErJls, ond nony othors
o:s:ir.;_: throush- the lines supplied the wnits with uscful izforantion,

Patrols were froguently sent out €0 reosimoitor oneny cu"tpvoats, h-{uso:;
rnd villnmos occcupicd or recontly evacuated by tho cnomys Combat patrols on
«;ccrsion :s 1 sound porier tolepliones, with vAidch thoy meisteined contact width

; e Be~coun Tipd ~
thoir supporting forccs, and next igher He cquarters, Radins was clso usod at
eppropriato tincs,

Sptrols usunlly opereted without -artiliery supporte Howover, on occasion
artillory wes uscd for this purposc. For cxmnic, o party of nine non yms givon
tho nigsion of rnidin: Ccrman outposts ot PIZZIIIO (5'515255 nn tho cerly ovoning
of 6 Novorbere Ohortly before dusk an artillory barrage vwes leid upon 'f;ho villagoe
to provent tho cuony from roving mon into tho housos before our troops hind roachod

positions noar the villcaso,

Upon ono occasion a 14 man patrol scoupied a houso ot $6653352, northoast
of PIZZANO, insldc Gernan=held torritory for three days (12-14 November),
Buildings o short distanco owey vere sccupicd by encny who did not know of tho
Anoriooans! prosoiicce On 14 lfovenmboer scweral civilicns came to tho housc, ine
forndng tho patrol of tho strongth of theo Goriinns if throo houses occupied by
tho ecneny, That nizht the civiliens wore cvecucted, and the patrol rolievoda
Riflenon and 3R :en wore thon sleced in firduns positions throushout the housc,
end o blocking force was sent to the noardby road junction to provent creny fron
noving towerds the building alonrg the:road,

Lt 2000 hours o nechine jun on COLLE COLYIDARA (950525) and ansther frén
onc of tho three houses t> the front begon firing upon our oatrolts position,
Tho patrol returned the fire, and at the samoe tine called £ar supporting firo
ovor the sounc power phonos At 2010 hours tho Cammon Company, nortars, chenical
norters, and heavy anchine suns laid dxm’prearrenged firos on tho three encrayw
acoupied buildinzs cnd on COLLE COLAIBARA, and &lso laid harcssing fire on
PIZZIFO, The cuony fired six rifle srencdos ot our outpost, cnd then coasod
firing, Lfter a bricf interval vhe: there was 30 Lirc fron cithor side, & growp

of cneny wns scen coproaching, but it wes routod by fire from the BAR'§,

There vicre :nay actions of a similer ko ' s
i ar kinrd in tho probing o

Docouse of tlhe incroasingly sovoro restrictions on -
the crtillery units ininly oa::figod their firing t»
struction, countorbattery and dofersive firocy
nodoratoly cetive, bub fron the vicinity o
porth of Highwey 9 deily intordictory and ool
Peor visibility herpered our. observers, :
evallable, but a meder af the omﬁy;"% !

rosult that tho cnony vams compelled to

For the firet tine in th g

:a nany os 200 rounds ngiﬁr?s’?ﬂ
hat tlé:n:m:.r had aceurate ey
160 of 01d gholl o

loft in pogition vhen t;;o;;b
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COE RIS
Berly in Novenbor tiic threo Rogincuts rnl Division Lrbillery reosteblished

countorrortar scctions to maintain ceeyrate records and cherts of caany morter
positions, Troops woro instructod to turn in irmec nﬁ_l- roports of cnomy nortar
firing, with oll tho ortinent infornction evedleble, ond tlis ;jrovided ths noans

of 10:?!:1:1[; and noutralizing tho cnony firo,

At the borimning of tho period.a fow cirilL 16 renninod in thoir housos in
tho forward arccs ocoupizd by the Division. Lo the situction Jucr':.o stobilizod -
moro of tho eivilions rcturned. to their hﬁ::::r fra . tho hills cd covoss THovovor,
only o fow onterod friondly torritory fron the iorth,’ I.’uvc.u.'.:’.: of civilions )
beotroon unit soctors sras Hrqhdbited, and civilicra attompting Uo eross these
bowndarios wero cpprehondo? nnd scrooned by tlo Countor Intollironce Corps
Dotoclmont, -In g3o creas, whore 100CeBLYY, ciu-ili-r.n were .veeuated to the roar,
ra’ual relicf »f tho
Divinion. L8 tm 1-'1 i \cl Jrr '*xiz ti')"l wero 1:':::‘4 ved, thay s qu’ to croag’
noar GAGLIAIO (QE50055) ar near ) “'1"“ ITIOTD (Qe002) end oTSiOIL (QS207)s
Bloponts rolicving ports of the Uivision vere nererclly attoched €a tho Division
until ot 000Ls 22 iisve Sor c- n::.r of the Divisica scotor pessod t: tho 08th
Infontry Divioioi. FiA tu.r burbore woro in thie air doy ard niskit to covor tho

relicf, 3

or tho 32Uth Ficl? Lrtillery Sattalion wms rolioved by

tho 338th Fiold Artillory battelic:, 30th Divisicn Lrtillery, which wos thon
attachod to tho Diviplor and to tlhe Division Lrtillory, [t C508A 11 Novémbor
tho 86lat Infantry wcgiront, COth Divicion, vas attached to the Divisjorn, and tho
command of ite Roginentel soctor’possod to tlo Comanding Gerersl, 05th Dirision,
Tho Division soctor now oxtended wost of CLS/ DI RIZZ.NE (932325) to POGGIO |
(924326), CLSRETTA (0153;0) ezl the vieinity of G/RGYGIID (9008334)s ALt tho saro )
tino Company C, S13th Irgincor Jettalio:n, Cuipany C, 513th ilcdicnl Dattelion, ‘
Corpony A, 757th Taul: Battelion, i cuo platoon >f Cumpany C, CO4Ath Tenl: F
Dostroyor Seottalion vioro attoched with tho lesiiwont o tho Division, Lt this - e
tinu aloo the £1%th Fiold Lrtillery Debtalion vas cttacho” to <iho Division end to B |

ho Division Lrtillery, In tle §5lst scoter on nctive dofrizo wos elso rmointainods
Tho ohief ciloiry foreccs in this zore were olecitos of the 20th Peazer Gronadior

Divigion,

4t 11004 C liowvensh

Lt 1553!; & Tovenlor elererto of the Rynl /rtillery, lst Dritish Divieion
corploted the rolief of the 320th Field Arti)lery Sattalion, L4t 15164 14
Toverbor the 337th Iield frtillery Sattoling, cCth Division Lrtillory, cone

plotod the roliol of the 910th Ficld ‘rtillefy liattalion, end at 10854 16,

Noverbor tho 539¢h Pield Lrtillery Rettrlion, 30th Diviasion Lriillory, relieved
tho 403rd Fiel' irtillery Da%taliony Jath the G3Tth rud G30th Fie gﬂﬂﬂﬂlor¥
Dottalions wore theon attophod to the 85th Division cnd t5 Diviﬂ. 11101'30

The rolicf of ihe Ruriivnte weg alsd cceonplished urzduhllyo 4t
11 Hovordor the lst Dattalion, T37th Luf-nbry, »lus Caany 2
tho lst Duke of Tollingtan .ngm:&, 4tho curiid of the gector poss
Gonoral Officer Compwendin:, lst Sritis '
tize tho 2 ol ' '
Infantry Drigede
Bm%duanamd
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ek kY

30 lovenber tho acsigne! strength of the Division aownted to 724
end 13,641 onlistod mén, In the period from 1

‘killed in action, 10 officers and 200

and 15 cnlistod men werc roported missing

od 15 officcrs and 916 enlisted

officers, 43 warrani nlficers,
to 22 Novenbor 64 onlisted mon were
enlisted nem were wounded in actiong
in action, During the month tho Division roceiv
non os reolaccaucntse

Fron 1 o 22 Novombor 17 prisonors of wor passod through the Division

Cazce

Pl
i

e RGN
e kTt fein,
p JOom! B, COULTER, 2
{_¥ajor Genoral, U, S, Ammy,
Cormanding,
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Purdne the puried, infaabey orgrainabl af o dhe ldno tore roliovad’
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pefastry rolioved Al lub Jrpbrlion, S37¢h TARAGUEY. o nisht of 25/20 Joawery
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REPORT OF OPERATIONS -~ FEBRUARY 1945

Thrgughout February the Division continued to hold defensive. positions in the
Monte Grande sector. The 338th Infantry on the right (with the 2nd Battalion,
339th Infantry attached) held positions near Frassineto (M-010315), west along
the Cerere Ridge, and on the eastern slopes of Monte Grandc (L-9332). The 337th

Infantry (with the 3rd Battulion, 339th Infuntry uttached) held the left sector,
with positions on the western slopes of Wonte Grande and on Montecalderaro (L-9933),

and west along the Cuccolli Ridge (-9832) beyond Marzolina (L-977318). The 339th’

! Infentry (minus two buttalions, and the Cunnon Compeny, which was atteched to the
Division Artillery) remained in Division Reserve near Casa Bubeno (L-986212), and

was engaged in repairing weather damage to the Switch and other Defense Lines.

The 85th Reconnaissence Troop continucd troining neer Gaglisno (Q-8395) throughout

i the month.

" The following organizations remained under control of the Division: Company
A, 100th Chemicul Mortor Pattalion, attached to the Division Artillery, with single
platoons supporting both the 337th and 338th Infantry Regiments; the 755th Tenk
Battalion, attached to the Division, with the nssault Gun Platoon attached to the
Division-Artillery; the lst Platoon, DBattery 4, 105th 4hA AW Battalion (SP) attach-
ed to the Division; the 38th Quartermaster war Dog Flatoon attached to the Divi-
sion. On 18 February at 2100A Company D, 752nd Tank Battolion was ettached to the
Division and the Tank Destroyer Platoon of the 805th Tunk Destroyer Battelion was
attached to the Division at 11154 and in turn to the Division artillery. At 12004,
19 February the 755th Tank Buttclion wes relieved from acttachment to the Division.

The German 1st Prrachute Division continued to hold defensive positions
opposite the Division sector. The lst Por:chute Regiment held the cust helf of
l the sector, with the 4th Porochute Regiment on the west. During the first purt of
the month prisoner: reported thot the I Lattolion, dcukumm Regiment hed teken up
positions in the sector of the 4th Perachutc Regiment on Hill 477 (L-998340) und
: northcast of Bursano (L-970340). With its commitment four battalions feced the
— Division. No other major chenges in the disposition of the enemy forces frcing

the Division occurred during the rcmuinder of the month.

Throughout the period the wnits on the line regularly sent out petrols and
rolding porties to establish the locrtion cnd disposition of the enemy forces snd
to mointein identific:tions. The Division wes cbnstontly alert to the possibili-
ties of an enemy attock or withdr:wsl, Ambush putrols, accompenied by war dogs
when the conditions permitted, took up positions each night to block the likely
merns of anronch to our lines. The enemy was sensitive to our patrols and reids,

end constantly brought to bear hurassing machine gun snd mortar fire on our for-
ward positions., He also made on extensive use of flares in efforts to detect our
potrols. Patrols and raiding parties genernlly encountered resistonce from the
enemy's outposts, but it wes discovered thot positions monned in strength at one
time, at other times were unoccupied. One of these, the house at Di Sopra
(L-982330), which wos the objective of seversl petrol missions wnd ot least one
redd, wes found to be unoccupied on several occasions, but on snother occesion it
| wes stoutly defended by the enemy. Becouse of the importsnce of patrol aetivity

] ot this time orders were issued on 16 Februery for the establishment of Regimentel
| Patrol Groups for speeirl missions, formed from volunteers for the sssignment. °

=1~
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! g t snd threoe sections,
¢ ed of © smell hendjuarters det: chmen e
v mm}:?t::tﬁ::}:t Eoch section wrs composcd of an? 1iuutenrnt,i:l;: serd
g i five other cnlisted men. These groups received specizl tra thg an
g::ﬁtgiﬁ;t;c‘ sep: rotely. - They were relensed to the Battalions only on
w d are

approvel nf the Kegiment2l Commender.

~ further uevelopment of ucfensive coperations, = preovisionel .50 crlibre
% Gtm Detnchment of nine guns wes set up in each Heavy neapons Company.
= cstoblished on 10 Februrry, wes crected to nssist the defense by
‘1:his pmg;aix’idircct fire, to prevent enemy movement, cnd in generel to harcss
:;re::e:; enywhere within renge. Those cetachments werc olso designed to support
r:*.:ds end limited objective cttacks. 3

the 1st Battnlion, 339th Inftntry was pleced on o two-hg\_u-
rt.on i:pf‘;:?mwrgm @irectec by t.he’Divisicn, to cirry out & II Corps or 337th
;lem:mga_l ;:omfzerntt..nck mission in the sector of the 362nc Inf-ntry Regiment on
t:g left. On 20 Februsry the lst Batt-licn, 339th Infantry rclievea the 3ré
Battalion of thut Regiment, ¢nd wis cttoched to the 337th Infrntry. The zlert
wes rescinded on 28 Februrry.

's patrol cetivity was rather less than our omn ¢nd only one reid-
ing p:::ye:le:? e:cgmtered. Butyit wrs evident thut the enemy expected sn ctteck
in this sector, end in order to grin inform:tion of sny such preperctions he sent
severnl leng-range prtrols behind our lines to lie uver ond grther information.
Three of these prtrols were captured. As o counter messurc to these prtrols,
beginning 21 Februery the 339th Infentry wee ordered to send prtrols deily to cover
the Fulchetto micge (L-9825) rrea, eest of and prrellel to the Sillaro Torrent
between the 23rd .nd 27th northings, on the wrtch for cny long-range reconnsi-
ssence prtrols lying cut in this vicinity. On 24 Februrry c11 other commenders
were ordered to send cut siniler patrole erch doy to cover other aress. In further
expectation ¢f on cttrck, the encmy continued to improve his defcnses intensively,
digging trenches cnd constructing cdug-outs ¢nd bunkers.,

The Division Artillery fired @ preparsticn Cemmnstrstion c¢n the afternoon
of 5 Febr'~ry in support of the limited objective attack of the 34th Divi 1
the left. The enemy rerctec to this by shorply incrensed srtillery fire ¢
our sector imnedirtely : fterw-rds -nu on the next few drys, ~nd Juring t
of the month the volume of enemy fire mas consistently grecter then prior
Februsry. The positicns on Hontec-lagrers (L-9933) received froguent hes
ings from artillery n. mort<rs. On 20 Febru-ry the sdvencel Commind Post
1st Sottulion, 337th Infrntry received severrl airect hits by 1. %
which kille2 the Erttclion Commander enu four others -nd wo
of the generclly increased shclling meny of the instell:s
extreme forwerd srews were remaveu to dug-out;: ]
To protect the selient held by the Lun
emphusized counterbottery missions. In nlcy
specicl fire progrem was put into effect to
orin supply routes, ; et

Shortly ~fter the first of the
*nd the snow soon discppenred
out, tnd the naintencnce ofysup
Uule Pack Compenies continued to
Lion widened the hestern Velley ko
routcs. Tredls were im
Sillero Valley, but
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The 750 Infentry repl:cements reccived by the Division in January continued
to receive intensive troining in the Regiments to which they were cssigned.
These repl-cenents werc rotated with treops on the line for brief periods in order
to rcceive battle experience. Otner inter-comprny end 5Settolion reliefs were

effected periodicclly.

During the moath 2 officers ond 19 enlisted men werc killed in a..etieh;
3 officers cnd 87 enlistel men were wounded in action; und 2 enlisted men were
reportec missing in vetion. At the enc of the month the effcctive strength of
the Divisicn zmounted to 809 officers, 35 werrint officers, wnd 14283 enlisted
men.

During Februury 12 prisoners of wer possed through the Division Cage.
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HEADQUARTERS 85TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO 65. U. Su w.
b 5?"'.131?:!:

85TH TNFANTRY DIVISION.,

I OF.,. 5?&2’7 Aug 5
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REPORT OF OPER/TIONS =

Period 1 March = 08001 13 Merch

2 peri the Division continued to hold defensive positions in
the uon?e"éf-;nﬁta‘i?:,‘égé‘idmcmr. e 238th Infentry or the right (with the 2nd
Battalion, 339th Iafentry ette ched) held positions on Frassineto (1:010315), west
along the Cerere ildgs (10031}, cnd on the esstcrn slopes of Yonts Grande (L9932).
The 337th Infentry (vith the lst Battaliow, 539 bh, .Lm:f.ntry attachod) heldrtho
left sector, vith’ positioas on the wostorn slopes of hcrs\n‘tn Grande ond on lonto-
caldoraro (L9933), wnd west alonr the Cuccoli Ridge (1.2832) beyond Marzolina
(1977318). Tho 539th Infantrr (minus two battalions, ¢nd the Connon Company,
cttached to the Division srtillery) rrmeined in Division Reserve mear

which wes
e ot Casc Bubano (L986212)e The 85th Roconraicsazce Troop continued training neer
- k Gogliano (28395). 3
L 8

The night of 26 Fobruary - 1 larch claments of tho 1lst Battelion, 539th
Infantry began the rolief of the 1st Battolion, 357¢h Infuntry on XNonte Grendo
(L9832), complotirg the relief at 2230A 2 Morch, On 2 Meroh aleme:jts_ of the 3rd
Battalion, 539th Infentry bogcn tho ralief of the 1lst Battalion, 358th Infantrye
On the completion of the relief at 15004 3 Moreh the 3rd Bettelion, 339th Infantry
wes attached o tho 338th, cad the lst Dattallon, 535th Infantry was attachod to :
the 339th in Division resocrve, All throe battalions of the 339th Infontry wero
] now in lino togother. = the 3rd Battalion holding the extrome leoft of the 338th
- goctor on tho Corerc Ridre (L0031) with elemente of tho 2nd Bettcolion on its
. right, ond tho lat Battalion to the loft of the 3rd, Vithin the roginats
companies were mtoted periodienlly betvoon forwoard and roserve pasiticnso, . :

Tho waits on the linc meintoined en alort dofense, stabioning ambush
pntrols to block sny lilely mcens of cuemy approcch, ond rogularl, eading ;g}t’_m%su A
and raidinz partics into oncmy torritory to csteblish the disposition of tho )
onomy forecs cnd to nointain identificotions, Renger combat potro
in Fobruary, worz used for the first time in this poriods Patrols wi
mainteired throuszhout the Divisisn area in the deylight, jm the watch
long-range patrsls lyins over behind sur froat lincs, Floments '
pasitiong corricd »n traiming ovd fired upon reages thot were set
arcass Training wes conducted in sniper, small aras a -
inti-tenk comparics conducted test firing of 37ma

It cppecred thet tho dispas
front ronnined casouticlly the son
of the lst Parcchute Livision
oast and southecst of Cosot

thing, thon in Fobruary,
our patrols with nachin
posts with autonatic w




85th Division Reports

> during tho period was suany end Spring=liko. Tho snow had
lar"olyngs:;;::gsd, tho.(;raund had dricd, ond the Torronto Sillaro had dwindlod i
T : snall curront, Tho naintonance of sappliocs was consoquontly made o:\:' a::, an
though nulos vore still roquirod to corry supg].ios.wor th*o stoop t‘;rr.ilf‘ 9 t‘: o
£orward positions rocds olsovhero verc kept i"f pood condition ond woro -E.cq\g
tho traffic. Thc 12th, 17th ond 2Gth Tnédien Mule Peck Companics continucd &

support the Divisione
On 8 aad 9 Marech orders vero jssued moveraing the rolief of the Divisiom

in tho noxt fow doys by tho 10th Irndicn Division, ot that time holding positions
an tho richt of tho Division sootor.

Botwoon 10-12 ferch clemerts 50 the 26tn Luidian Brigade of tho 10th Indion
;ﬁ-;-'ri,-" end the attocl Lovat Scouts, raolieved “ho 2nd cad 3rd Battolions of
t{;.«:s&'ﬂ’, Infrutry rad tho abttachs? 1st Brtiolion of tho 330th, wateh wes detached

from the 337th Infontry ct 21455 11 Moroh and thea r-'r."crtod th» the peroat unit,
e cormond »f the 557Lh soctor possel to tho Concaan lins Officer of tho 26th
Indion Brigedc ot 0200 12 *erch, at which Sirc £h0 25th Indian Brigoado come undor
tho operatisnal coniro 4f tho “ivision, 1he 1st Bottolion, 357th Infantry was
nowi nt‘tnchad +o the 26th Indic Drigade, rom intyz undor th2 control of this unit
until 1300. 14 Narche
A 12 licrch uther olouents of the 25th Iadion Bricado rclioved tho 2ad

Bottalion, 338th Tqieatry and tho rd Batielion, 339th, and at 0200A 13 Morch
commnnd of the former 538tk scetar passed to tho Comnarding Jfficor of the 25th
Indion Bripades o6 thic timo the 3rd Dottalion, 338th Infontry and tho 2nd
Bottalion, 339th cmic wndor tho opsretional control of tho Indicn unit, Tho 2nd
Battclion, 339th Infantry was roturned t3 rasisontal contral ot 15104 13 arch,

C e the 3rd Bottalion, 338th Infentry rovorted to tho control of tho parcat rogie
sont on tho complotion of its roliof at 0015A 14 Ilarche .

Tho eormand of tho 85th Division ssetor, vhich tho [ivision had dofended
for 66 days, pessed to the Gonerel MMficer Cornandinz, 10th Indiamn Livision ot
06004 15 Mcreh, At this time tho 3209th Ficld Artillory Battalion vms relicved
fron its firc nissions, briefly remnining uader the control of tho 10th Indiem
Division till 0820A 13 March, The ronoining wmits of the Tivision Artillery
alsy cane under the oporational eontrol of the 10th Indion Tivision, The 86th :
Oivirion Artillery ond the 910th cnd 403rd Fiold Lrtillery Battalions vero rolioved
from tho oporatisncl control of the 10th Indien Uivision on 14 Mcrch, but tho  ~
328th reneined in pisition under ths eosntrol of tho Indian Livicion t111 20 :

During this period the supporting wnits (cxcopt for the pletooa o
A, 105th AAh AW (CP) Battalion) sers rolioved fron attachment to tho
the 38th Ruartermoster Ter Doy Pletosn yms rolioved ot 20004 9 Morchs
100th Chomical Horiar Battolion ot 11005 10 lsrch; the Tank Destro;
C.orpeny B, 805th Tamk Desbroyer Battolion ct 06004 13 Larch;
Tork Bottaliom ot 215564 13 lureh, The Coamon Conpmy, 339th
from cttachuont to the “ivision Artillory at 08004 10 lerch
roginentel control, 4 s

Period 13 - 31 March

As tho units of tho Zi
Gagliono (Q8395) aron wior
Aroca, Provisions woro nad
o period of rost end
sunod treining, with cap
monts woro further in
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: Division Artillery on Completing the relief of the
glzoryﬂ};:titi:on et 22304 21 ue.rch.t :..tsigzgﬁp?llﬁnict&l;: r;O':J'rd.
BTy talion completed the relief of the eld Ar
gi:tgl‘;;:iii:?o?‘alﬁighway 55 geo.r Fogpiolo (L’I.i"?52(_35) end '-‘a'ns_nttnched to Zhe 9};“1-
Division Artillerys At 12004 2% Morch the 85%ua Division irtillery assume conz;oth
of the artillery support of the Z4th Infentry Division, and a‘t‘. this t.:t.me tk;a 3 »
910th end 403rd Field irtillery Enttalions returmed to B5th Division ‘.r;cil erytro].
control, while the 32ath Field Artiliery Battnalion remnined under Division con .

the Sorine offensive by the illied Forces
“vo Division wect to the vieinity

was also attacho
347th Field Arti

On 21 March, in anticipnation of

' stued to mov its of
in Italy, orders were {gkued to move uni . n
of Casci;m Huove (N0553), on the benls of the ..o west of Pisa, to undertake

five 4inm the cssoult crossing of rivers, The 337th Regimental Combat
;z:;i:;v:ga;;;:%,lc‘h;if_',_; ml };;,oc:mw crea on 22 Morche Intensive e?xcrciues wore
conducted for four dnys, and problems were execubed in both battalion and combat
teom river crossiafg. The 404tk Bugineer Combot Team L',:..r} the 52nd Quartermaster
DUKW Company supported the Di viginon units in t‘..i:'; traininge AL ’bh? end cof this
period the 337th Rogi-iental Combet Taam (pinus the 32€th Field irtillery Battalion
and Company =, 910th “nglneer Aptbalion) moved to o 'uivou:_:c arca south of Lucca,
noar Colle Paladini (Q265711) to resume thoir rogular tr.?minf; program, and the
338th Rogimental Combat Toam, the 329th Field _rtillery bBattalion having boen re-
lioved from the linc, (with Compeny C, 310th Bigineer Battelion also ottached)
undortook a similor river-crogsing training progron in the Cascine Iluove aroa
beginning 27 March, Thile in Gaglicno, olomenis of the 310th Engineor Battalion
had undertaken river crossing cxorcisos along the lrne a fow miles wost of
Floronce., The 33¢th Imfantry did not participoto as & unit in this training, but
groups of officers and non-commissioned officers from that regimont attonded the
training of the other Combot Toams, and by the ond of the month almost all tho
regimental officoers and nlotoon and section sergecnts had witnessed the traininge
Meanwhile, tho 359th Infantry was preparingz to move from Gaglicno to an arca
south of Lucca in tho first weok of dpril. Tho 85th Reconnaissance Troop had moved
wost from Gagliano on 27 March to the viecinity of lscirmno (M59685), northoast of
Pisa, whoro normal training vas rosumod. Compony D, 752nd Tonk Battalion was i
attachod to the Division from 20 Karch to 05001 51 March that the infontry troops ¢

might become accustomod *o the now light tanl,

* 4s tho units mgved from Gagliano to their now creas spocial socurity :
moasurcs wont into ¢ffoct in accordunce with orders from higher hondquartors, 411
identifying merkings were removed from vohiclcs ond oquipmont, tho Division in=
signia was romovod from the troops' clothing aud hesddress, and new road markings
woero used to puide the convoys. 411 troops were further inatructed not to divulge
tho identity of their units to unguthorized persons. Thesc moasurcs wore token
in order to concccl from the cnemy the disposition ond probubls usc of the Di
in the coming offounsive, : oy

Tho 328th Fiold Artillery Battalion, which had been reli
oporational control of tho 10th Indian Division nt 1300 20 Mer
ported tho 237th Infontry in tho river crossin n,
Artillory Battalion ab 22154 27 Merch near Ru
Torrontc Savonas i '

A8 port of tho p
tho Division on 29 Merch sc
the soctor of tho British
the units of the Division
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sitory seseaion), s ()
R ey et

ola irbillory Battalion, vhich hod elosod (33
cnsed from Division'control, dotachod from vy

S
=

At cca aroa on 2
 II Corps, ond attached to
Aftor arriving south of Lucca tha 339th Infontry. conductod training in
 river crossing by battalions clong tho Armo noar Galoinaia (Q278605) botwoon ,
“tho 276th and 272nd Ecstings, ond also conductod training 4n small unit problems, |
_ Botwoon 10-12 .pril, further. rivor -erossing training wae canductod cleng tho |
" Ao wost of Pisn, md usc was made of spboial oquipment which ineluded tho :
Infantry Support Raft ond the Foot-Bridge, u-1, :
I . )

the 92nd Division ot 030101B ipril.

' |

"DOn tho passing of the command of tho 34th Division scctor to. tho Commondin
Gonorsl, 88th Infanbtry Division at 052400B .pril, tho 85th Diwigion Artillery (-
was rolicvod from ctbochnont to the 34th Division Artillory and attochod-to tho

88th, cnd continuod. to provide supporting dofonsive. firos for that division for g

" briof poriod, .limost immediatoly plans wera put into offoct for the rolief of
tho 85th Division Artiliory (=) by clcments of the 9lst Division srtillery ond

.the 88th Division .riillery.

. Tho 328th Ficld irtillery Battalion was rolioved by the 916th Fiold Artillery |

% Battalion on 6 .pril, cnd on closing noor Lucca ot 2265733 ct 0809458 Jpril tho [

%28th Ficld .rtillory Battalion roverted to Division drtillory control, The :

910th Fiold .rtillery Battalion, rolicyed by the 347th Ficld irtillory Battelion,

88th Division Artfllery, roturncd to Division .rtillory control ot 0610008 :

April on closing monr Q200750; also im tho Lucca aroa, The Assault Gun Platoon,

767th Tonk Bettolioh, howover, rolicved from attachment to tho 910th Ficld

Artillery Battalion, was attached to the 347th Ficld Artillory Battalion in

ploec, Hendguartors Battery rcvorted to Division irtillory control on closing

noar Lucea (ot Q159772) at 0615168 April, On 7 Jpril the-403rd Ficld Artillery

Bottalion was rclicved by tho 348th Ficld Artillery Battalion, 88th Division

Artillory, cnd roverted to Division Artillery control on closwir.r %}8753 in

the vicinity of Lucca ot 071140B .pril, . b ,

1 T g ey sy R e .
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diroat support for tho 4

e L
On 18 April, ordo

to bo , y K ‘ \

11 “propared for novomon : duy’ tho

ian e e e .
- on o 106tk A \

:. . ur alort, m'{aﬂn Tepg! ) instruotod ‘

‘a:ga’gg'ﬁr&.m- 0 Bove. ba) m (minua .ﬁ;mm

, ::tho msaw'ju Afrioa (L60R s ond by 1703468 Aprd ad olosod in tho
dosignated arens V)

K . On A7 41 furthor ordores wore rooolved from Ffth Ammy to romove tho

o roo |

romaindor of the Division to arcas indieatod by tho Commanding Gonoral of IV

Corps botweon Afriea mlmi and lumlmw:y (LBBAR4S), Ii.g Diviaion (=) wos f
|
|
s
|
|
|
|

atbachod to IV Corps ab 1701008 April, and by 1710500 April had complotod oloms
ing in tho new arens ' .

)

]

On 17 Aprid the Division vms ordored to reliove tho lab Armorod Di¢ision
tnd olorionts of tho 10th Mountain Division within its sono without dnln{. and ‘
; on thoe morning of the 10th to econtinuo the abback north on the right flank of j
IV Corps 4n ordor to' eloar Highway 64 within its sono, to scoure an oxit into :
tho Po Valloy, and to nesiab tho advanse of 1T Ocl'fl. Tho 337th Infantry wae '
ordorod 0 roldovo olonente of Sho 108 Mountess b viston, ond the S30th Infantry, | ||
 With tho 06th Reconnaissance Troop abbnchod, was to rolieve tho olomenta of tho
18t Amorod Division within its sonos Tho Divielon drtillory was to support
both the assoult Rogimontes, Tho $30th Infantry was initally in Corps rosorve |
near LE3R2R, to bo used only upon the approval of the Arny Commandox, l

Tho 3B0th Meld Artillory Battalion remaincd undor 98nd Divioion contrel
until 1706000 Jprid, and under IV Oorpe oontrol until it arrived in tho Diviajon |
aron at 1816308 Aprid vhon it revertod to Division artillery, The eomponent |
xl‘hl of tho Division artillory vere assonbled gt of Highway 64 and gonorally

Uth of the road leading west from Afrion (LEO2RBG) o Raffono Musiolo (LESE2ET R
and were now returncd tb Divieion eontrol, ( ) piSens Hutele, (UoasttYy),

Poriod 16 « 30 Aprid

The Division entorod the atteek weat of tho Reno Riwer in the hills and

Fldgos north of Vorgato (LOO?RB7), The firet and high
: ghost hills wore about 1800
g:::e::f:. d'fhu :idgal wore sharp and eut with dooply croded ravinos, Thoso
i h&t rmﬁ: ¥ inte tho Lone Valloy rosonblod the barpon slopos of tho Idieo
. o g; 13 arthor to the woat the hills Wore more deoply woedod and thoro wore
g ficlde of opon pasture, Highwy 84, following the flono, was the single

firsteslass road to the north, but 1% .was dominetod by positions on tho bordoring |

“-ldw

S0 e LAY
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which tho cnemy still hold, tho gos ond culvorts wore
::ﬁ. For somo distenco, clso, : 4 To the wost of Highway
64 most of tho othor rocds vere ‘ twigting around and over
thd stoop slopes in meny sharp : , m laid on somo of thoso
roads end bridges hore also ha boen demolis: s noocssary to widen tho
bost onos in ordor to mako thom sorvicoablo f supply vohiclos, Tanks could
‘not opornte advantegoously for tho first fow m s : ,

Tho dircetion of the attack originally swung from the north to tho morthe
cast, towards thc dominating hills, Monte Lunincoio (L747341) cnd Monte Torrcnora
(L762358), Pcst thoso, the drive wms to continuo on a tzant obout six kilo-
notors wide coross hills that wore progrossivoly loss and loss high and clong tho
Rono Valloy into tho Valloy of the Po somo fourtcon kilometors avays In this
rolatively prosperous country there worc meny farmhouses, but comparctively fow
villages of morc then teom buildings. In this rcgion the onomy hod not propared
many positions, and very fow of the houscs or villages wore fortificd though somo
woro to bo defondéd as strongpointse , - e

At the tinmo of thé Division's cormitment tho onemy forcos in this soctor
wore alrocdy felling back in some disordor wmder tho woight of the IV Corps
Tho forecs initinlly

attack in the arca botwoen tho Reno and Samogsin Riverse
opposing tho Division included clcnments of tho 94th Infantry Division on tho right,

ond cloments of the 8th (formerly thc 157th) lountain Division on tho lcft,
Prior to our commitment cloments of tho 90th Panzor Gronadior Division had been
sont from tho northcast to roinforee the cucmy troops to the west of tho Division
soctor, but in the first twn days' fighting nonc of thc units of that division

wns identificd by our troops,

On 17 April-the 338th Infentry moved up to take over tho right scotor of
the Division zone, ond the 337th como up ¢4 take the left,. lMarching up during
‘the night of 17/18 .pril the 3rd Battclion, 338th Infontry, on the right of the
Roginmental scctor, rclioved clements of the 8lst Reconnaisscnco Squadron ond of
tho 1st Armorcd Division on o front oxtending wost from Piano di Vonola (L759309)
to L740286, in thc vioinity of Piopve di Salvero, Cormand of thd former Blst
Roconncissance Squadron scetor pasecd to tho Commending Officcr, 338th Infontry
at 1801008 .pril, cnd thc relicf of the 8lst Nccomnaissance clements wes comploted

at 1806108 April,

The 2nd Bottalion; 338th Infontry, on the lcft of the 3rd, marching forward
fram Quercoto (L655205), pushed ‘ncross tho hills ond over dusty troils on the
morning of 18 April, cnd by 14158 had completed the reolicf of the 6th Infantry
Battnlion, 1lst .morod Division in tho wicinity of La Crocc (L736323), Tho 1lst
Battalion was meamvhile moving up clong Highwoy 64 in closc support os Rogimental
roserve, The 85th Reconnaissance Troop, attechéd to tho 338th Imfantry, scrcened
tho right flonk of the Regiment during the rolicf cnd sot up o road block on
Highway -84 ccross the Reno River ot L732281, It thercafter followed along the
Highway abreast of the infantry, The command of the scotor now hold by the 338th
Infontry passcd to the Comannding Goneranl, 85th Infgntry Division at 181430B-

J.ipri]-.

The 2nd Bettalion, 337th Infontry wos moving up on the right of the
Rogimentel scetor the night of 17/18 ipril, south of Honte Luminasio (L747341), -
its first objectivos Tac 1st Battalion, on thc left, rclicved the 1lst Battalion,
?::?glmmtn?n x\cgifncnt, lot}.x Hountain Division in the vicinity of Montc Vignola

336), which thot organization hed just crpturcd, end cormand of the soctor
gn::cg Yo the Connanding Cfficer, 337th Infontry *t 180900B April, The 3rd

attalion was in rcserve, The Commonding Goncral, 85th Infentry Division cssumcd

cormard of this zonc ot 182100B Lpril,

s

o

-

initiuﬁ; f:gg ggcimcnt:‘.l Lonbat Tcom, in assembly ncar Riola (L646197), wos
rps rescrve, to b ‘ ; nly r o
Amy Cormondery » ¢ uscd by Corps only upon thec &pprovel of the

18054529’?P:‘{;{ ‘3: 8’94!‘:h- Tonk Destroyer Battolion was attached to the Division at

Dit'ision“gn 18 ‘_m.ifonpnny B, 751st Tank Bottolion wos also attached to the

Conpany B 59"t;':9;"n].r Compony B, 75l1st Tank Battalion, with onc platoon of

of the 'S;th =l i Destroycr Battrlion cttoched, was ploccd in dircot support
- Infentry ot 180820B Jpril rnd Conpany B (=), 894th Tank Dostroycr

s

.

BT
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& 887th Reginental Mq; v e S:R"slﬂl 1o moved out on the loft of
3 the Mun tionto San ‘ﬁ'e? 8) md to nssist the advenec of tho
336th along tho M ghw o mh lion, on tho right, was to eapturo Mento

3 Lundnasdo (L74784) and ilonte Sen Andro, and the 1at Battalion, on the loft

advanced to eapture ilonto Bonsara (:.mhv). The Srd Battolion was initially in
rosorvey .

Progrose was foaat at first and thore wee little roalstonces Tho 3nd
Pattalion oooupiod llonte Luninneio (L747841) vithout a shot boing fired, and the
’ 18t Dattalion by noon had ndvenccd 800 yards north of MNonte Bonsara (L73736%)e
But late in tho aftcrmnon of 18 April the enomy's rosistance stiffonods The &nd
Battnlion had eaptured Monto Torrencra (L76R358) and in advaneing to the north
be,m to mout fire from Lagune (L?78377), and fire from the Logunesllonto Grolla
(L7708408) vldpo throatenod the sueccas of the advaned, The 2nd Battalion nccords

! “\ |\4 w' “ ‘J‘
our lines, ond from there continued the advanco

!

¥

) . ingly out ovur to the cast, snd olementa of both the 8nd and Srd Bottalions®
i propared to atboek the ridge, At OBOOR the stbtack commopecd, and was inmodiately
‘ not by intonso moehine gun and rifle five, It vas epparcpt that the onomy nooat

to make the bost wac of his positions hores The attack continued, but st 0J40B

tho Bnd and Srd Battalions wore orderod to broalk contact with the enemy immodittely,
sineo o ohango in Sowndery offeeted by highur hoadquartors placed the ridge oubte
#ide tho Regimont's and Division'a Wootor,

Those Batbtalions now shifted to tho woet, and the lat Battalion, alroady
in position in tho now sone, took up tho sdveneoe at 1006008 JAprily Thoe lat
Battalion at firet moved forward in a eolwan ol conpanics down tho ridge road
towarde Lnelglio (LYE7806) until they ran into hoavy fire from houscs and
positions oocoupicd by the enemy ot La Gollina (L7623868), 400 yerds to tholr rights
o dostroy this rosistance one compoany, togothor with tanks and a plateon of
B%on anbietonk gune noved ageinat tho atrong point, =nd the other cluncnts of
the Battalion continued on to Resiglie (L787SNE), JAfter soveral dotormined «
rushos ond fighting that laetod dnto the lato aftemoon the cneny in La Collina
wag routods Bub neenwhilo tho troops advaneing on Rasiglio wore recolving fire
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m‘np" =k m’ .  Ridgos mnm choed, ond by
mpmm nd R-siglic,. The right flank of tho lst
‘Battalion wns nOW OXpos o distmoo 5, but in viow of tho-naturo
of the rosistenco it wes docidod to cortimuc tho nttack vithout weiting for this
gep to bo covorcds daas - X P .
r continuo the attack into tho

© On tho night of 19 Zpril ordors woro issucd to , _
Po Valloy, Tho 1lst cnd Srd Bottolions, 337th Infentry, supportod by & eunpmgoor -

" tonks end’a £ tenk dostroyers, wore to attack dbrocst, and to scizo Gosso
( Monto Docea (L7 » tnd the western il_opo:h:t !Io;?e m .

: 54 lg&'d co ond Roconmaissanco Pletoon was ordered to

g.

he ‘Levine Kiver Doed with all possible spood to teke Gosso

L794470) ’ : -
% 0 _di.‘ toly . into stiff rosistaonco, Tho onomy dofended
: . e ng ot Casotta (L7743

ngm?mm%n end the also hoovy fighting 8)
1y, ro wos o hoovy &3
and Monto Mocea (L783:53), but tho I end R Plotoon continucd on vhilo tho :
Battolions woro cngaged in the noighboring hills, Gesso (L794470) undofended, A
wos cpatured at 2008258 .&p_r.l.i. 5

Tho rosistance in the hills was not wiped out until tho niddle of the -
aftornoon, ond mcanwhile at noon, the 337th Infontry rocoived furthor orders, to
soizo tho high ground overlooking Casalocchio (L828471) in ordor to assist II
Corps to dobouch into the Po Valloy, cutposting o lino from Casalecchio to the

The T ~ad R Pleotoon had conw

Cormumcle Bridgo (L793484) ncross tho Lowino ldvor,
tinuod to advenco clong tho rocd to Rinlo (L810475), cond mormwhilc the 2nd

Battalion, roinforced, moved forward clong the river road, Corototo (L823472)

was clcared only eftor hccovy fighting, cnd morth of horo our troops worc hrlted

by a large volumo of light crtillery aond mortar firé ond tho fire fron solf-pro-
polled guns, s tho cdvenco oppronched Casalocchio, o berrege fron five artillery
battclions wes enlled dovm upon the town which the cnomy was still trying to hold,

In the lote afternoon the Cormunale Bridzo (L793484) had boon scized, cnd

at dark clonents of the 6th South African JArmored Division, sdvaacing on tho
right, ontored.Cusalccchio. Tho cromy wns compollcd to withdraw, ~nd by nidnight
the 2nd Bettelion hed monned the cssipgned outpost linc, During the night threo

soparato. attocks agoinst thoso positions were ropulscd.

Tith this nission completed cortain ch-nges in the disposition of tho troops
wore offectod, The 351st Infentry Regiment, 88th Infontry Division moved through
tho forward positions of the 2nd Battalion, 337th Infontry ond assumed control

of the Battalion scctor ot 210215B Jpril., The 336th moanwhilec moved up to coria
tinue tho attack into tho Po Vallcy emd the 337th Infentry passad to rosorvo,

A
Entoring tho o Valloy the lond strotchod north -in ficlds of wheet ond rico
soparatod into strips by rows of fruit trocs, Therc woro fow long vistas bocauso
of tho donscncss of tho cultivetion, but cverywhoro inmumcrsble straight roads
lod north to tho Po ond boyond, Without oxception the ronds worc firm boscd end
in tho dry socson wore fully adoquate to tho movement of the hcavicst vohicles,
8ome wore comperatively norrow, but it wns nocossary to maintcin oncewcy traffic

in only = fow towms, !

offercd wvery little hindronce to the
no athompt had been noade to flood the
had bcen blowm. 4 fow of thc conels,
confincd by stcop bonks 25 much os twonty
thc Somoggic it was nocessary to construct
The cnony

The irrigation ditchos ond ceoncls
advanco, lany of the ditches worc dry,
ficlds and ronds, oné@ very fow culvorts
and the Ponoro River, for exanplc, worc
foot high, it onc ar G placos ceross
by-passos, but tmo bridzes ccross the Ponsro were copturod intact,
failed to noke cffcctive usc of the lovcos for defonso purposos,

Valley our traops overran hundrods of proporcd

ds they cnterod the Po
Ilachinc gun positions and fire

positions, most of vhich had ncver bcen nmomned,
trcx;chos lirod tho roade, ond nany othor positions hed been placed to cover the
roed with cross fire, .bovo Highway 9 the troops overran nbandored roar installow
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(*"’i‘ Nee Ty . o
ﬂ.onl. roor cormand posts, arrunition durps, end vmrohousos, Jlong tho roods
ﬂmrc'-wro neny - cnony vohiclos, somo of thom dostrayed by tho Gormans, othors by
pony undenagode ! 1

us, cnd porhcps o8
ony ves rotrocting in oxtromo hasto to provent
our

It e o ront thet tho oo
boing trapped mth of tho Po. As ovidonco of tho hesto of tho rotroot,
£iold kitehons vhors food was still cooking anéd bakerics vhoere tho

troops found
froshly mado broad was etill warns
Bo on 20 ipril tho énomy hnd takon to tho ronds in opon doylight in
dofionco of our Jir.Forcos Ho ocontinucd to crowd tho rords ot nighty but his
situntion was now 80 dosporcto = particularly in viow of the lack of bridges
coross tho Po = that nany of his units sbendoned thoir usucl procoutions, Within
tho Division soctor this did not turn out to bo a fntal dooision, /s our troops
thet tho cnomy had boon harcesod

advancod thoy found. conmparctivoly 1ittle ovidonco
or disorgenizod by atteck from tho air,
ts orgenizetion foll

Driven fiom his dofonsos in tho Appornines tho onomy
into confusion, THo cnomy wns routed and no such thing as ¢ cohoront ordoer of
bnttlo cxisted, Hore ond thoro o wnit attomptod to orgonizo tnd hold positions
briofly, lMombers of the 194th Engincor Battelion vioro hastily thrown in os
infontry to orgénizo o deloying action, Atteckod bofore thoy could fully ooqupy
thoir positions, thoy woro irmmodictoly put to flight, Supply cnd anti-nireraft
units wore dravm on to form en Alarm Compeny to support rormants of tho 94th’
Division, but thoy woro cble to offor hardly nore then negligiblo rcsistrncos
Othor troops, pulled out of tho rotreat to cstablish dolaying positions, wore
captured boforo thoy could dig in, Fron tho beginning of tho sdvenco through tho
Valloy, prisonors vore trkon by tho mmdrods onch daye

Tho attack booamc o rocos Tanks ond rocoz_m:-.iuun'eo olononts wero sorconing
tho cdvanco, cnd the pockots of tho orcny thet wore ovorrun by the cdvanco 0lo=
ponts woro ordincrily cleanod out by infantry, sonctinmos with ernored supporte
Partisan groups clconod out athors, Lrtillcry support bocomo loss end loss

rtont, But in ordor to koop up with the infantry the artillery was kopt on
tho movo night end doy, Fortunatoly, tho displaconent of guns in tho lecvel
country wes ¢ relctively casy nattor, But in viow of tho spood of tho odvonco
it wns ofton nccosscry to locp-frog batterios in order to insuro tho infontry of

artillory support,

As tho advanco progrosscd through tho valloy the meintencnce of supplios
w08 made of tho availeblo

boecmo incrocsingly difficult, Every possiblc usc
trensportation but at tinos this was not anough, Supply dumps Wero sot up o8
far forward cs possiblo, but ofton thoy woro no sconcr gstcblishod than tho
infontry hed loft thom nony niles bobind, Tho more cumbersome Army dunps, fron
vhich wo drew our supplics, woro often veory for bohind, and this added to the
::;:i.; u[lagn the trr.nspor;ation facilitics, In.ordor-to maintain o continuous
ply, large rcsorves of go o 2 ¥
Hvuten ngrtcmnstcr. gosoline ond rations were kept well forward by tho

oted spocicl problons, JAde
o2 hundred prison=

L&

~ Tho eopture of large nunmbers of prisonors cre
::.:co ;toncnts on scvoral occasions copturcd groups of morc thon
. wns nocossary to ovacunte theoso immedintely, somctinios by narching, but
::‘O::;‘lilly trucks viore rcquired, Vhon thousands 1:0::-’; collactod, zt wos naggsa:r'y
Prisomrogi‘r?g wvchiclo that nigh? be found on the rosd to move thenm bock to tho
'buildi:n"a g t:‘ gagfs. In s‘or:.o ‘mstmccs Partisans collocted tho prisoncrs in
g .S: r y;.r_s end gusrded then until the Division found meons to cvncunto
onc «usc was ncde of copturcd oncmy veohiclcsg

cmnscgti\ms.also oftcxl difficult to mrintain commnicotions as the advanco ine

thc”a"d o:; :‘.i\iditx. {mdio cormmicetion beeanc inereasingly inmportant, -~nd with
z cla C sdo r the i ir -—

g y s '\:c,ona this ncde up for tho occasional gaps in wire corrumie

Infmtor; ::Otf‘l.ftcl;!\*\}‘zon of 20 ._‘.pril ordors werce issucd recormitting the 338th

Highway 8 mﬂu Lo ”O}E" thc_Dlv:.sion zonc, vith tht assignod mission of cutting

s (L7800 soizing tho linc of the Sorwoggin River fron Son Giacomo dol Hartie
3) to Ponto Scmogpic (L733566), Two battalions took up tho assualt

w 6 =
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loft, The 2nd Battelion, in

Tho 85th lLoceonneissanco Troop procodod tho advorcoe
hrough irsiglio %L'rsuoz cnd node o tonporery
1792484)s Thon the ¢ompnnics
The ndvencc wont rapidly ond

cir individual objoctivess
ast hills into the Po Valloy end over tho 1lest

m‘ﬂzﬁ'ﬁ troops ronched Highmmy 9 cnd crossed it without intorforcncos
The 85th itcconncissonce Troop, howovor, ren into a fight at L788644, bolow Ce
I'nsotti whoro conony SP guns cnd nmortars woro still firing. The ongagenent lastod
throo hours, mud tho cney rosistance wes wiped out only nftor infontry olonents
hed out-flanked tho onony positions. Boforc noon 21 Jpril, K Company hed edvenced
neerly throo kilonutors north of Highway 9 (to 1788567), ond I Company, though
rocciving sporadic SP cnd mortar firo, had socurcd o bridgohond ncross tho Samoggia
cennl ot L76669%e Sonc prisonors woro tekon in this areq, but thosc worc moroly
rorments floeing fion thoe broakthrough nbove Bologno ond gonerally ineapcblo of
orgenizod fightinge L Compeny, howover, a8 not by ¢ snall countorattack cs it
adveneod through theso plains, but this was guickly ropelled and tho andvance:

continucds : :

lNomvhile the lat Battelion, noving forverd through Casa Vizzcono (L767404) 4
sot out for the Po Velloy townrds dark on 20 Lpril, ond by 05008 noxt morning it
had cut Highvmy 9 end ostablishod o bridgehced ot Anzole 211" Bilin (L772646)e

initielly, the srd on tho right ond the 1st on tho
rcaorvo, followed tho Sr:, r
Tho 3rd Battclion noved forwn :
lh:p poforc nmidnight 20 Lpril et Levina ¢i Sopra

bogon to nove towarcs th
Across tho 1

At 2106008 April tho lst Pletoon, Canpeny B, 894th Tonk Dostroyor Battelion
was dotechod fron Coupeny B, 7518t Tonk Battalion, rovorting to paront unit con=
trol, and tho tenk end Sonk dastroyer comprmics wers nttached o the 338th

Infantrys -4 i
Tho lst Bottolion, 338th Infantry pushod chond in o colum of compenios, tho
troops of B, the lcading Conpany, riding on tonks, loving forwerd in the oftor-
noon of 21 Jpril to tho vicinity of Scnto Agate Bolognoso (L728677), thoy found
tho tovm nbandoned, tho last cnemy hrving rotreotod tho night beforo, Marching
fron horo throughout the night tho Bottrlion rocchod tho south bonks of tho
Panaro Rivor north of Borporto (L658753) boforo dava 22 April, cnd found thot tho

north bank was alroady occupied by fricndly troopss

Tho 2nd Battelion had clso boon corzitted on the oarly norning of 21 April,
attacking on tht right of tho 3rd, Marching in & coluwm of conpanics through
Gosso (L794470), it cssombled briofly at L786490, noar Son Ponorazic, to piok
up woapons, At 2102008 April it took up tho attack, cdveneing in a eolum of
conpanios with nnchine gun end mortar abtachmontse Advanoing morth of Tonbo :
(L796523) oftor dawam 21 April it continued on %o FB00565 whoro its londing olo=
ponts woro pimned dowvm by small arms fire fron o mmbor of housos to tho fronte
Tho onony was firing fronm housos whieh ho had fortific? cnd from dug-in cmplaco=
nonts, This rosistanco was oveorcome with tho holp of 57y anti-tenk guns and
Tank Dostroyors, North of Highway 9, at 1798562, cast of C. Mcssottl, clononts
of tho Battalion also rocoived cbout 100 rounds of light artillory firc within en
hour, but tho advence was continucd without cnoountoring any furthor scrious
opposition until 2112308 April, when tno Battnlion wea orderod to halt to pormit
tho passago of ‘clemaents of tho 88th Infentry Division through tho Battalion zonoe

3\t 202400p April tho 539th Infantry had boon attachod to the lst Armored
Division, at that tinc rdvencing down tho Seroggin livor Valloy on tho laft of
the 10th Mountain' Division. Closing in the vicinity of Cosacein (L693:06) nnd
Polozza (L677389) ot 210530B april tho Rogiment was plecod in roserve for tho
lst A_morod Division, Tho lst Battalion, howovor, vms nlortod for irmcdiote uso
in protocting tho lst Amwored Division's loft flopk, ond nmoving to tho high
ground yost of tho Torronto Ghiaictta (L6521) it took ovor a rosd block on tho
!r'::g ::;:;;ogén:: t(:11:236-202)\. At 211200B JApril the 389th Infantry was rolicved
s¥eced ey o N"gz'umorod Division, rovorted to Divisjon control, and s

At 2121008 April Company B, 75lst.Tonk Battolion wm
_ ; atta 8 detachod from tho 338th
gﬁg‘m&m& attnchod to tho 337th, At the scrio tino tho lst Platoon, Battoty J,
751'.': :.'L'\r:kAB 2:‘!7:&110:: (82) was attnchod to tho 337th Infontry mnd Company J,

(4
B fRsav, nttelion wne attachod to tho Division ond sub-nttached to the 337th
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ny ' L tha BATHN
On 20 Aprl) Whe BEEWA fnPartiy had panaed §0 POROFYVE, n_“. :
4 threuch ta eantinie the athnoly AS AROGOOD Aprid the

tnfantry, oturdaod, prewes WRRONCS TR SREEAC gy Tnraney nd abbachid te

Tpoap Vi dotaah
:ﬁ:\ﬂﬁ:"?&'ﬁ:ﬁgg Oy {m B, 004¢h Tank Depbroyer Batbadion vaa detaehed £ron
the 888N and attaahed \%u %\w BETL Infanuiy,
sonfyalon of Yhe anory'a evganirnbion haaanae

o aonbinwed the
hwrnu‘i‘l.\ 23"932’53.'23. APVaP She Wreaiithrough dn Sho Agl\m\h\u wany of ¥ho
oneny U\lgl gantborad An anall psupe wrying o vonah he Pes Mo widbs hoonno
inwwrmingiad os Mo hurdss 0 005, S e P aty Diviotone ond
Bbh, Sho V14¢h. ‘iha RaERd, &0
new Sakm faen v o Diviaion ne wed) an frem Loumernhle sorvies Wnkbee

PO Panser dranadiee b
. She nhaat of an amy in Faght

WOre ROW Advaneing Ehreugh

fhousanda of Uho Gresps Were urappeds  Oub offy hapnased by Porulaang,
ofton With orderu mevely 10 gub vo Yorena, Andividuaily confuaed, many af thom
guielly gove thenseives ups Othura wtul‘ix AU up belen voRlatinnes, In ondy A
vory oW plneos Wil Who eneny e nake any e amiined offart o reaket ov dolay Wb
(L788698) She night

o S874h Reginental Gorbat Toan aasarblod nopr Budrio
of 0} Aprid :mwra to meva Ahond Shrough the 830%h b Shat Sino sone Wty
pilen diatant by ronds Tho Ati=Tank and Gannen cmtm\hl Wwore m\mdon. and

Whoir prine nevors and the oPgenLe bruaks vore wanil 40 materine Bnd and 8w

Pattadionas  oese Battalions vere prgAnl sl an waslt Mroos, vroinfatand hy i
banke, bank doatraysirs, gm:hmn and the 06U Resmmalaannes Tvoops i |

fho Srd Battndieny 38700 Infanbry pagsod dhrough the Brd Dabtn)ion, S86%H

tnfantry ob BROPOOD Aprdd, My Nonded fop Whe Onwonento Bridge L7801), vhieh L%
wai ordorad to onplure ln‘«“ £ posniblo)s Tho And Bavbalian o‘nltho hﬁ.
ab Bobiyniion

Tovod oub b0 oross She Prnare % Uhe wont of Oanponanto, e
(minun @ Oonpan )y starting onh on Mook, wad, ‘rupnwd 1o oXblodt the Flrsb erdens
ing offontody Bonpany 0 wie novorisod and ne np nn nobile Maghinantn) Posrve,

fho Pancre Miver dofonson vero oxtonsivd, sad the rivor Aaodf
shrough atoop banka, ves o fomidable obabaedo, Tho atone bridpe ab 6
was ablll dpbaod, and Lbe eapburo was Liporbanty

L]
As olonbnun of the Resonnadssanoy Troaps and a plateon of X Qonpany
|Rpmnohud bho bridre aY RRIO0OD Aprdl they vore neb by huavy fire fron narth of :
the rtw;‘.‘ and danedietoly the enony sent mon forined a0t off the donnlition
ohargoe Whioh hnd boon plaood on Vhe bridgos Our troops drave Wono baek, and A
ponsoomnlanionad affieor of the B108h Baglnear Paturdion thon swan bho rver d

out the wirea to the ehnrgons

e fiant for the bridge boeane inbenass ™o re mindor of X Qonpany had
NOW AORO Up, ANd A group of #\ppl‘-m\nt\hol{ platedn sbrongth myan the piver and
abtained an Anaoours festhold on tho north banks Pron bulldings in the village
the onumy woe mv firing 40mn anbhendvoraft gung and Aght arsillery al our
infantry, and’ Thgor Tonka and sovoral solfspropoliod puns wove firing againet
our bankies I Ouoany meved over e abbaek the dofendors anab of tho bridpe bub
mode 140000 hoadway npaineb tntenso naehine gun md riflo firos

¥ |

flowin
m\\\mm\%o

Mo Mght continned dnta bhe afbernoan, o

. pon, ond tho vaony was abiil holding
subs  Ib wan Leter lommed that the 10UTEh Bueurity patbalion had boon sent Jdowm
fron the vielnity of Baloga to veinfores the traepu defonding this brddeg

Tho deetadon yan naw nAde 49 sutfisnkt tho eneny fran the veab, o e

mm\g h\n% wihioh had Ponehud tha Panaro ab 11000 nl‘hu?: Poppng wp nn:nn'n\ "
_ vm{‘ m‘ of rosd abanen, orosaed the rivor an the Borperta Brldge \\.‘mwwr\ ong of
0:‘\: 1mn:{ wie Jmoeked auu by bamaeka Mre In o brief fipht, Wb the advanes
h‘r ‘:; n\|"'m: I‘_tur}nwhun, About ono hundrad of the enoy defaniing she Ounpoaantie
\'ﬁhn“(’l\\ nahot :\ phrong eountoratiinel againat the WPt fiad of the Aattndion,
e 2 was rapudaod, vibh tho help of nerbar And arbillory five the Omnesante

g0 wna saptared Intaet, ; |

; n» A mw
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b woe m} ordored b advenee bo She Po with all p::l\\o 3;«.

Lol plocesy  The 3nd Pattalion on tho
all bome e oesuplud BIESERS 0 el ignight, driving tato the nidet

5
\ b @
L OO

bypaseing
Bad on tho lofty poth netoriedy noved

OvoRMMBIAE Many dbandoned inutelintions and elos thoy bys
SE Ehme TS :\ﬁm ovon belore Light seno ineietod on giving thonselves

passed mni the ooy
upe  alber :n Yoy Wory langer and Lopger houlss

€ B3104EB 1 the londing clonente b $rd Dattelion Task Foree

had t‘uhthiﬁ tho bonk of the ve abave mn‘mm&;wmn Bleents of the 2nd

ttalion renohed the Po b \ ARQ & cofuhse Line v sot wp betwoon Ghleviea

FO3807R), north W Revere (FPA10) ond west o Brede (Fe15120), dome reslsbance
ping Rovore end Prove QL Govlane nmwg. but lavge

whs oncountored in elea
nabers of bhe Shw) surrondered wWithout resietings h the e od fron
. LI \mmmumwnmun‘::. The

Lo the J35%R Ripimontal Cosbet Toeh o 21 and 22 April had moved

Neanwhi
w the Po Velluy, feliewk umuwmmmmm w
SRR R T b R PR RAT R etes L
Ba 9 AR e hed

J30kn Infentey wos mﬁt m::tu\n

Bridge (LPed)) NN‘M\Q i : 0
ApEdl, VAh ordure b seite Bhe B mwmm«-mm‘gm

b 2211308
:m a potitet of the uheny ot Selare 1900708),  Dut vhon Solard ves rorehod
oncRy hed alrcady book b %o DALENG and L% ves donmed shet unn of the' S3Tth
Tafantey hed seewplad antive villege of to,  The S Battalion, 33o%h
afontey ve o Rerlintel edn & Sorily
During the of B3 aprld of the $58eh InPantry eressed
nu‘a v:::n(u ) A, hdﬁutlp\u Sl h\\m\\a& &nﬁt ‘“:.‘ﬁ‘:“'
roRdola LeeeR), oon M‘ 5 andiye
'um. whtored m«m ct

the viliage freoe of the'enaiys Thon, voving torerde Mirandola | ) o sole
Wat tow, troops of the Bottelicn HOt Up WiTh & ualt of W flet Recomnnizsencd
troop, toposed of five ke od Bhroe wotat aes, (Meke SUERARALE oXPrOREd the
QesiEe ®o attaeh his wait W e 318 Bettalion, Tie vas sErARged, G & platoea
of L Goupany MOuURERY b benke, M OERCE tROCHE vere losded on the Battalion Jeope
ard trucke, irendela had already deoh oecadled By feiondly trodpe, ond e
Battalion, wiv esnpletely sotorieed, Wes drdered B ewpre Ponglo h«b (FR)e
Moo kilonetors Saubh of the village the sdvenee Clenchts halted Whon & GO

of Ghony W Eoeh W B ranning Roverd Beontred sositisne along the wodads

af SUP Broops propamd b vttaek, snd bolare & shot was fived, ow of the onony

athod shd offeicd B surrender hie ontive chowp of fortyy e adwnes
atoon Thon proceeted on oot Ante Papgle Rired, thd efter & delel sxirish
captured 180 prissnore ond thvee vohlelesy Other clonwnts »f the Battalieon Qew’
ayed sl eaptured 68 Gurnane fron & Roarty supsly wnit,  Ihis area eletned Wy
o Pattalion =Oveheed inte Rewvere (EPR11), ond deoupied o Mwe along the Po W
Rhe ROPUA SR wosly oad drepered W erele e Yo

fhe Snd Bottalion, 388th Inbontey Wad sosniile elcaned out sther wllnges
Ryspaated By W lucding thoops = Covetto (LESRE), San Powsicenis (Le2eest),
and ¢ e (BA188)4  Dn the cdily cvening P B8 Jnrl) notorited patrols of
Battalion had rerehed Quistelle \'N&\\ﬂ. whloh hed alveday been seeupied by
clenents of the S37th Dnfentryy  The Lt Battelion, tnltielly IR vesorwe, had
MOvRd U o the loftt o Wwe S Battalion durias the altemsedy ;md adverend W
e bonke of the PO Bohing & soredning fowred, By 2320008 April e 1st Battalion
Red bakon over dofensive positions slowmz the south of the Do fewn clesonts of B
SXTWR Intantey,

The S30AR Dnfentey wes ovdered mab b dvesy e plecr ot this tine, axl
AN NELY throwh the nipht wad the Cay O BN QoL AR wad icfly secupive Ih
RAROLEBG doree Roupe of pRisadene whe et FLOTKING i Dr 23 houre aix offiecre

B B
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: On Whe REGRE of 2N/8¢ Jovil the S8tk afvatey Dicieion,
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1iovod tho olononts of tho 337th Infantry on the south hanks of tho Po
71 cnd G Enatings, cnd was in turn relieved by elements of the 86th
406008 April, The boundnry between II ond IV Corps now followed
for as the 20th Northing, A% that point it tumei in n northe
to Vilimpente (F6621), then north through Sorgn [ F6329) ond

Infontyy T
between the
Division at 2
the 68 Easting as
westerly direction
Erbe (FC232)e

The relief of the elements of the 337th Infentry in this sector permitted

them to move to the Quingentole (F6709) orea to join the remninder ¢f the Regiment
then prepering to cross the Po. About the some timo the 335th Infor try begen
to Move up to Quingentole, nsserbling in proparation to cross the Pu after the

338the :
The 337th Infentry now preparod to oross the Po s quickly cs possiblo in
order to oxploit the confusien of tho enemy orpcnizotion, It was known that the
enemy hrd propered clobornte defenses north of tho Po, and it wns supposed that

he would moko some use of them, . But the atteck was to be mede quickly that they

might not be fully manned,

There were ne bridges across tho Po in tho Division sector, The river,
cbout three hundred foot wide, ran in a swift curront botwoen wide sandy benchos
north of Quingentole and on the north bonk low bluffs rose from the ‘boach, Bridge
equipment originally assigned to the Division was at tho last momont transferred
to the division on the left. It was accordingly nocessary to cross all tho combat
oloments of tho Division oxcopt the medium artillery on four Infontry Support
Rafts, threo rafts improvisod by tho 310th Engincor Battalion, DUKW's and assault -
boats, The modium artillory, the supporting crmor, cnd lator many of the supplios,
wero brought over ncross tho bridgo at Son Bencdotto Po (F5810), in tho soctor

of the division on tho loft,

Early on the morning of 24 April tho companics of tho 337th Infontry moved
into positions on the benchess The attack began at 0830B, eftor mortars had
1aid dovm o smoke barrogo on tho north bank and oftor a 15 minuto artillory pro=-
poaration by ninoty-six gunse Scventy loaded cascult boats pushed into tho river,
and ot 0844B the first wave hit tho north borche No rotolictory firc wos ro=
coived, ‘Tho first troops quickly pushed chocd, =nd mesnvhilo tho second wave
had crossod, londing at 08008, The bridgchond wias socured without firing o shot,
Tho Po River dofonses in tho Division soctor were completely unminnods

As othor units erossed lcter a fow onomy plmcs rttomptod to interforo
with the erossing, but without perticular succoesss 4 )

Aftor tho 337th Infentry hed passod through the 338th corly in tho morning
of 22 April, tho 338th nssemblod briofly in srocs south of tho Penaro Rivor rnd
noar Composanto (L7381) whore oloments of tho 3rd Battalion sot up a guards Tho
noxt doy tho Repiment moved to cssombly croas vost of Mirandola (L6892), rbout 19
kilomotors south of tho Po, Tho morning of 24 April tho units of. tho Rogimont
movod by motor end on foot to assombly areas oast of Quistollo {F6206) and érossed
the Po lotor in tho day from the boaches clroady used by tho 337th Infontrys No
bridges had yot beon constructed in the Division soctor, ond tho  troops woro
carricd across by assault bocts, small motor lounches and DUKW'se

Tho vehiclos of tho Rogimont woro carriod over by tho fow rafts ovailablo,
during tho day cnd night of 24/25 April,

Tho 339th-Rogimental Combat Toom, now with Company A, 751lat Tank Battalion
ond Company B, 894th Tank Dostroyor Brttalion attached, was moonvhile gotting ready
to oross tho Po oarly on 26 April, Tho 339th wos propsred to operato in the lof't
scctor of the Division zono nftor pnssing through olomonts of tho 337th Infontry
holding o lino obout two miles north of the rivor, Tho Intelligenco and ° '
Roconnnissonce Platoon and tho. Anti=Tonk ond Crnnon Componios moved first, crossing
on rafts ot 2503008 April, Thoso clemonts pushod chond to roconnoitor tho roade
not in advenco of tho Battnlions and to roport the lacation of any groups of onohy
rosistenco, At 0500B the Battnlions began to cross the river in DUKW's, tho 2nd,
1st and 3rd Bottolions moving ncross in that ofdor, By noon tho passago of tho
lincs of tho 337th Infentry had boon comploted; cnd tho 339th wins roady to tako
up tho andvanco, tho 2nd Battnlion on tho right, tho lst on tho loft, and tho Srd,
in rosorvo, following tho lst,
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It soon boormo npperont that thero was to b6 vory little rosistoncc to
thoir advenco. ~Tho cssoult Bottalions woro nccordingly motorizod to tho fullest
oxtont possiblo, snd forwerd roconnaissnhce ics mode by joops mounting machine
guns. Tho 2nd Battclion wns unopposcd wntil it roached a'point about a kilo=
motor wost of Fopncno (F6034) whorc the sdvence clements tioro firod on by cuto=-

matic woopons in positions in that villoge, Anti-tenk guns wore brought up to
On the loft tho 1lst Battalion had

countor this, cmd tho oncmy withdrow quicklys

soizod Gozzo (F563266) on Highway 10, locding northocst from Mantua, cnd moving
through Castolbolforto (F562296) it cdvenced two miles farther north boforo
sotting up dofonsivo positions proparctory to holting for the night,

Passing throuph olamonts of the 337th Infentry, whom thoy now reliovad,
two Battalions of the 338th continucd their cdvanco on Verona to tho right of tho
3%9th, Tho 2nd Battelion, on the right, moving pcst Sustinonto (F6513) medo
contact with tho 537th Infentry aftor o fivo-hour march at 2420008 April oost of

Nosodolo (FE34186), Pushing on through thoso troops, tho 2nd Bettalion mot no
ta (F6721), Tho routo of tho Regimeni's

rosistanco and quiclkly clearcd Vilimpon ]
ndvaneo wos rocomnoitorod by tho 85th Recomnrissanco Troop, now undor Division
control, Noar Vilimpentn tho men halted to rost for tho romaindor of tho night,

On tho loft the 1sb Batbalion advencod from Molimcllo (F626196) ot 1300B,

and sot up dofonsive positions wost of Vilimpenta, The 3rd Battrlion wes in
Rogimental reservo, cnd followod tho sdvance of thec londing bettalions in stogos,

- On 25 April tho 338th Inf-ntry cttheked with tho following units attachod:
tho 1st Plotoon, Battery A, 106th AAA, AW Battclion (SP), Company B, 761st Tank
Battalion, nnd ono plctoon, Comparny B, 894th Tank Destroyer Bntialion, Compony
A, 751t Tonk Bottelion and Compeny B (minus ono platoon), 894th Tank Dostroyor,

E Battalion wore now esttachcd to the 339th Infentry.

Tho advanco of tho 338th Infentry continucd te mect only the slightest ro=-
gistonco, Tho lst Bottalion, starting out in the carly aftornoonm, sont motorizod
patrols chond, end tho remaining’ troops worc shuttlod forwnrd by tho Brottalion's
¥ohiclos, Cestol DVArio (FE226), Erbo (F62352), nd Trovenzuolo (F5935) vwore
quickly scizod, From Trcvonzuolo, emtorod os the Partisans woro cloaning out the

last Gornans, tho lst Bottalion merched to on croc south of Vigasio (Fs020)
whoro dofonsive positions woro sot up cnd the Bettolion stmyod the nights Tho

2nd Battolion hod moanwhilo moved sheed in o similorly uncventful cdvence, and
also passing through Brbo (F6282) occupicd Vigasio (F6040)e The 3rd Battolion
hnd now assomblod ncar Scbbioni (F601303). -

Tho continucd failure of the cnemy to offor rosistonce north of tho Po
soomod nlmost incrodiblo, Tho advancing units werc still toking prisohcrs,
though not in such large numbors cs in the southorn part of tho Valley, but still
tho scattored rommants of innumorablo orgmizctiors., Roports obteined from those
indiontod that the onomy hed ne intontion of dofonding cithor Vorona or thoe Adigo
River Lino, md that tho olcboratc dcfémses north of Veroma would possibly mot bo
monnod ot all, Whilo many of those prisonors worc flocing towards Veroma, accords
ing to thoir ordors, sevoral roportod the belief that the Gorman forccs would
offor no furthor organizod rosistomcoe until tho Jlps thomsclvos worc ronchods

Vorona now wns only thirtoon kilomotors distent from our forward positions,
Any numbor of food socondery rocds lod & Verona, mnd, ns it wes to tum out,
thore wos no considérablo number of domelitions or road blocks to hinder the
advonco on tho city. Tho single important hindrance would be the lack of bridges
ceross tho sAdige both within Vorona and on cithor sido,

North of tho Po, mony of the towns snd villogoes had contoinod groups of tho
encmy only & fow hours bofore wo roached then, "Host of tho troops flcd as wo
como noaror, ond others, tordy in their roétrost, wore froguently Sngaged by
Partisons who killed or capturcd thom or put them to flight, Consoguently, mmy
placos whore thore was roason £ coxpect resistouco by the onemy wore omtered and
fownd abondonod, At somo points, however, Gornon troops, cpperontly unwilling to
risk furthor rotroat through country infostod by Partisons, writed until our

arrivel in ordor to give thomsolvos up,
s - 1l -
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vohiclos woro brought aeross
t-boo cnd clso eloared roilrocd bridgo
n-nl. gy oa:thm ‘reps ot oithor ond to ficilitate

sot up two css
roils and built X
:.‘:." mmtﬂo‘% 1st end 2nd meemup ons passod through tho city and into tho
hills to tho north, cutting tho Adigo Lino which, as hod boon roportoed, vios
unmannod, Tho lst Bottalion, mooting scattored smll crms :fire, advonecd somo
fivo milos to tho vieinity of Noscnto (F685585), cmd ostcblished rond blocks

-at Compngnola (F685574) nnd Vondri (F685598). Tho 2nd Bottnlion, cdveneing
e it t:ll_md))lod in the vicinity of Ville Loowe (F657579). Patrols

Vi X
::::h l:t :or:.:;d during tho night in o vain offort to ostablish contact with
cnamy forcos, Tho 3rd Bottalion csscmblced just northenst of Verone at F679553,

At 2606008 .pril the 339th Rogimcntal caul;:tintnu, s thorlgr:t:{itho
338th, clso od off for Verona, moving forw: & column of Be ons,
Tho l;tcacttnjmn, lording tho ndvenco, was supported by oll tho armorcd olomonts
cttachod to the Rogimont, No resistonce wns oncountorod, By 0815B forward ‘
oloments hnd tdvenced into tho southorn part of the city in tho vieinity of
tho railroad marshelling yords, end hed cut Highw~ys 62 md 11 locding into
Yorona from the southwest omd wost, .. g

At this time tho olomonts of the 10th lMountain Division cnd the 88th
Infentry Division clroady occupying tho eity woroe ordored to move wost rmd ocst,
rospoctivoly, from Vorona, cnd tho 33%th Rogiment-l Combot To-m prgperod. to
oross tho .idigo Rivor running through the contor of the eity, and to movo north
to dotormine if tho cnomy whs occupying tho idige Linoc. Although nll tho
bridges ccross tho river had boon dostroyod, oithor by our own sorinl bombord-
ment or the domolitions of tho Gormans, tho lst Battelion wos oblo to improviso
o foot erossing ovor tho piors and rubblo romnins of oro bridgo with tho ‘holp
of ladders, doors cnd ropes. By :625B the ontiro Battalion hed crosscd over
" ond hed bogun tho advanco into the hills north of tho city, Voonwhile, tho
Intelligonco cnd Reconnaisssnco Plotoon had discovorod o small forry acbout
six milos wost of Vorona, ot Sottimo (F582583), ~nd this wns uscd to carry
inti-Tonk guns ond smell vohiclos across the rivor where thoy hed oasy access
to Highway 12, lcoading into Verona from tho nortlnost, The 3rd Battalion sct

up road blocks to protoct this crossing.

Tho 1st Bottalion wns now orderod to move into tho {dige Lino positions
if they wore unoccupicd, and to sond prtrols to tho north to maintein contact
witht he onemy. The clrborste nbondoned positions were quickly occupiecd during
tho night o_r 26/27 April, snd by 270315 4pril the 1st Battolion had socured
Monto Mozzono (F6561), 412 motcrs high, ond tho 2nd Battalion wos noving up
bohind the lst, The 3rd Bottalion hed meonwhile closcd in the northwostern

soction of Veronsa,

Whilc there was no I‘ighting, pPrisoners wore still boing captured in great
nunmbers, On 26-27 april tho Division captured priconcrs I‘ro::. tho 65th, 94%}1,
148th, 155th, 278th, 305th, 334th, 362, ond the Brondenburg Infentry Divisions;
tho 26th Poanzor Division; the 8th Mountain Division; nnd tho 1lst and 4th Poro-
chuto Divisions, Forcecs from evorywhore in Italy were convorging in flight to-

werds tho Bronner Pass,

brttnlgthor gri.soncrs vicro to.kon I‘rom_a groot vorioty of units - cssault
4 -tthl ons, alam componics, trueck componios, onti-aircreft battalions, tonk
attalions, bridgo compcnios, scbotfgo wunits, and lsbor battaions. Troops of
ﬁy lubjoc.:t nation:‘.l:'_Ltioa wore roprosontod - Czochs, Yugo-Sleovs, Turks, Polos
mr:;:g:;ﬂ;l:;nimi, ..u::tricnn.nnd Italions. Officcrs of Czoch Leber Boattaliong
S bot:mo'v“ cnd thoir wnits, and 9ffored to fight ngainst the Gormens,
Y1 ns, or urgfmizod in tho mountains north of Vorona than in the Po

'440¥, eontinuod to “urn ovor to tho Division tho pr' onors thoy had capturod,
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~ 11 Gombat Term romcine ,‘msib positions for S
: v':;:?rc sent forther

Tho 339th Rs 4.
~nd during this timc pcfrols
the romnindor of the nonf;\.c"x ony pagitiofls thet might yot be hold by tho

e« fnﬁgzrzgafz};i?:cé:wrizoc‘ +ask forec, consisting of .. Compeny, ono
or;c:!:{;n of 4 c:;:.vpnny, 7518t Tenk Battalion, cnd eno plotoon of tho BS‘Fh
gc‘conz:"isss;:co Troop ndvenced beyond Erbezzo (F685765) only to find t‘mtrth
the last cnomy in thet crea had alroady rotrocted still farthor to tho no =
On 29 .pril troops of tho 3rd Battrlion wero gont to gusrd o radio station
: c —aich hrd boen turned over to tho Division

astelberto (F680852)
s i st mis mountain, 1751 motors high, merked the point of tho

Pe S™nSe
?:ﬁst :givmco north ir this scctor by clements of the Division.
Durin roocindor of tho month the 538th Infontry neintaincd on
BL chos to ¥erona. A roand block

. are vo positions blocking spproc
;-r: 33"35"‘331:'4;1;? 11, to tho onst, at Son Micholo (F690534), and due
n;rth of Scn I'icheclo cné other rocd blocks 1:0ro ostcolished to the north‘

{F638560), Nosonte (FE85585), wnd Vondri

rthwost - nt Costol lontorie
?;{6182298). Theso postions wore hold by troops of the 3rd Battalion. Tho

1st ond 2nd Bettalions occupicd dofensivo positions from Grozzono (Fs73634)
to Ghotto (F615588) (on Eiglwmy 12). Leng-ronge foot ond motor patrols wore
sont to tho north as far as tho 70th Horthing ond gunrds were placed aver
soveral capturcd cnomy supply durps en2 instzllrtions, but no contact was

! “Strogglers cnd dosorters continmed to como im, and

do with the omopy: t
?‘nnrbismc truqucntl; reported the presonce or movenont of cnomy troops, but

sthorwiso tho period passcd gquictly. .

On 27-28 .pril thc 2nd Battalion, 337tk Imfentry patrolled tho stroots’
of Vorons, cs o protoctive garrison end te scourc the south benk of tho Jdige
River. During thoe romcinder of tho month the Rogimont romnined in the south-

crn outskirts of the city.

On 27 .pril, Company A B4th Chomicsl Tlecp.ns Battalion was plcooed in
support of tho division,

At 271800B .pril tho lst Plotoon, Bottory ., 105th JAd AW Bottolion (SP)
was detachod: fron tho Division and revertod to tho control of the paront unit,

At 280800B .pril the Division was dotcched from IV Corps cnd reverted

to Fifth Lrmy control,
it 290800B [pril Componics i ond B, 7518t Tank Battsolion were relicwved
from attochmont to the Division ond were attachod to the Leognano Group.

At 3012008 .pril tho Division wos Telecsod to II Corps control, ond
proparcd to movo north of Vicenze for o rosumption of the offunsive in tho
Piavo River Velloy. ..t 3018008 [pril the 337th Rogimentel Combot Toom bogm
moving -into arcos west of Viconza, The 539th Rogimontal Combrt Toom wms
algo alorted for movement to. this arca, end in properation for this move the
338th Infantry bogan the roliof of clements of tho 339th. Tho lst Batbtalion,
338th Infentry completed tho roliof of the lat Battalion, 339th at 302115E
Lpril, ond ot this tiac tho cormond of the 339th scetor possod to the
Commanding Officor, 538th Infantry, rnd tho 339th Rogirontel Combat Toem
assenblod in proporation for tho move ccost, The 338th contifucd to defond

its own and tho formor 339th scctors.

During tho poriod 1 officer and 30 onlistod men were killed in aetion;
7 officors cnd 127' enlistod worc wounded in netion; ond 4 onlistod men woro

roportod missing in nction,

On 30 April tho offoctivo strongth of tho Division cmountod to 874
officors, 40 warrent officors, ond 14,439 onlisted mon.

By noon 1 liay 8563 prisonors copturcd by tho Division sassed through
tho Division Coge, 94 prisonors oapturcd by 3{":h{: 1st Amored Division slso
pnssod through this cogo. In addition, 300 prisonors token by tho Division
woro ovacuatod through tho eage of the 10th lountain Divi sion, and 926 worce
ovacuntod diroetly to tho Fifth irmy Crgo, 163 prisonors woro eaptured in
tho Gorman hospitel ot Quistollo (F624065). In cll tho Division \ms roe
sponsiblo for tho copturo of 9952 prisoncrs during tho poried,
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Sinco 18 4pril tho Division had cdvenced epproximatoly’ ‘ninoty.oig.ht
milos moasured by tho rmap.

i p
. o £ . 7 -
: TEE 5. GuRO,
Brigadier CGonercl, U. 8. Lmy,
_ Cormonding.
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HEADQUARTERS 86TH INFANTRY DIVISION

AP.O. 85, U. 8. Army, ;
17 Juno 1946, |

85TH INFINTRY DIVISION

REFORT OF OPERATIONS = IIAY 18485
At tho boginning of May tho onemy was rotroa‘binglnorﬂ\ into tho Alps,
loav. bohind soattorod pockots of rosistenco and dolaying doam_ -
Sy s and tho lst and 4th Parachuto

In the Rovoroto (A7104) aroa tho 26th Pensor
In tho Foltro

Divisions wore vwithdrawing to tho north and northwost. |
(B3816) arca tho 305th, 85th, 278th and 166th Infantry Divisions wore ro=
II. Corps was to

troating north along tho main roads into tho Dolomitos.
advanco north in tho pursuit of tho rotroating cnomy forses, to soizo’

Highway 49, tho chiof cast=wost Highway cutting across tho Corps sono,
.-fp..-fa ef: advenoo boyond tho Bronmor Pnss to soizo Innsbruck, Austria.

gho Division (minus tho 338th Rogimontal Combgt Toam) was ordored to econw
contrato in tho gomoral aron Llano di Piave (B3704) - Montobolluno (G4789),
then to advanco to soizo the Corps ebjostive, to protect tho Corps right
flank, moaintoaining econtaot with tho 6th British irmorod Division on tho

right end tho 88th Infantry Division on’thn loft,

Tho 338th Iogimontal Combat Tomn initielly romainod in tho Vorona

aron, nanning an are of dofonsos to tho north of tho oity and patroling

arcas to tho southwost in soarech of any ronaining by-passod pockots of
at 011800B llny the 338th Rogimontal Combat Toanm was dotachod

the onany.
fronn tho Division and placod undor II Corps control,

At 0100308 I'ay tho 757th Tonk Battalion; the 804th Tank Dostroyer
» 100th Chanical

Battalion (minus tho iloconnaissance Company), and Oonpan{h
Mortar Dattalion woro attached to tho Division, Tho 337th Regimontal
Combat Toam (roinforcod by ono platoon of Company B, 100th Chomisal

Mortar Battalion, Company C and ono platoon of Company D, 757th Tank
Dattalion, Company ), 804th Tank Dostroyor Battalion, and ono platoon
of the 85th ioconmnonisscnoo Troop) moved cast from tho Vorono nroa,
closing noar Viconsa (G0864) at 010230B May, It was dotachod from tho
Division at 0109000 and attached to tho 88th Infantry Division. It was
thon ordored to'move wost of tho Piavo Rivor botwoon Foltro (B3B16) ond
Cornuda (G4495), proparcd to pass through tho right flank olomonts of
the Sd9th Infantry, 88th Infantry Division, Op passing through those
clorionts it vms to advance along Highway 50 through Foltro (B3816) to
Sodico (D5326), thon north along tho road following the Torranto
Gordevolo to Jgorde (Dé845), Fron this point it would continue on to
Highway 49, outting the Highway snd advancing to tho Justrian border.
The 339th Rogjinontal Combat Toam was moanwhile assombling in tho Vorona

aroa, ond proparing to move oast.

MNoving along the valloy roads north of Fonor (DLOG0SS) on 1 May tho
337th Roginontal Conbat Toom advancod rapidly without mooting onomy roe
sistoneo. Tho attachod platoon of the 85th Noconnaissanco Troop, howe
over, moved to the northwest to cloan out a fow poekots of tho onamy °
southwost of Dassano (G2588), Soveral groups of prisonors woro taken,
and the Partisans roportod large nunbors of Gornans in tho wvieinity,

$ g “SfE

The country into vhieh tho troons were advancing ‘was rapidly bo-
soning more and nore nountsinous as thoy drovo towards tho contral ranges

of tho Alps, but tho roads in the river valloys wore unifornly good,
SRRARRRALRLY fov: of tho bridges had boon dlowm by tho vnomy, although as
s T TR ly ncoossary to halt whilo the

bY=pnssos, Intomittont rain failed

S EANCEL]

»
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) Bettolion Was OF to follc : up on
cnts of tho onomy ond to ovoounto prisomors  CHU S Bat-
O oinforcod by o platoon of tonks, a platoon of tank dos-
troyors, ond ¢ plotoon of tho 85th Roconncissenco Troop. Tho 1st Bot-
talion wns in Rogimontal rosorvos i 2 ¥ 4 '
3 At 020600B Moy’ tho 2nd Battolion Task Forco bogan tho advence, tho
troops of G Compony, tho forward cOmpany, riding tho tonks cnd tonk dos-
troyors. Tho advenco wont rcpidly, and by 020800B tho 337th ’nogj.mntal
Combat Toon hnd possed through tho 849th Infentry north of Fonor (De06035)
; The Commending Officor, 337th Infentry ndw assum cormand of tho formor
’ . 349th Infantry gono, tnd at tho samo timo tho Roginontal Corbat Toanm
rotumod to Division control. ? ¥
Tho 2nd Battalion Task Force, whon it waa roportod that tho ‘bridgo
at Bribens (D512:) had boen destroyod, ‘advenoing clong the wost of tho
Torronto Cordovolc modo such rapid progross that tho 3rd Bettolion was mow
also motorizod in order to koop up with tho advence of the 2nd, properod
+o assist tho 2nd Dattalion if cnonmy opposition should natorializo, Pas=
sing through Sospirolo (B5129) cnd copturing tho bridge at Mas (B5530)
intaot, tho 2nd Dattalion Task Forco oncountorod the first cnomy opposition
noor Mns at 021000D May, Tho five loading tonks ond omo platoon of G
Conpany attecked tho cmamy in tha v:uluscﬁ 'mqpinr’h:r a :hnrp fight ;#?’nrud
tho villa, dostroying throo onony . artillory plocos and eapturing
prilgnon‘.;g'nw cdvenco towards igordo (B4845) was immodiately rosumod.
sido & winding rivor through a doop-out gorge, ond
fron positions in tho flanking mountains snipors firod at tho advancing
: colunm, No othor rosistanco wes mot, howovor, £i1) south of Poron (B5432).
, Horo tho advonco olomonts mot up with a Gormrn supply train which thoy -
dostroyod, Somo troops, still rosisting, attomptod to sot up & road
block of burning vohiclos, but after a bricf ongogemont thosa troops woro
ond tho advonco continuoed,
;
i
|

drivon back, nemy prisonors werc ‘tokon,

from tho cnomy approachod our forces,
asking pormission to pass boyond our linos to inform othor German troops
in tho vieinity thnt hostilitios in Italy woro o coaso at 021400B May,
Sinco no word to this offect hed boon roccived from higher hoadquartoers
by tho 337th Infantry or tho Division, tho parlementairo was dotained ond
tho 2nd Battalion Tnsk Forco was ordored to sontinuc the advance. '

At 0212008 a parlemontaire

Snipor firo continucd to harass thc advaneing troops, but shortly
aftorwards tho ndvanco was hnltod whon tho forward troops roached a plooco
in tho winding road whore progross was clocked by o crowded mass of thou-
sonds of oneny troops, vchicles and horscs. 4As our troops haltod, the

- Cormonding Genoral, 278th Volksgronadicr Division prosented hinsclf to tha
Toask Forco Commandor, and stated that tho Gorman 10th Army Hoadquarters
had informod hin thot an armistico had bocome offcetive at 021200B May,
Sinco tho Cormanding Officor, 337th Infantry had roccived no notification
;r §uoh on armistico, ho domonded tho unconditional surronder of tho troops
acing hin, Tho Cormanding Gonoral, 278th Infontry Division thon sure
rondored tho troops undor his cormand. 4 tonporary Prisoner of War Stock-

ade was thon sot up to rocoive tho surrendorcd forces.

" Aftor tho rood had boon clearcd troops of the 2nd Battalion Task
g ﬁ? continuod to advance on foot towards Agordo. "At 021740B liay tho
%img troops cnocountorod clemonts of tho 29th Panzor Gronandior Division
gmaditmgn gB?SS?) along the roads The Cormanding Gonmoral, 29th Pahzor
337*:12 or Divigion roquostod o conforonce with the Cormanding Officor,

\ }'ni‘cmtry, ond tho opposing forcos wore ordercd to stond fast to
await instructions fron highor hoadguarters,

2=

GOME%
= - ——===s
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1o advaneing during tho afterncon furthor ordoers wero issuod to tho
339th mmp:x conb:ﬁ msomrﬁs it to block a j_gﬁq_ngrp%ng f.gh'my
29 into Austrin, to push roconnoissance eldnonts along thoso routos os far ”ﬂw
the border, to send a Battalion Task Forco to tho Bromnor Pass, and nt;_}p}:u‘
border and provent tho oscape of oneny trobps aleng ﬁunmﬁ:. 2 300 anco
continuod into tho mountains that woro now in somc places (no;h thon 10, .
foét above sea lovel, ~Towards dark tho troops woro slowed in thoir advanca by
incfoasingly decp snow, ot somo placos, throo foot daep._rnu:_u.uf_ougu cloared-
tho roeds, but ot tho Monto Croco di Comelico Pass (B7986) tho troops woro .
halted for throo hours bofore tho road could bo cloareds Dy 0404153 May troops
of tho 2nd Battalion hnd novortholoss ocut Highway 49, oocupiod Son Caopdido
(B6894), mnd hod rocchod tho Austrion bordor ot D7697 whoro thoy woro hnltod by
o Gornon rocd block, The Srd Battalion had by this time roached a point wost of
Monguolfo (B5598), at B5059%8, :

. Moving forward from just south of Highway 49 beforo daybroak 4 May tho
1st Bathl?oioi:gruk'rbrco bogan to advonce towards the Bronnor ,_Pau. Advonecing
wost on Highway 49, tho lst Battalion rocched Vipitono (W415) on Highway 12 ot
0415158 Moy, ond blockod tho Bromner Pass. (71028)., A forco comsisting of a riflo
company, & tank plntoon, cad fwo tonk dostroyers movo forward and made contact
with troops of 103rd Infentry Division, 7th United Stotos Army nt the Bromnor

the first combat unit of tho 15th Army

* Pass,” This 339th Infontry Tosk Forco was
Group to roach the Austrion border and to link upﬂ!.‘bh the Scvonth Armye

Tho 338th infentry (ninus tho 2nd Battelion, Reinforcod), which hed boen
in dofonsivo positions in tho Vorong arca, closed near Foltre (ns%lis.) 2:?1 0404308
(<]

Moy, whero it roverted to Division control as Division' rosorve,
Dattelion, -Roinforced, remsined under II Corps.control, mmd was made solf-suffi=
ciont whilo continuing to protoct tho Vorona arco, On 4 Mey the Reconnaissanco
Compeny, 804th Tenk Dostroyer Battalion roturncc to.paront wnit conmtrol,

Soveral notoworthy incidonee occurcd on 4 Moy, On the basis of infore
nation supplicd by tho Division, a smnll task forco formod from Company G and
tho Intelligonco ond Recomnaissanco’ Platoon, 339th Infontry liboratod on ime
portant group of political hostagos hold by tho cnemy at Logo di Braos (B531915),
Anong these wero Loon Blum, Mortin Niemcellor, Hjalmar Schacht, and Kurt von.
Schuschnigge At Fortozza (V1000) troops of tho lst Battalion, 339th Infontry
discoverod vaults contnining the gold rosorve of tho Banlrof Italy totolling
nearly oighty million dollcrss Troops of the 3rd Battolion, 339th Infantry dise
covored an important colloction of works of art hiddon by tho Gomons ct Compo
Turos. (14316), ards worc placed ovor thoso as wéll "as various oncmy installo=

tions,

On 6 Moy tho Division (with tho 804th Tark Destroyer Battalion, ninus
onc platoon, and tho 767th Tank Battalion, minus ono platoon, attachod) was

ordored to dircet its main offort to nssombling and disaming surrendorod cnomy
units within its zonc ond to continuc scaling the Italién border, assuming
nilitory control of tho aren. A% 061800B May Company B, 100th Chomicnl Mortor
Battelion wes rolicved from attachmont to the Divisien,

During this period the Division undortook the long ond tedious process
o{‘ concentrating, discrming and ovacuating the lorso number of cneny troops 7
within the Division zéne, Thosc consistod chicfly of troops of tho 73rd Corps,
tho 76th Panzor Corps, and Army troops of the 10th Gorman Army cnd the Amy
Tyrol, According to tho orders of highor headquartors cneny troops taken in tho
ma;ss surrender wore cssomblod as ‘far os convenicntly possiblc in their propor
units, ond aftor proccssing were Gvacuntod s wnits to concentration croas whoro
they woro disarmod and from which thoy wore ultinatoly distributod to concon-
tration arcas in the rear, Theso troops worc originally massed chicfly in tho
arcas controllod by the 337th ond 339th Infontry Regimonts. Tho 338th Infantry
was mainly engeged in guarding installations in the Bolluno arca, cstoblishing
road blocks, and maintaining roving patrols within tho Rogimental arca, Other
units of ic Division wore ongdecd in similar achivitics, Hcanwhile, casual and
unruly prisonors, SS troops ond troops of cortein subject nationalitics woro
ovacuated in tho usual noaner through tho Division Cago,
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2nd Bottalion, 338th Infontry rovefod to paront uni
the vioinity of Foltro (B3616).

s On 9 May t
sontrol and movoed to
> ‘ 1 of the surrendor
On 11 Moy tho Division was ordorod to gssunc contro
of all ononyyporuonnol in tho thon Eighth Army zono north of Highway 13
'ond wost of the Tepliamento Rivors y
L]

At 181130D Moy tho Division sootor was oxtondod to tho wost, and the
Division now assumod control of part of tho formor 88th Division soctor,
ond asswied rosponsibility for all onomy troops within tho additional
scctor oxcopt thoso of tho Gormom 14th Army. Tho Division loft boundary
now cxtcndod fron B=4080 to Rio di Pustoric (12204), ond then north to
tho Justrion bordor. This arca was incorporatod in tho soctor of tho N
339th Infantry. The Division scetor now extonded north from the vicinity
of Vieconeza cpproxinatoly 140 kilomeotors, vorying in width fron 30 to 50

kilonctors.

On 21 Iiny the Division wos placed undor tho oporational control of tho
88th Infontry Division for ovncuating surrcndored porsomnol of tho

Gormaon 10th Jmy. }

Comprnies 4, B, and C, 767th Tenk Battalion woro relicved fronm ate= *
tochmont to tho 339th, 338th and 337th Infantry Roginonts, rospectivoly,
end wore roturncd to paront unit control ot 182£00B ilay. Tho 757th
Tank Battalisn (ninus D Company) was rolicved fron attachnont to tho
Division at tho scmo $ino, roverting to II Corps control, On 19 Hay one
platoon of the 85th Reconncissanco Troop cnd one platoon of Campany D,
757th Tank Battalion wore dotachod from tho Division mnd attochod for
operationnl gontrol to tho II Corps drea Coumond,  Theso olononts ro-
vortod to tho control of tho parent units on 29 May, and Compmy .

> 767th Tonk Battalion wos relioved from cttachment to tho Division
and rovorted to parent wmit control. Tho 804th Tenk Dostroyor Batbalion
wes rolioved from attachment to tho Division at 2800018 Uay,

The reliof of tho Division in tho socctor north of tho B-00 Northing
by tho Folgoro Group (Italisn) wes bogun on 26 May, and on complotion iy
of the roliof ot 282400B May command of tho soctor passod to tho Cormrmding
Genoral, Folgoro Groups Tho Friuli Group (Itolicn) corploted reliof
of tha clements of the Division south of the D-00 Northing at 2822008
Moy, and commond of this scotor passed to the Commanding Goneral,
Friuli Group ot this timo, 5

On conplotion of the roliof tho olcments 68 the Division assonbled in
croas botwoen agordo (B3¢845), Bolluno (36129), =nd Foltro (B3816), Prom
pared for movenent on Division order to the IT Corps scctor in the vice
inity of Triosto. Tho 338th Regimontal Combnt Torm, the 85th Rocone
naissance Troop (=) and Compeny D (-), 757th Tank Battelion worc ploced
on o six-hour aloft; tho 337th Regincntal Combat Toom wos placed on 2
twolve-hour clort, mnd the renaindor of the Division wos ploced on o
twenty-four hour alort, During the romcindor of tho nonth traing ccte
ivitios wore carricd on,

ttat#ttttnttctttttst

Fronm 1 May to 28 Eay tho Division cvadusted 36,100 cncmy troops
tokon in thc naSs surrcnder. In addition, 12,565 priscnors, chiefly
coptured in the first days of the month, Yore ovacunted inm tho ususl
mpmnor throush the Division Coges In cll, the Division ovacunted
48,665 priscncrs during the poriod,

Durin- the »cried six onlisted men werc killed in netion and 2 officors
and 10 cnlisted nen wore wounded in action,

‘On S1 liay the effective strongth of the Division amounted to 837
officers, ¢2 worrant officers, ond 14,127 onlisted men, -

27 /
by

” ‘> = F
LEE S, GEROF, Wi i

Brizadior Gonmoral, U. S. Army,

Cormrnding,

=8
- = "".‘
diﬁﬁzﬂﬂlsawfxzb&a




85th Division Reports

v
HRADQUARTERS 85TH INFANTRY DIVISION f
ALP.O, 5 Us 8, J.krf'.':f,
- 1945 »
\!fﬁs.y,!‘; /Ly NemT e
N2t A el utem
85TH_INFANTRY DIVISION ey teole v o
85 AUTHORITY -'*it..{i- f(-_c’ﬂ(t'/
Vit ‘ REPORT OF OPERATIONS - JUNE 1945 " ‘/',- (ij( 7

bogimning of June the Division, wnder Fifth Army control, was
assom:;uctth‘;n D.Ee&.'t rr:gnr Feltre (B3816) and Belluno (B6229). Training was
continued and the Division wns preparod far movement to the II Corps soctor
in the vicinity of Trieste. 4t this time nefotiations were wnder way to
establish the limits of the zones occunied by the Yugo-$11v Liberation Army
and to place the Trieste area wuxer the control of the :illied Hilitary Gov-
ernment. On 13 June the Yivision was releasaed from the alert status when it
became evidont that the Division would not be required for wo in the dis=-

puted area.
On 9 June the Division was notifjed by Fifth army that it had been
classifiod as a Category IV Unit, in the terms of the Redeployment Program,

and that as such it would pPrepare for shipment to the Unitsd ntes in the
near future. It was further stated that the Division would be domobili zed

shortly after return to the United States.

In ful Nlment of instructions which accompanied this notice, largo
scale transfors of officors and men woro now undortaken. According to the
set policy, only those membors of the Division who were classificd as o=
ssontial or who possessod an Adjusted Servico Rating Scoro of 85 points er
more werc to romain with the Division for roturn to the United States. lNon-
ossontial membors having loss than 85 points wero to be transforred to other
units in the Mediterrancan Theator. Concurrently, porsomnel from othor units
in the Thoator who wero elizible for discharge from the army (hnving 85 points
or more) wore transferred into the Division. For the purposes of redeploy=-
ment and demobilization the Division was authorized n total strength fifty
pPer-cent greater than that ostablished by the Tnble of Organization. In this
munor the Division was to be prepared for Demobilizetion whils still in the
Moditorranean Pheater, By the end of June the greater part of tha nouedLry
transfors had been completed. During the month approximately 300 o fice.s
and 6,000 enlisted men were transferrod out of the Division end aperoxirately
250 officers and 2,500 enlisted men were received.

|
%

||
|

While these transfers were being effected training was coninued to the
degree that conditions allowed. Vocationnl and educational training was also
oxpended through the facilities offered by the irnmy Education Program, Unit
schools were established throughout the Division, Instructérs were choson

Shicago, Illinois, with General Mark W, Clark, returning to his command op
18 Juno 1945, Dm:ing his absence, the Division was comanng' ded Brw nﬂ&q’ﬁ%
Genoral Lee S, Gerow, the Assistant Division fRr. .

* On 30 June the assigned strength of ﬂ,.
39 warrant officers, and 9819 onlisted mon
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Tho mulo troina ot this timo wore oufforing considornblo lossos from cnomy
sholling. Tho henvy rain of 28 Scptonber slso cdded to the diffioultics ordie
narily offorod by tho terrcin, flooding tho ronds and joop trails, It wmao
ospoeinlly difficult to bring up tonks, Bosct by thoso difficultios tho 3rd
Battalion, 336th Infantry advonced to take CANDL, ner“ing light cnomy resistanco
on tho northonat slopes but none at tho top, vhich it roachoed ot noan, Other clow
monta of tho Battalion pushed on to occupy CLVRENNO (882148)., Tho lst and 2nd
Battalions spont tho day consolideting and strongthoning their positions,

At 1435 hours 28 Soptombor tho 85th Roconnnissonco Troop wms rolioved
from attachmont to tho 338th Infentry and cssoiblod in Division rosorve nocr

FIRENZUOLA,

Tho continuing rain ccusod o 24 hour doley in tho advences .1l three
rogimonto continuod to consolidate thoir positiona and propare for the advonso, 1
Whonovor poosible tho troopa were given dry clothing and blonkots, hot food and
drink, Zfggrosaivo patroling to the front ‘and flenks vws conductod, howevor, as
for o8 a limo rwming fronm BELVEDERT (980187) tiwough CASTTTA (929167) and
HONTE GURL:.NO (899167). It wns cxpoctod that tho noxt hills to bo used by tho
onony for his dolaying positions trould be thosc from 8 to 10 kilomotora north of
CiNDA, ' 5

On 29 Scptouber patrols wore instructced to procood oven farther north,
as long as thoy woro unopposed, but tho 337th and 3539th Regimonts woro to move
thei: battalior- no farther formmrd than 1OLTIACCIO (968186) and GURLLNO,

‘ . On 30 Soptombér instructions woro issuod for tho now advanco, Tho 337th
' Infontry on the right, the 339th on tho left, wero to. attrok north on cithor
sido of the valloy of tho TORRENTE IDICE taking tho dominnting hills, to scizo
end hold a line just south of tho VL. ENUILIA and té bo proparcd to dobouch into
tho PO VALLEY, The 86th Fighter Bonber Group, AAF, wns to support tho attock,
The 338th Infantry was in Division rosorve, Attochod to the 337th Infantry wero
tho 86th Rocommaissanco Troop cnd Company B, 84th Chomical Woapons Battalion,
Ono Plotoon of Company B, 84th Chomical Worpons Batts™ on wvms attached to the
339th,

- -

During'tho doy the clemonts of tho Division complotod their proparations
for tho cttack, sont pntrols well forverd into’tho now zono, cnd took up fors
vard positions, Zlencnts of tho lst Battalion, 537th Infantry occupiod PIANCAL-
DOLI (950170), cnd the other two bottalions werc nocrby, Elcnonts of tho 3rd’
Battalion, 339th, oceupicd SCIMITELLA (929178) ~nd o point southwost of thoro,
913168, Flomonts of the 2nd Bottalion wero in positions south of C.. PEGGIO
(887188), Eloucnts of the lst Battalion wero in DELUONTE (931131),
ws to bogin at 0600 howrs noxt morning, . '
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In tho oporationa of ¢
LDNE, tho lost prepared line
edvaneed approximatoly 15 mil






